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Domestic Manners of the Americans
by Frances Trollope
When Fanny Trollope set sail for America in 1827
with hopes of joining a Utopian community of
emancipated slaves, she took with her three of
her children and a young French artist, leaving
behind her son Anthony, growing debts and a husband
going slowly mad from mercury poisoning. But what followed was a tragicomedy of illness, scandal and failed
business ventures. Nevertheless, on her return to England
Fanny turned her misfortunes into a remarkable book. A
masterpiece of nineteenth-century travel-writing, Domestic
Manners of the Americans is a vivid and hugely witty satirical account of a nation and was a sensation on both
sides of the Atlantic.
The Lake House by Kate Morton
One midsummer’s eve, after a beautiful party
drawing hundreds of guests to the estate has
ended, the Edevanes discover that their youngest child, eleven-month-old Theo, has vanished
without a trace. What follows is a tragedy that tears the
family apart in ways they never imagined. Decades later,
Alice is living in London, having enjoyed a long successful
career as an author. Theo’s case has never been solved,
though Alice still harbors a suspicion as to the culprit.
Miles away, Sadie Sparrow, a young detective in the London police force, is staying at her grandfather’s house in
Cornwall. While out walking one day, she stumbles upon
the old estate, now crumbling and covered with vines,
clearly abandoned long ago. Her curiosity is sparked, setting off a series of events that will bring her and Alice together and reveal shocking truths about a past long
gone...yet more present than ever.

Pacific by Simon Winchester
As the Mediterranean shaped the classical world,
and the Atlantic connected Europe to the New
World, the Pacific Ocean defines our tomorrow.
With China on the rise, so, too, are the American
cities of the West coast, including Seattle, San Francisco,
and the long cluster of towns down the Silicon Valley. Today, the Pacific is ascendant. Its geological history has
long transformed us, tremendous earthquakes, volcanoes,
and tsunamis, but its human history, from a Western perspective, is quite young, beginning with Magellan’s sixteenth-century circumnavigation. It is a natural wonder
whose most fascinating history is currently being made.

The Forgotten Girls by Sara Blaedel
In the chilling fourth Louise Rick thriller to be
published in the U.S. from Danish bestseller
Blaedel (after 2012’s Farewell to Freedom), the
former Copenhagen homicide detective craves a
fresh start as head of the fledgling Special
Search Agency, but the unit’s first case plunges her back
into a nightmare she has spent decades struggling to forget. Before the body of a middle-aged woman found in the
forest can be identified, a toddler’s cries lead Louise and
her enigmatic new partner, Eik Nordstrøm, to a brutally
slain babysitter, not far from the first corpse, the very place
where a teenage Louise suffered the tragedy that would
shape her life. As the dogged investigator and Eik, to
whom she finds herself attracted despite his alcoholism
and other issues, pursue links to a long-shuttered mental
institution, it starts to look as if the past could prove key to
catching a present-day monster.

The Witches by Stacy Schiff
The panic began early in 1692, over an exceptionally
raw Massachusetts winter, when a minister's niece
began to writhe and roar. It spread quickly,
confounding the most educated men and prominent
politicians in the colony. Neighbors accused neighbors,
husbands accused wives, parents and children one another.
It ended less than a year later, but not before nineteen men
and women had been hanged and an elderly man crushed
to death.
The Museum of Extraordinary Things
by Alice Hoffman
Coralie Sardie is the daughter of the sinister
impresario behind The Museum of Extraordinary
Things, a Coney Island freak show that thrills the
masses. Coralie appears as the Mermaid in her father’s
“museum,” One night Coralie stumbles upon a striking
young man taking pictures of moonlit trees in the woods off
the Hudson River. The dashing photographer is Eddie Cohen, a Russian immigrant who has run away from his community and his job as a tailor’s apprentice. When Eddie photographs the infamous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, he
becomes embroiled in the mystery behind a young woman’s
disappearance. And he ignites the heart of Coralie.
Stir by Jessica Fechtor
At 28, Jessica Fechtor was happily immersed in
graduate school and her young marriage, and
thinking about starting a family. Then one day, she went for
a run and an aneurysm burst in her brain. She nearly died.
She lost her sense of smell, the sight in her left eye, and
was forced to the sidelines of the life she loved. Jessica’s
journey to recovery began in the kitchen as soon as she was
able to stand at the stovetop and stir. There, she drew
strength from the restorative power of cooking and baking.
Written with intelligence, humor, and warmth, Stir is a heartfelt examination of what it means to nourish and be nourished.

