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April Book Bites
Guilt By Association by Marcia Clark
Los Angeles D.A. Rachel Knight is a tenacious, wise
-cracking, and fiercely intelligent prosecutor in the
city's most elite division. When her colleague, Jake,
is found dead at a grisly crime scene, Rachel is
shaken to the core. She must take over his toughest
case: the assault of a young woman from a prominent family.
But she can't stop herself from digging deeper into Jake's
death, a decision that exposes a world of power and violence
and will have her risking her reputation, and her life, to find
the truth.

The Bartender’s Tale by Ivan Doig
Time and again, Ivan Doig has proven himself to
be a treasure of American letters. Critical darlings
and New York Times bestsellers, his novels target
the heart of the human experience and never miss
the mark. The Bartender' s Tale stars Tom Harry
and his son Rusty, who live alone and run a bar in a small
Montana town in the early 1960s. Their lives are upended
when a woman from Tom's past and her beatnik daughter
breeze into town.

Andrew’s Brain by E.L. Doctorow
Speaking from an unknown place and to an unknown interlocutor, Andrew is thinking, Andrew is
talking, Andrew is telling the story of his life, his
loves, and the tragedies that have led him to this
place and point in time. And as he confesses, peeling back the layers of his strange story, we are led to question what we know about truth and memory, brain and mind,
personality and fate, about one another and ourselves. Written with psychological depth and great lyrical precision, this
suspenseful and groundbreaking novel delivers a voice for
our times—funny, probing, skeptical, mischievous, profound.
Andrew’s Brain is a surprising turn and a singular achievement in the canon of a writer whose prose has the power to
create its own landscape, and whose great topic, in the
words of Don DeLillo, is “the reach of American possibility, in
which plain lives take on the cadences of history.”

A Hologram For The King by Dave Eggers
In a rising Saudi Arabian city, far from weary, recession-scarred America, a struggling businessman
pursues a last-ditch attempt to stave off foreclosure,
pay his daughter’s college tuition, and finally do
something great. In A Hologram for the King, Dave
Eggers takes us around the world to show how one man
fights to hold himself and his splintering family together in the
face of the global economy’s gale-force winds. This taut,
richly layered, and elegiac novel is a powerful evocation of
our contemporary moment, and a moving story of how we
got here.

Friday Book Bites..1st Friday of the month..
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Come and share or just listen!
Enjoy refreshments provided by
The Friends of the Whittier Library!

Night Road by Kristin Hannah
Stay-at-home mom Jude Farraday has reason to be
proud. Her teenage twins Mia and Zach are nearing
the end of high school years without having swerved
off course like many classmates in their small
Washington State suburban community. When former foster
child Lexi Baill moves into town, Jude watches contentedly
as her children befriend her. Before long, the three become
inseparable friends and soon thereafter, the inevitable happens: Impressionable Zach falls in love with the new girl in
town. It takes just one bad decision to collapse this seemingly idyllic triangle. Can Jude come to terms with the tragedy
that changed everything?

(NF) One Summer: America 1927
by Bill Bryson
The summer of 1927 began with one of the signature events of the twentieth century: on May
21, 1927, Charles Lindbergh became the first
man to cross the Atlantic by plane nonstop,
and when he landed in Le Bourget airfield near
Paris, he ignited an explosion of worldwide rapture and
instantly became the most famous person on the planet.
Meanwhile, the titanically talented Babe Ruth was beginning his assault on the home run record, which would culminate on September 30 with his sixtieth blast, one of the
most resonant and durable records in sports history. All
this and much, much more transpired in that epochal summer of 1927, and Bill Bryson captures its outsized personalities, exciting events, and occasional just plain weirdness
with his trademark vividness, eye for telling detail, and delicious humor. In that year America stepped out onto the
world stage as the main event, and One Summer transforms it all into narrative nonfiction of the highest order.

(NF) 2 Day Diabetes Diet: Power Burn Just 2
Days a Week to Drop the Pounds
By Erin Palinski
A diagnosis of diabetes can be overwhelming
and frightening, and even many of those who
have lived with diabetes for years often struggle
with the question of what they can eat. The 2-Day Diabetes Diet makes it simple, there are no forbidden foods and
no carb-counting. You just need to restrict what you eat for
2 days a week, and research suggests you will see the
pounds drop off, your blood sugar levels stabilize, and
your waist shrink.

