Book Bites
December 2015
The Golden Years Ain’t For Wimps
by Karen O’Connor
Readers will enjoy her stories, tales from others, and
glimpses of golden moments as they discover the
significance of life after a certain age joy in new
friendships and experiences adventures still ahead purpose
and meaning on deeper levels appreciation for God's design
and direction. By celebrating the little things in life, such as
the ability to recall any anecdote with clarity, O'Connor leads
readers to rest in the bigger wonders of faith and purpose.

At the Drop of a Veil by Marianne Alireza
It was 1945, and Marianne Alireza, who had spent
almost her entire life in California, had moved to Saudi Arabia with her new husband, Ali. Suddenly she
was a member of an Arabian family, veiled and
cloaked like a biblical figure, thousands of miles and two
centuries from home." For twelve years Marianne Alireza
lived in a harem, a female group composed of her mother-inlaw, sisters-in-law, and various servants. Men outside the
family could not penetrate the harem, and women could never join the men socially or be seen in public without veils.
Here, in a world both luxurious and humble, she raised her
children and grew to love her new homeland.

W is for Wasted by Sue Grafton
Two dead men changed the course of my life that
fall. One of them I knew and the other I’d never laid
eyes on until I saw him in the morgue. The first was
a local PI of suspect reputation. He’d been gunned
down near the beach at Santa Teresa. It looked like a robAll The Queen’s Men by Linda Howard
bery gone bad. The other was on the beach six weeks later.
No one knows the dangers of getting close to legHe’d been sleeping rough. Probably homeless. No identificaendary CIA Black Ops specialist John Medina better
tion. A slip of paper with Millhone’s name and number was in
than communications expert Niema Burdock. Five
his pants pocket. The coroner asked her to come to the
years ago, she and her husband worked with Medina
morgue to see if she could ID him. Two seemingly unrelated on an explosive mission that ended in tragedy. Although she
deaths, one a murder, the other apparently of natural caus- has slowly recovered from her terrible loss, Niema planned
never to see Medina again. A French arms dealer is supplyes.
ing international terrorists, and only Niema can plant the
bugs needed to crack the deadly ring. Against her best inCover of Night by Linda Howard
In the charming rural town of Trail Stop, Idaho, ac- stincts, she infiltrates the dealer's glamorous world. But
cessible to the outside world by only a single road, when the plan goes awry, Niema and Medina must take
young widow Cate Nightingale lives peacefully with flight in a strange land.
her four-year-old twin boys, running a bed-andbreakfast. Though the overnight guests are few and far beA Star For Mrs Blake by April Smith
tween–occasional hunters and lake fishermen–Cate always
The United States Congress in 1929 passed legismanages to make ends meet with the help of the local jacklation to fund travel for mothers of the fallen solof-all-trades, Calvin Harris, who can handle everything from
diers of World War I to visit their sons’ graves in
carpentry to plumbing. But Calvin is not what he seems, and
France. Over the next three years, 6,693 Gold Star
Cate’s luck is about to run out. One morning, the B&B’s only Mothers made the trip. In this emotionally charged, brilliantly
guest inexplicably vanishes, leaving behind his personal ef- realized novel, April Smith breathes life into a unique moment in American history, imagining the experience of five of
fects.
these women.

A Cup of Light by Nicole Mones
As an American appraiser of fine Chinese porcelain, Lia Frank holds fragile beauty in her hands,
examines priceless treasure with a magnifying
lens. But when Lia looks in the mirror, she sees the flaws
in herself, a woman wary of love, cut off from the world
around her. Still, when she is sent to Beijing to authenticate a collection of rare pieces, Lia will find herself changing in surprising ways…coming alive in the shadow of an
astounding mystery.

Good Time Girls by Lael Morgan
In the boomtowns of the Alaska-Yukon stampedes, where gold dust was common currency,
the rarest commodity was an attractive woman,
and her company could be costly.

