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Book Bites
Some Luck by Jane Smiley
On their farm in Denby, Iowa, Rosanna and Walter
Langdon abide by time-honored values that they
pass on to their five wildly different children. Each
chapter in Some Luck covers a single year, beginning in 1920, as American soldiers like Walter return home from World War I, and going up through
the early 1950s, with the country on the cusp of
enormous social and economic change. As the
Langdons branch out from Iowa to both coasts of
America, the personal and the historical merge
seamlessly: one moment electricity is just beginning to power the farm, and the next a son is volunteering to fight the Nazis; later still, a girl you’d
seen growing up now has a little girl of her own,
and you discover that your laughter and your admiration for all these lives are mixing with tears.

The Lives of Others by Neel Mukherjee
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Neel Mukherjee delivers a powerful, epic story of a family and a
nation. The aging patriarch and matriarch of the
Ghosh family preside over their large household,
made up of their five adult children and their respective children, unaware that beneath the barely
ruffled surface of their lives the sands are shifting.
Each set of family members occupies a floor of the
home, in accordance to their standing within the
family. Poisonous rivalries between sisters-in-law,
destructive secrets, and the implosion of the family
business threaten to unravel bonds of kinship as
social unrest brews in greater Indian society. This
is a moment of turbulence, of inevitable and unstoppable change: the chasm between the generations, and between those who have and those who
have not, has never been wider.
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Worth Dying For by Lee Child
There’s deadly trouble in the corn country of
Nebraska . . . and Jack Reacher walks right
into it. First he falls foul of the Duncans, a local
clan that has terrified an entire county into submission. But it’s the unsolved case of a missing child, already decades-old, that Reacher
can’t let go. The Duncans want Reacher gone,
and it’s not just past secrets they’re trying to
hide. They’re awaiting a secret shipment that’s
already late, and they have the kind of customers no one can afford to annoy. For as dangerous as the Duncans are, they’re just the bottom of a criminal food chain stretching halfway
around the world. For Reacher, it would have
made much more sense to keep on going, to
put some distance between himself and the
hard-core trouble that’s bearing down on him.
For Reacher, that was also impossible.

American Assassin by Vince Flynn
Two decades after the Cold War, Islamic terrorism is on the rise, and CIA Operations Director Thomas Stansfield forms a new group of
clandestine operatives, men who do not exist,
to meet this burgeoning threat abroad before it
reaches America’s shores. Stansfield’s protégée, Irene Kennedy, finds the ideal candidate
in the wake of the Pan Am Lockerbie terrorist
attack. Among the thousands grieving the victims is Mitch Rapp, a gifted college athlete,
who wants only one thing: retribution. Six
months of intense training prepares him to
devastate the enemy with brutal efficiency,
leaving a trail of bodies from Istanbul and
across Europe, to Beirut. But there, the American assassin will need every ounce of skill and
cunning to survive the war-ravaged city and its
deadly terrorist factions.

Founding Myths by Ray Raphael
First published ten years ago, award-winning
historian Ray Raphael’s Founding Myths has
since established itself as a landmark of historical myth-busting. With Raphael’s trademark wit and flair, Founding Myths exposed
the errors and inventions in America’s most
cherished tales, from Paul Revere’s famous
ride to Patrick Henry’s “Liberty or Death”
speech. For the thousands who have been
captivated by Raphael’s eye-opening accounts, history has never been the same. In
this revised tenth-anniversary edition, Raphael revisits the original myths and further explores their evolution over time, uncovering
new stories and peeling back new layers of
misinformation.
Killshot by Elmore Leonard
Ironworker Wayne Colson has come to the
real estate office where his wife, Carmen,
works at the worst possible time: while Ojibway Indian hit man Armand Degas and loose
cannon Richie Nix are there to shake down
Carmen’s boss. Unable to help himself,
Wayne steps into harm’s way and sends the
two malefactors out the door bleeding. Now
the shooter-for-hire and his ex-con partner are
after the Colsons and there’s little the state
police and local law enforcement can do
about it.

Plum Lovin by Janet Evanovich

Mysterious men have a way of showing up in
Stephanie Plum’s apartment. When the shadowy
Diesel appears, he has a task for Stephanie and
he’s not taking no for an answer. Annie Hart is a
“relationship expert” who is wanted for armed robbery and assault with a deadly weapon. Stephanie
needs to find her, fast. Diesel knows where she is.
So they make a deal: He’ll help her get Annie if

Stephanie plays matchmaker to several of
Annie’s most difficult clients.