(NF) KTLA’s News at 10: Sixty Years
With Stan Chambers by Stan
Chambers
Over sixty years at KTLA News and twentytwo thousand stories, Stan Chambers, the
godfather of Los Angeles “newsies”, has the unique distinction of being the first to break many nation-rocking stories. Stan steps out from behind the microphone to tell his
side of the story and chronicles the evolution of the televised news world.

The Secret Rooms by Catherine Bailey
After the Ninth Duke of Rutland, one of the
wealthiest men in Britain, died alone in a
cramped room in the servants’ quarters of
Belvoir Castle on April 21, 1940, his son and
heir ordered the room, which contained the
Rutland family archives, sealed. Sixty years
later, Catherine Bailey became the first historian given
access. What she discovered was a mystery: The Duke
had painstakingly erased three periods of his life from
all family records—but why? As Bailey uncovers the
answers, she also provides an intimate portrait of the
very top of British society in the turbulent days leading
up to World War I.
Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
The author of The Lacuna and The Poisonwood
Diaries returns with a subtle, captivating story
about a Tennessee woman whose life was first
changed by her pregnancy at seventeen and
her marriage to an abusive husband; and then
by the discovery of a miraculous lake of fire.

This is the Story of a Happy Marriage by
Ann Patchett
So begins This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage, an examination of the things Ann Patchett
is fully committed to—the art and craft of writing,
the depths of friendship, an elderly dog, and one spectacular nun. Writing nonfiction, which started off as a
means of keeping her insufficiently lucrative fiction
afloat, evolved over time to be its own kind of art, the art
of telling the truth as opposed to the art of making
things up. Bringing her narrative gifts to bear on her
own life, Patchett uses insight and compassion to turn
very personal experiences into stories that will resonate
with every reader.
Driving Blind by Ray Bradbury
The incomparable Ray Bradbury is in the driver's seat, off on twenty-one unforgettable excursions through fantasy, time and memory,
and there are surprises waiting around every
curve and behind each mile marker. The journey promises to be a memorable one.

Carthage by Joyce Carol Oates
A young girl's disappearance rocks a community and a family in this stirring examination of
grief, faith, justice, and the atrocities of war
from Joyce Carol Oates, "one of the great artistic forces of our time" (The Nation) Zeno
Mayfield's daughter has disappeared into the night, gone
missing in the wilds of the Adirondacks. But when the
community of Carthage joins a father's frantic search for
the girl, they discover the unlikeliest of suspects,a decorated Iraq War veteran with close ties to the Mayfield
family. As grisly evidence mounts against the troubled
war hero, the family must wrestle with the possibility of
having lost a daughter forever. Carthage plunges us
deep into the psyche of a wounded young corporal
haunted by unspeakable acts of wartime aggression,
while unraveling the story of a disaffected young girl
whose exile from her family may have come long before
her disappearance.

Paradise Park by Allegra Goodman
Indian gauze skirts, a macramé bikini, and
her grandfather’s silver watch abandoned by
her folk-dancing partner, Gary, in a Honolulu
hotel room, Sharon realizes she could return
to Boston, and her estranged family, or listen
to that little voice inside herself. The voice that asks:
“How come Gary got to pursue his causes, while all I got
to pursue was him?” Thus, with an open heart, a soul on
fire, and her meager possessions,Sharon begins her
own spiritual quest. Ever the optimist, she is sure at
each stage that she has struck it rich “spiritually speaking”, until she comes up empty.

Tales of Two Cities by Jonathan Conlon
Tales of Two Cities examines and compares
five urban spaces: the pleasure garden, the
cemetery, the apartment, the restaurant and
the music hall, that defined urban modernity in
the nineteenth century. The citizens of Paris
and London first created these essential features of the
modern cityscape and so defined urban living for all of
us.

