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Book Bites
Neverhome by Laird Hunt
She calls herself Ash, but that's not her real name.
In an epic sea adventure, Philbrick writes about She is a farmer's faithful wife, but she has left her
one of the most ambitious voyages of discovery husband to don the uniform of a Union soldier in
the Western world has ever seen-the U.S. Exthe Civil War. Neverhome tells the harrowing story
ploring Expedition of 1838-1842. On a scale that of Ash Thompson during the battle for the South.
dwarfed the journey of Lewis and Clark, six mag- Through bloodshed and hysteria and heartbreak, she benificent sailing vessels and a crew of hundreds
comes a hero, a folk legend, a madwoman and a traitor to
set out to map the entire Pacific Ocean-and end- the American cause.
ed up naming the newly discovered continent of
Antarctica, collecting what would become the
Malice by Keigo Higashino
basis of the Smithsonian Institution, and much
Kaga finds that he has a personal connection to
more.
a murder case. Popular novelist Kunihiko Hidaka
The Heart of the Sea
was strangled in his home, in some unspecified
The ordeal of the whaleship Essex was an event part of Japan, not long after a visit from his old
as mythic in the nineteenth century as the sinking friend Osamu Nonoguchi, who was also Kaga’s
of the Titanic was in the twentieth. In 1819, the
colleague when the detective was a teacher. Nonoguchi, one
Essex left Nantucket for the South Pacific with
of two potential suspects, has no obvious motive for committwenty crew members aboard. In the middle of
ting the crime, unlike the other suspect, Miyako Fujio. A few
the South Pacific the ship was rammed and sunk years earlier, Hidaka wrote a successful novel featuring a
by an angry sperm whale. The crew drifted for
nasty lead character, a thinly disguised version of Miyako’s
more than ninety days in three tiny whaleboats, brother, Masayo. Higashino offers one twist after another, all
succumbing to weather, hunger, disease, and
of which touch on the theme suggested by the book’s title.
ultimately turning to drastic measures in the fight Readers will marvel at the artful way the plot builds to the
for survival. Nathaniel Philbrick uses little-known solution of Hidaka’s murder.
documents-including a long-lost account written
by the ship's cabin boy-and penetrating details
about whaling and the Nantucket community to The Narrow Road to the Deep North
reveal the chilling events surrounding this epic
by Richard Flanagan
maritime disaster.
August, 1943: Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans is
The Mayflower
haunted by his affair with his uncle’s young wife
After a dangerous journey across the Atlantic,
two years earlier. His life, in a brutal Japanese
the Mayflower's passengers were saved from
POW camp on the Thai-Burma Death Railway, is a
certain destruction with the help of the Natives of daily struggle to save the men under his command. Until he
the Plymouth region. For fifty years a fragile
receives a letter that will change him forever.
peace was maintained as Pilgrims and Native
A savagely beautiful novel about the many forms of good
Americans learned to work together. But when
and evil, of truth and transcendence, as one man comes of
that trust was broken by the next generation of
age, prospers, only to discover all that he has lost.
leaders, a conflict erupted that nearly wiped out
Pilgrims and Natives alike.

Nathaniel Philbrick...Sea of Glory

The Italian Wife by Ann Hood
An Italian Wife is the extraordinary story of
Josephine Rimaldi, her joys, sorrows, and
passions, spanning more than seven decades. The novel begins in turn-of-the-century
Italy, when fourteen-year-old Josephine,
sheltered and naive, is forced into an arranged marriage to a man she doesn't know
or love who is about to depart for America,
where she later joins him. Bound by tradition,
Josephine gives birth to seven children. The
last, Valentina, is conceived in passion, born
in secret, and given up for adoption.
Josephine spends the rest of her life searching for her lost child, keeping her secret even
as her other children go off to war, get married, and make their own mistakes.

Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah
Meredith and Nina Whitson are as different
as sisters can be. One stayed at home to
raise her children and manage the family
apple orchard; the other followed a dream
and traveled the world to become a famous
photojournalist. But when their beloved father falls ill, Meredith and Nina find themselves together again, standing alongside
their cold, disapproving mother, Anya, who
even now, offers no comfort to her daughters. As children, the only connection between them was the Russian fairy tale Anya
sometimes told the girls at night. On his
deathbed, their father extracts a promise
from the women in his life: the fairy tale will
be told one last time, and all the way to the
end. Thus begins an unexpected journey into
the truth of Anya’s life in war-torn Leningrad,
more than five decades ago. Alternating between the past and present, Meredith and
Nina will finally hear the singular, harrowing
story of their mother’s life, and what they
learn is a secret so terrible and terrifying that
it will shake the very foundation of their family and change who they believe they are.

WHITTIER READS 2015
Mary Coin by Marissa Silver
In 1936, a young mother resting by the side of
the road in central California is spontaneously
photographed by a woman documenting migrant laborers in search of work. Few personal details are exchanged and neither woman has any way of knowing
that they have produced one of the most iconic images
of the Great Depression. In present day, Walker Dodge,
a professor of cultural history, stumbles upon a family
secret embedded in the now-famous picture. In luminous prose, Silver creates an extraordinary tale from a
brief event in history and its repercussions throughout
the decades that follow, a reminder that a great photograph captures the essence of a moment yet only
scratches the surface of a life.
Death of a Charming Man by M.C. Beaton
Hamish MacBeth is a stubborn, silent,
gloomy Scotsman who's also kindhearted,
intelligent, and intuitive. A Lochdubh native,
he knows his village, the surrounding countryside, and the local folk like the back of his
hand. His life is satisfyingly settled--he's engaged to the lovely Priscilla Halburton-Smythe, and
there have been no serious crimes in Lochdubh for
months. Then incredibly handsome Peter Hynd comes
to town, charms all the women, antagonizes all the men,
and generally turns the town on its ear. Hamish senses
trouble brewing, but when a body is discovered, it's not
Hynd after all--at least, the first body isn't.
What it is Like to Go to War
by Kate Marlantes
War is as old as humankind, but in the past,
warriors were prepared for battle by ritual, religion, and literature—which also helped bring
them home. In a compelling narrative, Marlantes weaves riveting accounts of his combat
experiences with thoughtful analysis, self-examination,
and his readings, rom Homer to the Mahabharata to
Jung. He makes it clear just how poorly prepared our
nineteen-year-old warriors, mainly men but increasingly
women, are for the psychological and spiritual aspects
of their journey.

The Invention of Wings
by Sue Monk Kidd
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early
nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life
beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her
within the wealthy Grimke household. The
Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an
early age she is meant to do something large in
the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits
imposed on women. Kidd’s sweeping novel is
set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday,
when she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow
their remarkable journeys over the next thirty
five years, as both strive for a life of their own,
dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and
forming a complex relationship marked by guilt,
defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways
of love.

A Spy Among Friends
by Ben MacIntyre
At the age of twenty-two, Nicholas Elliott became a spy. Elliott’s father, Sir Claude Aurelius
Elliott, Headmaster at Eton College, had powerful connections. When Elliott announced his
desire to join the intelligence service, his father
was able to arrange it for him. Elliott attended
prep school at Durnford, where he endured
horrific brutality, then to Eton and Cambridge.
He neither worked hard nor excelled academically, but developed a close friendship with
Basil Fisher whose death during the Battle of
Britain had a devastating effect on him.

