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Book Bites
The Children Act by Ian McEwan

A Special Note:

Due to circumstances beyond this editor’s control,
we will not be publishing an issue of
“Book Bites“ for July.
Watch for an expanded issue in August!!
Thank you for your understanding,

Joan Roche
A Star For Mrs. Blake
by April Smith

The United States Congress in 1929 passed legislation to fund travel for mothers of the fallen
soldiers of World War I to visit their sons’ graves
in France. Over the next three years, 6,693 Gold Star
Mothers made the trip. In this emotionally charged, brilliantly realized novel, April Smith breathes life into a
unique moment in American history, imagining the experience of five of these women.

IQ84 by Haruki Murakami

The year is 1984 and the city is Tokyo.A young
woman named Aomame follows a taxi driver’s
enigmatic suggestion and begins to notice puzzling discrepancies in the world around her. She
has entered, she realizes, a parallel existence, which she
calls 1Q84 “Q is for ‘question mark.’ A world that bears a
question.” Meanwhile, an aspiring writer named Tengo
takes on a suspect ghostwriting project. He becomes so
wrapped up with the work and its unusual author that,
soon, his previously placid life begins to come unraveled.

Fiona Maye is a leading High Court judge who presides over cases in the family division. She is renowned for her fierce intelligence, exactitude, and
sensitivity. But her professional success belies private sorrow and domestic strife. There is the lingering regret
of her childlessness, and now her marriage of thirty years is
in crisis. At the same time, she is called on to try an urgent
case: Adam, a beautiful seventeen-year-old boy, is refusing
for religious reasons the medical treatment that could save
his life, and his devout parents echo his wishes. Time is running out. Should the secular court overrule sincerely expressed faith? In the course of reaching a decision, Fiona
visits Adam in the hospital, an encounter that stirs longburied feelings in her and powerful new emotions in the boy.
Her judgment has momentous consequences for them both.

Dead Wake, The Last Crossing of
the Lusitania by Erik Larson

On May 1, 1915, with WWI entering its tenth
month, a luxury ocean liner as richly appointed as
an English country house sailed out of New York,
bound for Liverpool, carrying a record number of children
and infants. The passengers were surprisingly at ease, even
though Germany had declared the seas around Britain to be
a war zone. For months, German U-boats had brought terror
to the North Atlantic. But the Lusitania was one of the era’s
great transatlantic “Greyhounds” the fastest liner then in service and her captain, William Thomas Turner, placed tremendous faith in the gentlemanly strictures of warfare that for a
century had kept civilian ships safe from attack.

Friday Book Bites..1st Friday Central-10-11 am
Tuesday Book Bites..2nd Tuesday Whittwood Branch-1 to 2 pm
Come and share or just listen
Enjoy refreshments provided by The Friends of the Whittier Library

.

David Copperfield

by Charles Dickens

David Copperfield is the story of a boy who loses both parents at an early age, and who escapes the torture of working for his pitiless stepfather to make something of himself and, with any luck,
find true happiness. David Copperfield features an unforgettable gallery of characters, including David’s cruel stepfather Mr. Murdstone, the unctuous Uriah Heep, the amiable Mr. Micawber, whom Dickens based on his father, and
Dora Spenglow, whom David marries and calls his "childwife.”

Gossamer Ghost
by Laura Childs

Scrapbook shop owner Carmela Bertrand is
ready to head out and enjoy her night until she
hears some strange noises coming from Oddities, the neighboring antiques shop, and decides to investigate. Her evening plans are abruptly put on hold when
out of a curio cabinet and into her arms falls the bloody
body of Oddities owner Marcus Joubert. While Joubert
was known for being an eccentric, Carmela never thought
he could inspire the passion required to kill until she
learns a priceless death mask was also stolen. As the
mystery grows, so does the list of suspects, leaving Carmela with the feeling that it will take every trick in the book
to unmask the killer thief before there’s another night of
murderous mischief. Scrapbooking Tips and Recipes included!

All the Old Knives

by Olen Steinhauer

Two of the CIA's case officers in Vienna, Henry
Pelham and Celia Harrison, were lovers at the
time, and on the night of the hostage crisis Celia decided
she'd had enough. She left the agency, married and had
children, and is now living an ordinary life in the idyllic
town of Carmel-by-the-Sea. Henry is still a case officer in
Vienna, and has traveled to California to see her one
more time, to relive the past, maybe, or to put it behind
him once and for all. But neither of them can forget that
long ago question: Had their agent been compromised? If
so, how?

California Girl by T. J. Parker

The times they are a-changin’ . . .
The Orange County, California, that the Becker
brothers knew as boys is no more unrecognizably
altered since the afternoon in 1954 when Nick,
Clay, David, and Andy rumbled with the lowlife Vonns,
while five-year-old Janelle Vonn watched from the sidelines. The new decade has brought about the end of the
orange groves and the birth of suburban sprawl. It is the
era of Johnson, hippies, John Birchers, and LSD. Clay
becomes a casualty of a far-off jungle war. Nick becomes
a cop, Andy a reporter, David a minister. And the decapitated corpse of teenage beauty queen Janelle Vonn is discovered in an abandoned warehouse. A hideous crime has
touched the Beckers in ways that none of them could have
anticipated, setting three brothers on a dangerous collision
course that will change their family and their world forever.