NF The League of Outsider Baseball
by Gary Cieradkowski
From an award-winning graphic artist and baseball
historian comes a strikingly original illustrated history
of baseball’s forgotten heroes, including stars of the Negro
Leagues, barnstorming teams, semi-pro leagues, foreign
leagues, and famous players like Shoeless Joe Jackson,
Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays, and Joe DiMaggio before
they achieved notoriety.

Teddy Roosevelt in California
by Chris Epting
During his whirlwind 1903 tour of the western
states, President Theodore Roosevelt paid his
first visit to California. In between the appearances and pageantry, he embarked on three days of
epic adventure in the wilderness of Yosemite with the
famous and influential naturalist John Muir. A lover of
the rugged outdoors, Roosevelt was humbled and impressed by the camping trip, which proved to be one of
the most important sojourns in presidential history.
Through firsthand accounts, speeches and rare photographs, author Chris Epting tells the story of a great
and profound journey that had a lasting effect on conservation history and the National Park System.

Little Princes: One Man’s Promise
to Bring Home the Lost Children of
Nepal by Conor Grennan
In search of adventure, twenty-nine-year-old
Conor Grennan embarked on a yearlong journey around the globe, beginning with a threemonth stint volunteering at an orphanage in
civil war–torn Nepal. But a shocking truth would forever
change his life: these rambunctious, resilient children
were not orphans at all but had been taken from their
families by child traffickers who falsely promised to
keep them safe from war before abandoning them in
the teeming chaos of Kathmandu. For Conor, what
started as a footloose ramble became a dangerous,
dedicated mission to unite youngsters he had grown to
love with the parents they had been stolen from—a
breathtaking adventure, as Conor risked everything in
the treacherous Nepalese mountains to bring the children home.

Central Book Bites-1st Friday-10 am
Branch Book Bites-2nd Tuesday-1 pm
Bring what you are reading or just
come and listen to others talk about
what they are reading.
Enjoy refreshments provided by the
Friends of the Whittier Library

Debbie Macomber
A Season of Angels
Shirley, Goodness, and Mercy, three willing but
sometimes wayward angels, each given someone's
prayer to answer. Shirley: She's sent to help
nine-year-old Timmy Potter, who longs for a new father.
Goodness: She knows Monica Fischer longs for a husband
and home of her own, but the young woman has practically
given up on finding the right man to stand by her side. Mercy: Can Mercy bring hope back into Leah Lundberg's life?
This maternity nurse desperately wants a child to fill up the
home she's made with her husband, Andrew. Each angel
must teach her charge a memorable lesson before the prayer can be granted.

Love Letters
Jo Marie Rose was newly widowed and looking for
a fresh start when she founded the Rose Harbor Inn
in the Pacific Northwest town of Cedar Cove. Two
years later, she's still in mourning after receiving her soldier
husband's last letter, which he had written years ago in the
event of his death. Jo Marie's guests are in awkward predicaments, Maggie and Roy Porter are trying to rekindle
their romance after problems with infidelity, and young Ellie
Reynolds has escaped from her overbearing mother to try to
connect with a guy she met on a dating site.

Heart of Texas
Promise, a ranching community in the Hill Country,
has a mysterious past. Yet it's the kind of place that
represents the strength of small-town and rural
America. Promise is built on family and friendship. Hard
work and endurance. Laughter and, above all, love. Nell
Bishop, widowed mother of two children, is turning her property into a dude ranch. And one of her first guests is Travis
Grant, an Easterner known for his books about the West.
Summer on Blossom Street
It’s all about beginnings and endings. That's why
Lydia Goetz, owner of A Good Yarn on Seattle's
Blossom Street, offers a class called Knit to Quit. It's
for people who want to quit something or someone and start
a new phase of their lives.
Last One Home
Growing up, Cassie Carter and her sisters, Karen
and Nichole, were incredibly close until one fateful
event drove them apart. Now thirty-one, Cassie is
back in Washington, living in Seattle with her daughter and
hoping to leave her past behind. Cassie opens herself up to
new possibilities, making amends with her sisters, finding
love once more, she realizes the power of compassion, and
the promise of a fresh start.