Mrs. Sinclair’s Suitcase by Louise Walters
Big Magic by Elizabeth Gilbert
Readers of all ages and walks of life have drawn
inspiration and empowerment from Elizabeth
Gilbert’s books for years. Now this beloved author
digs deep into her own generative process to share her
wisdom and unique perspective about creativity. With
profound empathy and radiant generosity, she offers
potent insights into the mysterious nature of inspiration.
She asks us to embrace our curiosity and let go of needless suffering. She shows us how to tackle what we most
love, and how to face down what we most fear. She
discusses the attitudes, approaches, and habits we
need in order to live our most creative lives.

Second Watch by J.A. Jance
Getting old is hell. J. P. Beaumont is finally taking
some time off to have knee-replacement surgery.
But instead of taking his mind off work, the operation plunges him into one of the most perplexing
and mind-blowing mysteries he's ever faced. A series of
dreams takes him back to his early days on the force with
the Seattle PD, and then even earlier, to his days in Vietnam, reminding him of people and events he hasn't
thought about in years. Are they just drug-induced hallucinations? Beaumont isn't so sure. When tugging on those
threads from long ago leads to present-day murders,
Beau's suspicions are confirmed. Some bodies from the
second watch just won't stay buried.

Roberta, a lonely thirty-four-year-old, works at
The New and Old Bookshop in England. When
she finds a letter inside her centenarian grandmother’s battered old suitcase that hints at a
dark secret, her understanding of her family’s history is
completely upturned. Running alongside Roberta’s
narrative is that of her grandmother, Dorothy, as a fortyyear-old childless woman desperate for motherhood during the early years of World War II. After a chance encounter with a Polish war pilot, Dorothy believes she’s
finally found happiness, but instead she is faced with a
dilemma so monumental, the consequences affect her
granddaughter decades later.

Wild by Cheryl Strayed
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had
lost everything. In the wake of her mother’s
death, her family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with
nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life. With no experience or training, driven only
by blind will, she would hike more than a thousand miles
of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through
California and Oregon to Washington Stateand she would
do it alone. Told with suspense and style, sparkling with
warmth and humor, Wild powerfully captures the terrors
and pleasures of one young woman forging ahead against
all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened, and
ultimately healed her.

Eight Hundred Grapes
by Laura Dave
Georgia Ford seemingly has it all: a devoted
fiancé, a high-powered career in Los Angeles,
and a loving family on a vineyard in Northern California.
But in an instant, Georgia learns that not everything is
as it seems. She's rocked by a series of revealed secrets, including one about her fiancé so explosive that
she questions whether to go through with the marriage,
and the bitter, and unrealized, truth about her parents'
relationship, which the author also covers from her parents' point of view. Georgia's wrenching journey, and
those of other members of her family, are detailed in
heartbreaking fashion, as each character comes to
terms with their new, unforeseen situation.
The Crossing by Michael Connelly
Detective Harry Bosch has retired from the
LAPD, but his half-brother, defense attorney
Mickey Haller, needs his help. A woman has
been brutally murdered in her bed and all evidence points to Haller's client, a former gang member
turned family man. Though the murder rap seems ironclad, Mickey is sure it's a setup. Bosch doesn't want
anything to do with crossing the aisle to work for the
defense. He feels it will undo all the good he's done in
his thirty years as a homicide cop. But Mickey promises
to let the chips fall where they may. If Harry proves that
his client did it, under the rules of discovery, they are
obliged to turn over the evidence to the prosecution.Though it goes against all his instincts, Bosch reluctantly takes the case.
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The Last Midwife by Sandra Dallas
It is 1880 and Gracy Brookens is the only midwife
in a small Colorado mining town where she has
delivered hundreds, maybe thousands, of babies
in her lifetime. The women of Swandyke trust and
depend on Gracy, and most couldn't imagine getting through
pregnancy and labor without her by their sides.
But everything changes when a baby is found dead, and the
evidence points to Gracy as the murderer.
The Train to Crystal City
by Jan Jarboe Russell
The dramatic and never-before-told story of a
secret FDR-approved American internment camp
in Texas during World War II, where thousands of
families, many US citizens were incarcerated. From 1942 to
1948, trains delivered thousands of civilians from the United
States and Latin America to Crystal City, Texas, a small desert town at the southern tip of Texas. The trains carried
Japanese, German, Italian immigrants and their Americanborn children. The only family internment camp during World
War II, Crystal City was the center of a government prisoner
exchange program called “quiet passage.” During the course
of the war, hundreds of prisoners in Crystal City, including
their American-born children, were exchanged for other
more important Americans diplomats, businessmen, soldiers, physicians, and missionaries behind enemy lines in
Japan and Germany.