Dark Rooms by Lili Anolik

The Secret History meets Sharp Objects in this
stunning debut about murder and glamour set in
the ambiguous and claustrophobic world of an
exclusive New England prep school. Death sets
the plot in motion: the murder of Nica Baker, beautiful,
wild, enigmatic, and only sixteen. The crime is solved, and
quickly a lonely classmate, unrequited love, a suicide note
confession but memory and instinct won’t allow Nica’s older sister, Grace, to accept the case as closed. Dropping
out of college and living at home, working at the moneyed
and progressive private high school in Hartford, Connecticut, from which she recently graduated, Grace becomes
increasingly obsessed with identifying and punishing the
real killer.

The Magician’s Lie by Greer
Macallister

When Arden’s husband is found murdered following her performance in Waterloo, Iowa, she falls
under suspicion, particularly after she goes on the
lam. Later the same night, officer Virgil Holt, en route to his
home in the nearby town of Janesville, nabs Arden and
charges her with her husband’s murder.

The Cinderella Murder

.

by Mary Higgins Clark

Television producer Laurie Moran is delighted
when the pilot for her reality drama, Under Sus.
picion, is a success. Even more, the program—
a cold case series that revisits unsolved crimes by recreating them with those affected—is off to a fantastic start
when it helps solve an infamous murder in the very first
episode. Now Laurie has the ideal case to feature in the
next episode of Under Suspicion: the Cinderella Murder.
When Susan Dempsey, a beautiful and multi-talented
UCLA student, was found dead, her murder raised numerous questions. Why was her car parked miles from
her body? Had she ever shown up for the acting audition
she was due to attend at the home of an up-and-coming
director? Why does Susan’s boyfriend want to avoid
questions about their relationship? Was her disappearance connected to a controversial church that was active
on campus? Was she close to her computer science
professor because of her technological brilliance, or
something more? And why was Susan missing one of
her shoes when her body was discovered?
With the help of lawyer and Under Suspicion host Alex
Buckley, Laurie knows the case will attract great ratings,
especially when the former suspects include Hollywood’s elite and tech billionaires. The suspense and
drama are perfect for the silver screen—but is Cinderella’s murderer ready for a close-up?

The Mayor of Casterbridge by

Something for everyone
at the Library
this summer
From non readers
to adults!
Free gifts for just signing up!

Thomas Hardy

A poor workman named Michael Henchard, in
a fit of drunken rage, sells his wife and baby
daughter to a stranger at a country fair. Stricken with
remorse, Henchard forswears alcohol and works hard to
become a prosperous businessman and the respected
mayor of Casterbridge. But he cannot erase his past. His
wife ultimately returns to offer Henchard the choice of
redemption or a further descent into his own selfdestructive nature. A dark, complex story, The Mayor of
Casterbridge brims with invention, vitality, and even wit.

Watch For Great
Programs, Movies
And Story Time too!

Rebel Yell by S.C. Gwynne

Stonewall Jackson has long been a figure of
legend and romance. As much as any person in
the Confederate pantheon even Robert E. Lee,
he embodies the romantic Southern notion of
the virtuous lost cause. Jackson is also considered, without argument, one of our country’s greatest military figures. In April 1862, however, he was merely another
Confederate general in an army fighting what seemed to be
a losing cause. But by June he had engineered perhaps
the greatest military campaign in American history and was
one of the most famous men in the Western world. Jackson’s strategic innovations shattered the conventional wisdom of how war was waged; he was so far ahead of his
time that his techniques would be studied generations into
the future.

Freud’s Mistress by Karen Mack

At first, historians regarded the story of Sigmund
Freud's affair with his sister-in-law Minna Bernays
as nothing more than the scurrilous attempt of a
rival to deflate the reputation of the founder of
psychoanalysis. In recent years, however, new research
has enhanced the veracity of that claim. In this new novel
by Karen Mack and Jennifer Kaufman (A Version of the
Truth; Literacy and Longing in L.A.), Bernays arrives in
1895 Vienna, soon to become enmeshed in the knot of a
very Freudian human drama. A historical novel that resonates with the genius, abandon, and closely guarded secrets of the time.

Sycamore Row

by John Grisham

Seth Hubbard is a wealthy man dying of lung
cancer. He trusts no one. Before he hangs himself from a sycamore tree, Hubbard leaves a
Unlucky 13 by James Patterson
new, handwritten will. It is an act that drags his
San Francisco Detective Lindsay Boxer is loving her life as a new mother. With an attentive adult children, his black maid, and Jake into a conflict as
husband, a job she loves, plus best friends who riveting and dramatic as the murder trial that made Brigance one of Ford County’s most notorious citizens, just
can talk about anything from sex to murder,
three years earlier. The second will raises many more
things couldn't be better. Then the FBI sends Lindsay a
photo of a killer from her past, and her happy world is shat- questions than it answers. Why would Hubbard leave nearly all of his fortune to his maid? Had chemotherapy and
tered. The picture captures a beautiful woman at a stoplight. But all Lindsay sees is the psychopath behind those painkillers affected his ability to think clearly? And what
does it all have to do with a piece of land once known as
seductive eyes: Mackie Morales, the most deranged and
Sycamore Row?
dangerous mind the Women's Murder Club has ever encountered. In this pulse-racing, emotionally charged novel
by James Patterson, the Women's Murder Club must find a
Notes...
killer--before she finds them first.

Still Alice by Lisa Genova

A hauntingly accurate portrayal of a young woman's descent into Alzheimer's Disease from the
prime of life and the loftiest of cerebral heights.

