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Book Bites
Life Along the Silk Road by Susan Whitfield
In the first 1,000 years after Christ, merchants, missionaries, monks, mendicants, and military men
traveled on the vast network of Central Asian tracks
that became known as the Silk Road. Linking Europe, India, and the Far East, the route passed through
many countries and many settlements, from the splendid
city of Samarkand to tiny desert hamlets. Recounting the
lives of ten individuals who lived at different times during
this period, Whitfield draws on contemporary sources and
uses firsthand accounts whenever possible to reconstruct
the history of the route through the personal experiences of
these characters.

One More for the Road by Ray Bradbury
America has no finer teller of tales than Ray Bradbury. For more than fifty years he has regaled us
with wonders, enchanted us with memories, and
startled us with simple truths, enabling us to view
from fresh perspectives the world we inhabit, and
see others we never dreamed existed. Now the master treats
us to another round, eighteen brand-new stories and seven
previously published but never before collected, proof positive that his magic is as potent as ever. Here is a rich elixir
distilled from the pungent fruit of experience and imagination,
expertly prepared by a superior mixologist whose hand is
sure and whose eyes and ears have long taken in the shouting, weeping, carping, reveling life all around him.

A Turn in the Road by Debbie Macomber
In the middle of the year, in the middle of her life,
Bethanne Hamlin takes a road trip with her daughter, Annie, and her former mother-in-law, Ruth.
They're driving to Florida for Ruth's 50th high-school
reunion. A longtime widow, Ruth would like to reconnect
with Royce, the love of her teenage life. She's heard he's
alone, too, and, well, she's curious. Maybe even hopeful.
Bethanne herself needs time to reflect, to ponder a decision
she has to make. Her ex-husband, Grant, her children's father, wants to reconcile now that his second marriage has
failed. Bethanne's considering it. Meanwhile, Annie's out to
prove to her onetime boyfriend that she can live a brilliant
life without him! So there they are, three women driving
across America. They have their maps and their directions,
but even the best-planned journey can take you to a turn in
the road.

Washington Life by Ron Chernow
Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a
richly nuanced portrait of the father of our nation
and the first president of the United States. With a
breadth and depth matched by no other one volume biography of George Washington, this crisply
paced narrative carries the reader through his adventurous
early years, his heroic exploits with the Continental Army
during the Revolutionary War, his presiding over the Constitutional Convention, and his magnificent performance as
America's first president. In this groundbreaking work, based
on massive research, Chernow shatters forever the stereotype of George Washington as a stolid, unemotional figure
and brings to vivid life a dashing, passionate man of fiery
opinions and many moods.

Friday Book Bites..1st Friday of the Month..Central
Tuesday Book Bites..2nd Tuesday of the Month..Whittwood Branch
Come and share or just listen.
Enjoy treats supplied by the Friends of the Library

The Irresistible Blueberry Bakeshop & Café
by Mary Simes
A high-powered Manhattan attorney finds love,
purpose, and the promise of a simpler life in her
grandmother's hometown. Ellen Branford is going to fulfill her grandmother's dying wish, to find
the hometown boy she once loved, and give him her last
letter. Ellen leaves Manhattan and her Kennedy-esque
fiancé for Beacon, Maine. What should be a one-day trip
is quickly complicated when she almost drowns in the chilly bay and is saved by a local carpenter. The rescue turns
Ellen into something of a local celebrity, which may or may
not help her unravel the past her grandmother labored to
keep hidden. As she learns about her grandmother and
herself, it becomes clear that a 24-hour visit to Beacon
may never be enough.
Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith
After losing his leg to a land mine in Afghanistan,
Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by as a private investigator. Strike is down to one client,
and creditors are calling. He has also just broken
up with his longtime girlfriend and is living in his
office. Then John Bristow walks through his door with an
amazing story: His sister, the legendary supermodel Lula
Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo, famously fell
to her death a few months earlier. The police ruled it a
suicide, but John refuses to believe that. The case plunges Strike into the world of multimillionaire beauties, rockstar boyfriends, and desperate designers, and it introduces him to every variety of pleasure, enticement, seduction,
and delusion known to man.
Kind of Cruel by Sophie Hannah
Amber Hewerdine suffers from chronic insomnia. As a last resort, she visits a hypnotherapist, doubtful that anything will really change.
Under hypnosis, Amber hears herself saying,
“Kind, cruel, kind of cruel.” The words awaken a
vague memory, but she dismisses the whole episode as
nonsense. Two hours later, however, Amber is arrested
for the brutal murder of a woman she’s never heard of,
and the only way she can clear her name is by remembering exactly where she’s seen those words.