Gray Mountain by John Grisham
The year is 2008 and Samantha Kofer’s career
at a huge Wall Street law firm is on the fast
track—until the recession hits and she gets
downsized, furloughed, escorted out of the building. Samantha, though, is one of the “lucky” associates.
She’s offered an opportunity to work at a legal aid clinic for
one year without pay, after which there would be a slim
chance that she’d get her old job back.
In a matter of days Samantha moves from Manhattan to
Brady, Virginia, population 2,200, in the heart of Appalachia, a part of the world she has only read about. Mattie
Wyatt, lifelong Brady resident and head of the town’s legal
aid clinic, is there to teach her how to “help real people
with real problems.” For the first time in her career, Samantha prepares a lawsuit, sees the inside of an actual
courtroom, gets scolded by a judge, and receives threats
from locals who aren’t so thrilled to have a big-city lawyer
in town. And she learns that Brady, like most small towns,
harbors some big secrets.
Orphan Train by Christine Baker Kline
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains
ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to
the farmlands of the Midwest, carrying thousands
of abandoned children whose fates would be
determined by pure luck. Would they be adopted
by a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood
and adolescence of hard labor and servitude?
Betrayed by Lisa Scottoline
Judy Carrier takes the lead in a case that's more
personal than ever. Judy has always championed
the underdog, so when Iris, the housekeeper and
best friend of Judy's beloved Aunt Barb, is found
dead of an apparent heart attack, Judy begins to suspect
foul play. The circumstances of the death leave Judy with
more questions than answers, and never before has murder struck so close to home.
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Come and share or just listen.
Enjoy treats supplied by the Friends of the Whittier Library!

NF Superheroes by Brian Robb
A fascinating written exploration of the superhero phenomenon, from its beginnings in the
depths of Great Depression to the blockbuster
movies of today. For over 90 years, superheroes have been interrogated, deconstructed,
and reinvented. In this wide-ranging study,
Robb looks at the diverse characters, their
creators, and the ways in which their creations have been reinvented for successive
generations.
Honolulu by Alan Brennert
Honolulu is the rich, unforgettable story of a
young “picture bride” who journeys to Hawai'i
in 1914 in search of a better life. Instead of
the affluent young husband and chance at an
education that she has been promised, she is
quickly married off to a poor, embittered laborer who takes his frustrations out on his
new wife. Renaming herself Jin, she makes
her own way in this strange land, finding both
opportunity and prejudice. With the help of
three of her fellow picture brides, Jin prospers
along with her adopted city, now growing from
a small territorial capital into the great multicultural city it is today. But paradise has its
dark side, whether it’s the daily struggle for
survival in Honolulu’s tenements, or a crime
that will become the most infamous in the
islands’ history.
Deep Down Dark by Hector Tobar
When the San José mine collapsed outside of
Copiapó, Chile, in August 2010, it
trapped thirty-three miners beneath thousands of feet of rock for a recordbreaking sixty-nine days. The entire world
watched what transpired above-ground during
the grueling and protracted rescue, but the
saga of the miners' experiences below the
Earth's surface and the lives that led them
there has never been heard until now.

A Christmas Basket by Debbie MacCumber
That summer, more than ten years ago, while
they were still in high school—Noelle McDowell
and Thomas Sutton fell secretly in love. Secretly
because their mothers had been locked in a bitter
feud for decades. But despite the animosity between Sarah McDowell and Mary Sutton, Noelle planned to
elope with Thom. Until he jilted her. This Christmas Noelle
McDowell is home to celebrate the holidays with her family.
(After all, December 25 is also her birthday.) Unfortunately,
Noelle's feelings about home, or rather, her hometown of
Rose, Oregon, were changed forever the day Thomas Sutton broke her heart.
A Christmas Wedding by James Patterson
The tree is decorated, the cookies are baked,
and the packages are wrapped, but the biggest
celebration this Christmas is Gaby Summerhill's
wedding. Since her husband died three years
ago, Gaby's four children have drifted apart, each
consumed by the turbulence of their own lives.
They haven't celebrated Christmas together since their father's death, but when Gaby announces that she's getting
married—and that the groom will remain a secret until the
wedding day—she may finally be able to bring them home
for the holidays.

Notes...