Still Life With Breadcrumbs
by Anna Quindlin
Still Life with Bread Crumbs begins with an imagined gunshot and ends with a new tin roof.
Between the two is a wry and knowing portrait of
Rebecca Winter, a photographer whose work
made her an unlikely heroine for many women. Her career
is now descendent, her bank balance shaky, and she has
fled the city for the middle of nowhere. There she discovers, in a tree stand with a roofer named Jim Bates, that
what she sees through a camera lens is not all there is to
life.
Tales of a Female Nomad
by Rita Golden Gelman
Tales of a Female Nomad is the story of Rita
Golden Gelman, an ordinary woman who is
living an extraordinary existence. At the age of
forty-eight, on the verge of a divorce, Rita left
an elegant life in L.A. to follow her dream of connecting
with people in cultures all over the world. In 1986 she sold
her possessions and became a nomad, living in a Zapotec
village in Mexico, sleeping with sea lions on the Galapagos Islands, and residing everywhere from thatched huts
to regal palaces. She has observed orangutans in the rain
forest of Borneo, visited trance healers and dens of black
magic, and cooked with women on fires all over the world.
Rita’s example encourages us all to dust off our dreams
and rediscover the joy, the exuberance, and the hidden
spirit that so many of us bury when we become adults.
The Mapmaker’s War by Ronlyn Domingue
In an ancient time, in a faraway land, a young
woman named Aoife is allowed a rare apprenticeship to become her kingdom’s mapmaker, tasked
with charting the entire domain. Traveling beyond
its borders, she finds a secretive people who live
in peace, among great wealth. They claim to protect a
mythic treasure, one connected to the creation of the
world. When Aoife reports their existence to her kingdom,
the community is targeted as a threat. Aoife is exiled for
treason and finds refuge among the very people who had
been declared her enemy. With them, she begins a new
life surrounded by kindness, equality, and cooperation.

The Mapping of Love and Death
by Jacqueline Winspear
August 1914. As Michael Clifton is mapping
land he has just purchased in California's
beautiful Santa Ynez Valley, war is declared in Europe,
and duty-bound to his father's native country, the young
cartographer soon sets sail for England to serve in the
British army. Three years later, he is listed as missing in
action. April 1932. After Michael's remains are unearthed
in France, his parents retain London psychologist and
investigator Maisie Dobbs, hoping she can find the unnamed nurse whose love letters were among their late
son's belongings. It is a quest that leads Maisie back to
her own bittersweet wartime love, and to the stunning
discovery that Michael Clifton was murdered in his dugout. Suddenly an exposed web of intrigue and violence
threatens to ensnare the dead soldier's family and even
Maisie herself as she attempts to cope with the impending loss of her mentor and the unsettling awareness that
she is once again falling in love.
The Dead in Their Vaulted Arches
by Alan Bradley
On a spring morning in 1951, eleven-year-old
chemist and aspiring detective Flavia de Luce
gathers with her family at the railway station, awaiting the
return of her long-lost mother, Harriet. Yet upon the
train’s arrival in the English village of Bishop’s Lacey, Flavia is approached by a tall stranger who whispers a cryptic message into her ear. Moments later, he is dead, mysteriously pushed under the train by someone in the
crowd. Who was this man, what did his words mean, and
why were they intended for Flavia? Back home at Buckshaw, the de Luces’ crumbling estate, Flavia puts her
sleuthing skills to the test. Following a trail of clues
sparked by the discovery of a reel of film stashed away in
the attic, she unravels the deepest secrets of the de Luce
clan, involving none other than Winston Churchill himself.
Never Laugh As A Hearse Goes By
Elizabeth Duncan
Spa owner and habitual amateur sleuth Penny
Brannigan finds herself at a clerical conference at Gladstone’s Library in North Wales.
Also attending as a guest speaker is her boyfriend, DCI Gareth Davies, there to give a talk on theft
prevention. But behind the ornate red sandstone façade
of this most respectable of Victorian buildings, Penny encounters deception, blackmail, and murder.

April Lunch at the Library
Whittier Reads 2014

Roxanne Baudry
Service Dogs in Training
Thursday, April 24th
12 noon to 1 pm

Central Library

Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northrup
Perhaps the best written of all the slave narratives, Twelve Years a Slave is a harrowing
memoir about one of the darkest periods in
American history. It recounts how Solomon
Northup, born a free man in New York, was
lured to Washington, D.C., in 1841 with the promise of fast
money, then drugged and beaten and sold into slavery. He
spent the next twelve years of his life in captivity on a Louisiana cotton plantation. After his rescue, Northup published
this exceptionally vivid and detailed account of slave life. It
became an immediate bestseller and today is recognized
for its unusual insight and eloquence as one of the very few
portraits of American slavery produced by someone as educated as Solomon Northup, or by someone with the dual
perspective of having been both a free man and a slave.
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