The Light in the Ruins by Chris Bohjalian
Tucked away in the idyllic hills south of Florence, the Rosatis, an Italian family of noble
lineage, believe that the walls of their ancient
villa will keep them safe from the war raging
across Europe. Eighteen-year-old Cristina
spends her days swimming in the pool, playing with her
young niece and nephew, and wandering aimlessly
amid the estate’s gardens and olive groves. But when
two soldiers, a German and an Italian, arrive at the villa
asking to see an ancient Etruscan burial site, the
Rosatis’ bucolic tranquility is shattered. A young German lieutenant begins to court Cristina, the Nazis descend upon the estate demanding hospitality, and what
was once was their sanctuary becomes their prison.
The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarity
Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter,
to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that
the letter contains his deepest, darkest secret,
something with the potential to destroy not just
the life you built together, but the lives of others
as well. Imagine, then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. Cecilia
Fitzpatrick has achieved it all, she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a pillar of her small community,
and a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly
and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to
change everything, and not just for her: Rachel and
Tess barely know Cecilia, or each other, but they too are
about to feel the earth-shattering repercussions of her
husband’s secret.
The Ocean at the End of the Lane
by Neil Gaiman
"I thought of turning around, then, as I drove
down a wide street that had once been a flint
lane beside a barley field, of turning back and
leaving the past undisturbed, but I was curious." Neil Gaiman's first adult novel in nearly eight years
leads us into a farm at the end of the lane, a trio of surreally strange female neighbors, and a mystery that we
too cannot ignore. An evocative, lyrical fantasy by a
master of the craft.

Sarah’s Child by Linda Howard
When a sudden tragedy kills his wife and child,
Rome Mathews is devastated, until his wife's
friend Sarah Harper helps him to pick up the
pieces. When they fall in love and get married,
Sarah is ecstatic, except that Rome doesn't want
any children. What he doesn't know is that Sarah has
been in love with him for years, and that she's pregnant.
Now Sarah has to choose between the man she loves
and the child she yearns for.
Shakespeare's Pub by Pete Brown
Welcome to the George Inn near London Bridge;
a cozy, wood-paneled, galleried coaching house
a few minutes' walk from the Thames. Grab yourself a pint, listen to the chatter of the locals and
lean back, resting your head against the wall.
And then consider this: who else has rested their head
against that wall, over the last six hundred years?
Chaucer and his fellow pilgrims almost certainly drank in
the George on their way out of London to Canterbury. It's
fair to say that Shakespeare popped in from the nearby
Globe for a pint, and we know that Dickens certainly did.
Mail carriers changed their horses here, before heading
to all four corners of Britain, while sailors drank here before visiting all four corners of the world.

Me Before You by JoJo Moyes
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life, steady boyfriend, close family,
who has barely been farther afield than their tiny
village. She takes a badly needed job working for
ex Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is
wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived
a huge life, big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel,
and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he is.
Will is acerbic, moody, bossy, but Lou refuses to treat him
with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to
her than she expected. When she learns that Will has
shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that
life is still worth living.

Foggy Mountain Breakdown & other stories
by Sharyn McCrumb
Foggy Mountain Breakdown, the first-ever collection of Sharyn McCrumb's short fiction, is a
literary quilting of old and new, humorous and
heartfelt, offering award-winning works--and
two stories never before published, contrasting mountain
childhoods past and present.
The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri
Born just fifteen months apart, Subhash and
Udayan Mitra are inseparable brothers, one of
ten mistaken for the other in the Calcutta neighborhood where they grow up. But they are also
opposites, with gravely different futures ahead. It
is the 1960s, and Udayan, charismatic and impulsive, finds
himself drawn to the Naxalite movement, a rebellion
waged to eradicate inequity and poverty; he will give everything, risk all, for what he believes. Subhash, the dutiful
son, does not share his brother’s political passion; he
leaves home to pursue a life of scientific research in a
quiet, coastal corner of America.
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
by Rachel Joyce
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a
small English village with his wife, Maureen,
who seems irritated by almost everything he
does. Little differentiates one day from the
next. Then one morning a letter arrives, addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl, from a woman he hasn’t heard from
in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is
writing to say goodbye. But before Harold mails off a quick
reply, a chance encounter convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie in person. In his
yachting shoes and light coat, Harold Fry embarks on an
urgent quest. Determined to walk six hundred miles to the
hospice, Harold believes that as long as he walks,
Queenie will live. A novel of charm, humor, and profound
insight into the thoughts and feelings we all bury deep
within our hearts, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
introduces Rachel Joyce as a wise, and utterly irresistible,
storyteller.

River of Doubt by Candice Millard
After his humiliating election defeat in 1912,
Roosevelt set his sights on the most punishing
physical challenge he could find, the first descent of an unmapped, rapids-choked tributary
of the Amazon. Together with his son Kermit and
Brazil’s most famous explorer, Cândido Mariano da Silva
Rondon, Roosevelt accomplished a feat so great that
many at the time refused to believe it. In the process, he
changed the map of the western hemisphere forever.
Along the way, Roosevelt and his men faced an unbelievable series of hardships, losing their canoes and supplies
to punishing whitewater rapids, and enduring starvation,
Indian attack, disease, drowning, and a murder within
their own ranks. Three men died, and Roosevelt was
brought to the brink of suicide. The River of Doubt brings
alive these extraordinary events in a powerful nonfiction
narrative thriller that happens to feature one of the most
famous Americans who ever lived.

Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard
James Abram Garfield was one of the most extraordinary men ever elected president. Born
into abject poverty, he rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, a renowned
congressman, and a reluctant presidential candidate who took on the nation's corrupt political
establishment. But four months after Garfield's inauguration in 1881, he was shot in the back by a deranged office-seeker named Charles Guiteau. Garfield survived the
attack, but become the object of bitter, behind-the-scenes
struggles for power—over his administration, over the
nation's future, and, hauntingly, over his medical care.
Meticulously researched, epic in scope, and pulsating
with an intimate human focus and high-velocity narrative
drive, The Destiny of the Republic brings alive a forgotten
chapter of U.S. history.
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A River in the Sky by Elizabeth Peters
August 1910. Banned from the Valley of the
Kings, Amelia Peabody and husband Emerson
are persuaded to follow would-be archaeologist
Major George Morley on an expedition to Palestine. Somewhere in this province of the corrupt, crumbling Ottoman Empire, the Holy Land of three
religions, Morley is determined to unearth the legendary
Ark of the Covenant. At the request of British Intelligence,
Emerson will be keeping an eye on the seemingly inept
Morley, believed to be an agent of the Kaiser sent to stir
up trouble in this politically volatile land. Amelia hopes to
prevent a catastrophically unprofessional excavation from
destroying priceless historical finds and sparking an armed
protest by infuriated Christians, Jews, and Muslims. Meanwhile, Amelia's headstrong son, Ramses, working on a dig
at Samaria, encounters an unusual party of travelers and
makes a startling discovery, information that he must pass
along to his parents in Jerusalem . . . if he can get there
alive.
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