The Wrong Hostage
by Elizabeth Lowell
Orphaned at thirteen, Grace Silva clawed her
way out of poverty and violence to become one of the
most respected judges on the federal bench. Grace
believes in the rule of law, lives it, breathes it. She has
always been buttoned up and buttoned down. Except
once. Joe Faroe has learned that laws are made by
politicians, and politicians are all too human. He believes in the innocents, the ones getting ground up by
governments that are too polarized or too corrupt to
protect their own citizens. It cost him his career, his
freedom, and the woman who still haunts him. Now
Faroe is out of the business. Retired. He's through trying to save a world that doesn't want to be saved. Then
Grace comes to him, past and present collide, and Faroe finds himself sucked back into the shadows, tracking
a violent killer who holds the life of Grace's son in his
bloody hands.
The Book of Stone
by Jonathan Papernick
Matthew Stone has inherited a troubling legacy: a gangster grandfather and a distant father
who is also a disgraced judge. After his father’s death,
Matthew is a young man alone. He turns to his father’s
beloved books for comfort, perceiving within them guidance that leads him to connect with a group of religious
extremists. As Matthew immerses himself in this unfamiliar world, the FBI seeks his assistance to foil the
group’s violent plot.
Murder at St. Adeldide’s
by Gereylen Hollingsworth
Frances Finn, a PI who inherited her father's
Kansas City detective agency, makes her uneven but
promising debut in this mystery set in a convent high
school. Frances is called back to her alma mater by
aged Mother Superior Celeste, who is dying-as is the
order of St. Adelaide's and its once bustling outpost in
Braddock, Kans. Informing Frances that the accidental
death, 30 years before, of Sister Barbara Ross, was no
accident, Mother Celeste asks her former student to
oversee a meeting at which, it soon appears, Sister
Sharon, Frances's old friend and now acting Mother
Superior, will be implicated as a murderer.

Darkness the Color of Snow
by Thomas Cobb
Out on a rural highway on a freezing night,
Patrolman Ronny Forbert sits in his ten-yearold Crown Victoria cruiser trying to keep
warm and make time pass until his shift ends. Then a
familiar beater Jeep Cherokee comes speeding over a
hill, forcing the rookie cop to chase after it. The driver
is his old-friend-turned-nemesis, Matt Laferiere, the
rogue son of a man as beaten down as the town itself.
Within minutes, what begins as a clear-cut arrest for
drunk driving spirals into a heated struggle between
two young men with a troubled past and ends in a
fatal hit and run on an icy stretch of blacktop. The only
witnesses are Officer Forbert and Laferiere's three
drinking buddies inside the Jeep.

NF Don’t Know Much About History
by Kenneth Davis
Who really discovered America? What was
"the shot heard 'round the world"? 9/11:
What really happened? How did America
elect its first black president? From the
arrival of Columbus through the historic election of
Barack Obama and beyond, Davis carries readers on
a rollicking ride through more than five hundred years
of American history.

Save Me by Lisa Scottoline
Nobody could have foreseen what would
happen the day that Rose McKenna volunteers in the cafeteria of her daughter's elementary school. Rose does it to keep a discreet eye on her third-grader, Melly, a sweet, if shy,
child who was born with a facial birthmark that has
become her own personal bull's-eye. Melly has been
targeted by the mean girl at their new school and gets
bullied every day, placing Rose in a no-win position
familiar to parents everywhere. Do we step in to protect our children when they need us, or does that
make things worse? When the bully starts to tease
Melly yet again, Rose is about to leap into action-but
right then, the unthinkable happens.

Spring Snow by Yukio Mishima
It is 1912 in Tokyo, and the hermetic world of the ancient aristocracy is being breached for the first time by
outsiders, rich provincial families unburdened by tradition, whose money and vitality make them formidable
contenders for social and political power. Shigekuni Honda, an
aspiring lawyer and his childhood friend, Kiyoaki Matsugae,
are the sons of two such families. As they come of age amidst
the growing tensions between old and new, Kiyoaki is plagued
by his simultaneous love for and loathing of the spirited young
woman Ayakura Satoko. But Kiyoaki’s true feelings only become apparent when her sudden engagement to a royal
prince shows him the magnitude of his passion, and leads to a
love affair both doomed and inevitable.
The Danish Girl by David Ebershoff
Loosely inspired by a true story, this tender portrait
of marriage asks: What do you do when the person
you love has to change? It starts with a question, a
simple favor asked by a wife of her husband while
both are painting in their studio, setting off a transformation neither can anticipate. Uniting fact and fiction into
an original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays
the unique intimacy that defines every marriage and the remarkable story of Lili Elbe, a pioneer in transgender history,
and the woman torn between loyalty to her marriage and her
own ambitions and desires. The Danish Girl’s lush prose and
generous emotional insight make it, after the last page is
turned, a deeply moving first novel about one of the most passionate and unusual love stories of the 20th century.

Notes:

