August 2014

Book Bites
Friday Book Bites..1st Friday of the month..Central-10-11 am
Tuesday Book Bites..2nd Tuesday of the month..Whittwood Branch-1 to 2 pm
Come and share or just listen.
What’s So Funny? My Hilarious Life
By Tim Conway
In television history, few entertainers have captured as many hearts and made as many people
laugh as Tim Conway. There’s nothing in the
world that Tim Conway would rather do than
entertain—and in his first-ever memoir, What’s So Funny?, that’s exactly what he does. From his pranks in small
Ohio classrooms to his perfor-mances on national television and movies, Tim has been cracking people up for
more than seventy years. Long regarded as one of the
funniest come-dians around, Tim also boasts an inspiring
rags-to-riches story. What’s So Funny? shares the hilarious accounts of the glory days of The Carol Burnett Show
and his famous partnerships with entertainment greats like
Harvey Korman, Don Knotts, Dick Van Dyke, Betty White,
Vicki Lawrence, Bob Newhart, and of course, Carol Burnett. As a bonus, readers will enjoy never-before-shared
stories of hilarious behind-the-scenes antics on McHale’s
Navy and The Carol Burnett Show.
90 Minutes in Heaven, My True Story
by Don Piper
He thought it was going to be just another day.
God had other plans. Don Piper died instantly
when his car was crushed by a semi. While his
body lay lifeless inside the ruins of his car, Piper went to
heaven. Ninety minutes after the wreck, he miraculously
returned to life on earth with only the memory of heavenly
bliss. His faith in God was severely tested as he faced an
uncertain and grueling recovery. Now he shares his lifechanging story with you.

12th of Never by James Patterson
Lindsay Boxer's beautiful baby daughter is born!
While Lindsay and Joe are at home in bliss, San
Francisco gets hit with multiple killings. An eccentric English professor has been having vivid
nightmares about a murder that he claims is real.
No one believes him-until a vicious shooting fits
the man's description to the last detail. Then the girlfriend of
a star player for the San Francisco 49ers is found dead in
her car, making the athlete the prime suspect. This seems
like an open-and-shut case-until the body inexplicably vanishes from the morgue. When the desperate chief of police
calls for help, Lindsay is forced to return to work after only
one week at home with her newborn. But all the crimes in the
world will seem like nothing when she suddenly faces the
most devastating loss of her life. With heart-pounding emotion and suspense, 12th of Never is James Patterson's most
shocking and sensational Women's Murder Club novel yet.
Mary Coin by Marisa Silver
In 1936, a young mother resting by the side of the
road in central California is spontaneously photographed by a woman documenting migrant laborers in search of work. Few personal details are
exchanged and neither woman has any way of knowing that
they have produced one of the most iconic images of the
Great Depression. In present day, Walker Dodge, a professor of cultural history, stumbles upon a family secret embedded in the now-famous picture. In luminous prose, Silver creates an extraordinary tale from a brief event in history and its
repercussions throughout the decades that follow—a reminder that a great photograph captures the essence of a moment yet only scratches the surface of a life.

The Hundred Days by Nick Lloyd
In the late summer of 1918, after four long
years of senseless, stagnant fighting, the Western Front erupted. The bitter four-month struggle that ensued—known as the Hundred Days
Campaign—saw some of the bloodiest and
most ferocious combat of the Great War, as the Allies
grimly worked to break the stalemate in the west and
end the conflict that had decimated Europe. In Hundred
Days, acclaimed military historian Nick Lloyd leads readers into the endgame of World War I, showing how the
timely arrival of American men and materiel—as well as
the bravery of French, British, and Commonwealth soldiers—helped to turn the tide on the Western Front.
Many of these battle-hardened troops had endured
years of terror in the trenches, clinging to their resolve
through poison-gas attacks and fruitless assaults across
no man’s land. Finally, in July 1918, they and their American allies did the impossible: they returned movement to
the western theater. Using surprise attacks, innovative
artillery tactics, and swarms of tanks and aircraft, they
pushed the Germans out of their trenches and forced
them back to their final bastion: the Hindenburg Line, a
formidable network of dugouts, barbed wire, and pillboxes. After a massive assault, the Allies broke through,
racing toward the Rhine and forcing Kaiser Wilhelm II to
sue for peace.
The Watchmaker’s Daughter by Sonia Taitz
The Watchmaker's Daughter tells the story of a
child of two refugees: a watchmaker who saved
lives within Dachau prison, and his wife, a gifted
concert pianist about to make her debut when
the Nazis seized power. In this memoir, Sonia Taitz is
born into a world in which the Holocaust is discussed
constantly by her insular concentration camp-surviving
parents. This legacy, combined with Sonia's passion and
intelligence, leads the author to forge an adventurous life
in which she seeks to heal both her parents and herself
through travel, achievement, and a daring love affair.
Ironically, it is her marriage to a non-Jew that brings her
parents the peace and fulfillment they would never have
imagined possible. Sonia manages to combine her own
independence with a tender dutifulness, honoring her
parents' legacy while forging a new family of her own.

Wounded by Emily Mayhew
The number of soldiers wounded in World
War I is, in itself, devastating: over 21 million
military wounded, and nearly 10 million killed.
On the battlefield, the injuries were shocking,
unlike anything those in the medical field had
ever witnessed. The bullets hit fast and hard, went deep
and took bits of dirty uniform and airborne soil particles
in with them. Soldier after soldier came in with the most
dreaded kinds of casualty: awful, deep, ragged wounds
to their heads, faces and abdomens. And yet the medical personnel faced with these unimaginable injuries
adapted with amazing aptitude, thinking and reacting on
their feet to save millions of lives.
The Gardener of Versallies
by Alan Baraton
For gardening aficionados and Francophiles,
a love letter to the Versailles Palace and
grounds, from the man who knows them best.
In Alain Baraton's Versailles, every grove tells
a story. As the gardener-in-chief, Baraton lives on its
grounds, and since 1982 he has devoted his life to the
gardens, orchards, and fields that were loved by
France's kings and queens as much as the palace itself.
His memoir captures the essence of the connection between gardeners and the earth they tend, no matter how
humble or grand.
The Triple Package by Amy Chua
Americans are taught that everyone is equal,
that no group is superior to another. But remarkably, all of America’s most successful groups
believe (even if they don’t say so aloud) that they’re exceptional, chosen, superior in some way.Americans are
taught that self-esteem—feeling good about yourself—is
the key to a successful life. But in all of America’s most
successful groups, people tend to feel insecure, inadequate, that they have to prove themselves. America today spreads a message of immediate gratification, living
for the moment. But all of America’s most successful
groups cultivate heightened discipline and impulse control.

20 Years of Stanford Short Stories
by Wallace Stegner
Taking the American frontier – both physical and psychological – as his subject, Wallace Stegner created a body
of work that stretches from prizewinning novels and short
stories to historical and political nonfiction. Taking both
human experience and natural beauty as his muses,
Stegner embodied what he called the “western character.”

Lovers at the Chameleon Club, Paris 1931
by Francine Prose
A richly imagined and stunningly inventive literary masterpiece of love, art, and betrayal,
exploring the genesis of evil, the unforeseen
consequences of love, and the ultimate unreliability of storytelling itself Paris in the 1920s. It
is a city of intoxicating ambition, passion, art, and discontent, where louche jazz venues like the Chameleon Club
draw expats, artists, libertines, and parvenus looking to
indulge their true selves. It is at the Chameleon where
the striking Lou Villars, an extraordinary athlete and
scandalous cross-dressing lesbian, finds refuge among
the club's loyal denizens, including the rising photographer Gabor Tsenyi, the socialite and art patron Baroness
Lily de Rossignol, and the caustic American writer Lionel
Maine. As the years pass, their fortunes—and the world
itself—evolve. Lou falls in love and finds success as a
race car driver. Gabor builds his reputation with vivid and
imaginative photographs, including a haunting portrait of
Lou and her lover, which will resonate through all their
lives. As the exuberant twenties give way to darker
times, Lou experiences another metamorphosis that will
warp her earnest desire for love and approval into something far more sinister: collaboration with the Nazis.

2014 Pulitzer Prize Award for Fiction
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his
mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo
is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered
by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by
schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for his mother, he clings to
the one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into the
underworld of art. As an adult, Theo moves silkily between
the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an
antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love
and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous
circle.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains
ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to
the farmlands of the Midwest, carrying thousands
of abandoned children whose fates would be determined by pure luck. Would they be adopted by
a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood
and adolescence of hard labor and servitude?
As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such
child, sent by rail from New York City to an uncertain future a world away. Returning east later in life, Vivian leads
a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine, the
memories of her upbringing rendered a hazy blur. But in
her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past.
Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer knows that a communityservice position helping an elderly widow clean out her
attic is the only thing keeping her out of juvenile hall. But
as Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers that she and Vivian aren't as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who has spent
her youth in and out of foster homes, Molly is also an outsider being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about the past.

Mister Owita’s Guide To Gardening...How I
Learned the Unexpected Joy of a Green
Thumb and an Open Heart by Carol Wall
A true story of a unique friendship between two
people who had nothing—and ultimately everything—in common. Carol Wall, a white woman
living in a lily-white neighborhood in Middle
America, was at a crossroads in her life. Her
children were grown; she had successfully overcome illness; her beloved parents were getting older. One day
she notices a dark-skinned African man tending her
neighbor’s yard. His name is Giles Owita. He bags groceries at the supermarket. He comes from Kenya. And he’s
very good at gardening. Before long Giles is transforming
not only Carol’s yard, but her life. Though they are seemingly quite different, a caring bond grows between them.
But they both hold long-buried secrets that, when revealed, will cement their friendship forever.

Doctor Sleep by Stephen King
On highways across America, a tribe of people
called the True Knot travel in search of sustenance. They look harmless—mostly old, lots of
polyester, and married to their RVs. But as Dan
Torrance knows, and spunky twelve-year-old
Abra Stone learns, the True Knot are quasi-immortal, living off the steam that children with the shining produce
when they are slowly tortured to death. Haunted by the
inhabitants of the Overlook Hotel, where he spent one
horrific childhood year, Dan has been drifting for decades,
desperate to shed his father’s legacy of despair, alcoholism, and violence. Finally, he settles in a New Hampshire
town, an AA community that sustains him, and a job at a
nursing home where his remnant shining power provides
the crucial final comfort to the dying.

September Lunch @ the Library
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Local Fixture
Unique Shopping in Uptown Whittier

David Chung
Thursday, September 25th
12 noon

China Dolls by Lisa See
It’s 1938 in San Francisco: a world’s fair is preparing to open on Treasure Island, a war is brewing overseas, and the city is alive with possibilities. Grace, Helen, and Ruby, three young women from very different backgrounds, meet by chance at the
exclusive and glamorous Forbidden City nightclub. Grace
Lee, an American-born Chinese girl, has fled the Midwest
with nothing but heartache, talent, and a pair of dancing
shoes. Helen Fong lives with her extended family in Chinatown, where her traditional parents insist that she guard her
reputation like a piece of jade. The stunning Ruby Tom
challenges the boundaries of convention at every turn with
her defiant attitude and no-holds-barred ambition.

Notes...