George Washington’s Secret Six
by Brian Kilmeade
When General George Washington beat a
hasty retreat from New York City in August
1776, many thought the American Revolution
might soon be over. Instead, Washington rallied, thanks in large part to a little-known, topsecret group called the Culper Spy Ring.
Washington realized that he couldn’t beat
the British with military might, so he recruited a
sophisticated and deeply secretive intelligence
network to infiltrate New York. So carefully
guarded were the members’ identities that one
spy’s name was not uncovered until the twentieth century, and one remains unknown today.
The Lees of Virginia
by Paul C. Nagel
In The Lees of Virginia, Paul Nagel chronicles
seven generations of Lees, from the family
founder Richard to General Robert E. Lee,
covering over two hundred years of American
history. We meet Thomas Lee, who dreamed
of America as a continental empire. His
daughter was Hannah Lee Corbin, a nonconformist in lifestyle and religion, while his
son, Richard Henry Lee, was a tempestuous
figure who wore black silk over a disfigured
hand when he made the motion in Congress
for Independence.

Ulysses S. Grant in War and Peace
by H.W. Brands
Ulysses Grant rose from obscurity to discover
he had a genius for battle, and he propelled
the Union to victory in the Civil War. After
Abraham Lincoln's assassination and the disastrous brief presidency of Andrew Johnson,
America turned to Grant again to unite the
country, this time as president.

YA The Giver by Lois Lowrey
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner,
has become one of the most influential novels
of our time. The haunting story centers on
twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly
ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin
to understand the dark, complex secrets behind
his fragile community. Lois Lowry has written
three companion novels to The Giver, including
Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son.
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony
of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of
memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the
society in which he lives.
NF The Monster Of Florence
by Douglas Preston
In 2000, Douglas Preston and his family moved
to Florence, Italy, fulfilling a long-held dream.
They put their children in Italian schools and
settled into a 14th century farmhouse in the
green hills of Florence, where they devoted
themselves to living la dolce vita while Preston
wrote his best-selling suspense novels. All that
changes when he discovers that the lovely olive
grove in front of their house had been the scene of the most infamous double-murders in Italian history, committed by a serial killer known
only as the Monster of Florence.
China Dolls by Lisa See
It’s 1938 in San Francisco: a world’s fair is preparing to open on Treasure Island, a war is
brewing overseas, and the city is alive with possibilities. Grace, Helen, and Ruby, three young
women from very different backgrounds, meet
by chance at the exclusive and glamorous Forbidden City nightclub. Grace Lee, an Americanborn Chinese girl, has fled the Midwest with
nothing but heartache, talent, and a pair of
dancing shoes.

NF Travels With Casey
by Benoit Denizet-Lewis
Travels With Casey is a delightfully idiosyncratic
blend of memoir and travelogue coupled with an
exploration of a dog-loving America. What does
our relationship to our dogs tell us about ourselves and our values? Denizet-Lewis explores
those questions, and his own canine-related curiosities and insecurities during his unforgettable
road trip through our dog-loving nation.
The Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling
When Barry Fairweather dies unexpectedly in his
early forties, the little town of Pagford is left in
shock. Pagford is, seemingly, an English idyll,
with a cobbled market square and an ancient abbey, but what lies behind the pretty façade is a
town at war. Rich at war with poor, teenagers at
war with their parents, wives at war with their husbands, teachers at war with their pupils…Pagford
is not what it first seems. And the empty seat left
by Barry on the town's council soon becomes the
catalyst for the biggest war the town has yet
seen. Who will triumph in an election fraught with
passion, duplicity and unexpected revelations?

Flight Behavior
by Barbara Kingsolver
Dellarobia Turnbow is a restless farm wife who
gave up her own plans when she accidentally
became pregnant at seventeen. Now, after a decade of domestic disharmony on a failing farm, she
seeks momentary escape through an obsessive
flirtation with a younger man. She hikes up a
mountain road behind her house toward a secret
tryst, but instead encounters a shocking sight: a
silent, forested valley filled with what looks like a
lake of fire. She can only understand it as a cautionary miracle, but it sparks a raft of other explanations from scientists, religious leaders, and the
media.

The Last Train To Paradise by Les Standiford
Last Train to Paradise is acclaimed novelist Les
Standiford’s fast-paced and gripping true account of
the extraordinary construction and spectacular demise of the Key West Railroad, one of the greatest
engineering feats ever undertaken, destroyed in one
fell swoop by the Labor Day hurricane of 1935. Brilliant and
driven entrepreneur Henry Flagler’s dream fulfilled, the Key
West Railroad stood as a magnificent achievement for more
than twenty-two years, heralded as “the Eighth Wonder of
the World.” Standiford brings the full force and fury of
1935’s deadly “Storm of the Century” and its sweeping destruction of “the railroad that crossed an ocean” to terrifying
life.
NF Killing Patton by Bill O’Reilly
The latest entry in Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard’s
Killing series recounts the questionable circumstances surrounding the death of George S. Patton,
the decorated World War II general, who died due
to injuries suffered in an auto accident at the tail end of the
conflict. Through a detailed account of Patton’s final years
in command, the book considers the myriad parties that
benefitted from his untimely death, from Joseph Stalin to an
American spy looking to remain cozy with the Soviet Union.
In clear, accessible language that takes us inside the minds
of historical figures, O’Reilly and Dugard create a blend of
fact and fiction as riveting as any thriller.
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