Murder on the Orient Express
by Agatha Christie
Just after midnight, the famous Orient Express is
stopped in its tracks by a snowdrift. By morning,
the millionaire Samuel Edward Ratchett lies dead in his
compartment, stabbed a dozen times, his door locked from
the inside. One of his fellow passengers must be the murderer. Isolated by the storm, detective Hercule Poirot must
find the killer among a dozen of the dead man's enemies,
before the murderer decides to strike again.

Falling Glass by Adrian McKinty
Killian makes a living enforcing other people's
Scarpetta by Patricia Cornwell
laws, collecting debts, dealing out threats and
Leaving behind her private forensic pathology
finding people who do not wish to be found. But
practice in Charleston, South Carolina, Kay Scarwhen Richard Coulter, an Irishman with politipetta accepts an assignment in New York City,
cal connections, offers him half a million to track down his
where the NYPD has asked her to examine an
ex-wife and children, Killian finds himself embroiled in
injured
man
on Bellevue Hospital’s psychiatric prison
something far bigger than he bargained for.
ward. The handcuffed and chained patient, Oscar Bane,
has specifically asked for her, and when she literally has
her gloved hands on him, he begins to talk—and the story
The Queen’s Man
he has to tell turns out to be one of the most bizarre she
by Sharon Kay Penman
has ever heard. The injuries, he says, were sustained in
Epiphany, 1193: the road out of Winchester was
hidden by snow, and Justin de Quincy was mak- the course of a murder . . . that he did not commit. Is Bane
a criminally insane stalker who has fixed on Scarpetta? Or
ing slow progress when he heard the first faint
is his paranoid tale true, and it is he who is being spied on,
shout. It came again, louder and clearer, a cry for help.
Spurring his stallion, de Quincy raced toward the source. followed and stalked by the actual killer? The one thing
Scarpetta knows for certain is that a woman has been torBut he was already too late. As the two assailants fled,
tured and murdered—and more violent deaths will follow.
de Quincy cradled the dying man, straining to make out
Gradually, an inexplicable and horrifying truth emerges:
his whispered words. "They did not get it," he rasped.
Whoever is committing the crimes knows where his prey is
"Promise me. You must deliver this letter to her. To the
at all times. Is it a person, a government? And what is the
queen.
connection between the victims? In the days that follow,
Scarpetta; her forensic psychologist husband, Benton
Wesley; and her niece, Lucy, who has recently formed her
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle
own forensic computer investigation firm in New York, will
by David Wroblewski
undertake a harrowing chase through cyberspace and the
Born mute, speaking only in sign, Edgar Sawtelle leads an idyllic life with his parents on their all-too-real streets of the city—an odyssey that will take
farm in remote northern Wisconsin. For genera- them at once to places they never knew, and much, much
too close to home.
tions, the Sawtelles have raised and trained a fictional
breed of dog whose thoughtful companionship is epitomized by Almondine, Edgar's lifelong friend and ally. But
with the unexpected return of Claude, Edgar's paternal
Notes...
uncle, turmoil consumes the Sawtelles' once peaceful
home. When Edgar's father dies suddenly, Claude insinuates himself into the life of the farm - and into Edgar's
mother's affections. Grief-stricken and bewildered, Edgar
tries to prove Claude played a role in his father's death,
but his plan backfires - spectacularly. Forced to flee into
the vast wilderness lying beyond the farm, Edgar comes
of age in the wild, fighting for his survival and that of the
three yearling dogs who follow him. But his need to face
his father's murderer and his devotion to the Sawtelle
dogs turn Edgar ever homeward.

