Book Bites
May

Whittier Public Library

NF Sweet Dreams are Made of This
by Dave Stewart
Dave Stewart’s life has been a wild ride, one filled
with music, constant reinvention, and the neverending drive to create. Growing up in industrial northern
England, he left home for the gritty London streets of the
seventies, where he began collaborating and performing
with various musicians, including a young waitress named
Annie Lennox. The chemistry between Stewart and Lennox was undeniable, and an intense romance developed.
While their passion proved too much offstage, they thrived
musically and developed their own sound. They called
themselves Eurythmics and launched into global stardom
with the massively popular album Sweet Dreams.

NF The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up by Marie Kondo
Despite constant efforts to declutter your home,
do papers still accumulate like snowdrifts and
clothes pile up like a tangled mess of noodles? Japanese
cleaning consultant Marie Kondo takes tidying to a whole
new level, promising that if you properly simplify and organize your home once, you’ll never have to do it again.
Most methods advocate a room-by-room or little-by-little
approach, which doom you to pick away at your piles of
stuff forever. The KonMari Method, with its revolutionary
category-by-category system, leads to lasting results. In
fact, none of Kondo’s clients have lapsed (and she still has
a three-month waiting list). With detailed guidance for determining which items in your house “spark joy” (and which
don’t), this international bestseller featuring Tokyo’s newest lifestyle phenomenon will help you clear your clutter
and enjoy the unique magic of a tidy home—and the calm,
motivated mindset it can inspire.

NF The Ring of Words

by Peter Gilliver The Ring of Words describes the powerful and unique relationship between Tolkien's creative use of the English language in his fictional works and his professional work on
the Oxford English Dictionary. Tolkien's earliest employment was as an assistant on the staff of the OED, and he
later said that he had 'learned more in those two years
than in any other equal period of [his] life'. Here three authors, themselves senior editors of the OED, engage directly with Tolkien's language and his fictional world. Two
discursive sections explore Tolkien as a lexicographer
and his creativity as a word user and creator. The main
section of the book is made up of individual 'word studies'
which explore over 100 words found in Tolkien's fiction in
terms of their origins, development, and significance in his
fictional world. Words such as 'hobbit', 'attercop',
'precious', 'Smeagol', and 'waybread' are explored in fascinating detail. The Ring of Words offers a new and unexplored angle on the creative world of one of our most famous and well-loved writers, presenting new archive material for the first time.

Central Book Bites-1st Friday-10 am
Branch Book Bites-2nd Tuesday-1 pm
Bring what you are reading or just come and
listen to others talk about what they are reading. Enjoy refreshments provided by the
Friends of the Whittier Library

A Time to Kill by John Grisham
Near the rural town of Clanton, Mississippi, little
Tonya Hailey is brutally raped, beaten, and left
for dead by two drunken and remorseless men.
The rapists are almost immediately caught in a
road side bar, where they have been bragging of their
exploits. When the men appear in court days later, Tonya's father Carl bursts out of the courthouse basement,
and executes them with an assault rifle. Murder or executions? Justice or revenge? Carl trusts his life to only one
man in town - local criminal lawyer Jake Brigance, who
dreams of famous cases, headlines, and the big time.
Jake is about to face the fight of his life, and he knows it.
Not only is he up against Rufus Buckley - a tough, ambitious district attorney who realizes that a murder conviction could help him gain higher office - but he has a much
bigger problem: the rapists are white, the judge is white and Carl is black.

The Silence of the Grave
by Arnald Indridason
Inspector Erlendur returns in this gripping Icelandic thriller When a skeleton is discovered halfburied in a construction site outside of Reykjavík, Inspector Erlendur finds himself knee-deep in both a crime scene and an archeological dig. Bone by bone, the body is
unearthed, and the brutalizing history of a family who lived
near the building site comes to light along with it. Was the
skeleton a man or a woman, a victim or a killer, and is this
a simple case of murder or a long-concealed act of justice?

The Man Without a Shadow
by Joyce Carol Oates
In 1965, neuroscientist Margot Sharpe meets the
attractive, charismatic Elihu Hoopes the “man
without a shadow” whose devastated memory, unable to
store new experiences or to retrieve the old, will make him
the most famous and most studied amnesiac in history.
Over the course of the next thirty years, Margot herself
becomes famous for her experiments with E. H. and inadvertently falls in love with him, despite the ethical ambiguity of their affair, and though he remains forever elusive
and mysterious to her, haunted by mysteries of the past.

The Miser by Lesly Egan
Old Vanderveer is an odd client for the famous
lawyer-detective Jesse Falkenstein. In a shabby
suit and frayed shirt, he looks as if he can hardly
afford Jesse's standard fee for drawing up a will,
and it seems unlikely that he has much to leave. But when
a few weeks later he and his invalid wife are murdered in
their seedy bungalow in a run-down corner of Hollywood,
Falkenstein is launched on a long and intricate search for
the fortune which the old man has stashed away in a score
of hiding places.

Death at the Jesus Hospital
by David Dickerson
Three men are found with their throats cut, and all
are connected in some way to an ancient City of
London livery company, the Silkworkers. Lord
Powerscourt has no shortage of suspects or suspicions. The first victim had shadowy links with the Secret
Service. The second had wiped fifteen years out of his own
past. The third, a man who collected women at church during Christmas Carol services, had been threatened by angry husbands and disinherited sons. All the victims had
been opposed to the reorganization of the Silkworkers'
finances and, interestingly, Sir Peregrine Fishborne, the
head of the Silkworkers, was present just before each victim's death. Lord knows that the key to solving the mystery
lies in the strange markings found on the bodies, which no
coroners can identify.

The Lightkeeper by Susan Wiggs
Jesse Morgan is a man hiding from the pain of his
past, a man who has vowed never to give his heart
again. Keeper of a remote lighthouse along a rocky
and dangerous coast, he has locked himself away
from everything but his bitter memories. Now, the sea has
given him a second chance. A beautiful stranger washes
ashore, the sole survivor of a shipwreck. Penniless and
pregnant, Mary Dare is a woman who carries painful memories of her own. With laughter, hope and joy, Mary and
her child bring light into the dark corners of Jesse's world.
But when their friendship turns to passion and passion becomes love, secrets from the past threaten to take it all
away.

Night Road by Kristin Hannah
For eighteen years, Jude Farraday has put her
children's needs above her own, and it shows
her twins, Mia and Zach, are bright and happy
teenagers. When Lexi Baill moves into their
small, close-knit community, no one is more welcoming than Jude. Lexi, a former foster child with a dark
past, quickly becomes Mia's best friend. Then Zach falls
in love with Lexi and the three become inseparable. Jude
does everything to keep her kids out of harm's way. But
senior year of high school tests them all. It's a dangerous,
explosive season of drinking, driving, parties, and kids
who want to let loose. And then on a hot summer's night,
one bad decision is made. In the blink of an eye, the Farraday family will be torn apart and Lexi will lose everything. In the years that follow, each must face the consequences of that single night and find a way to forget or the
courage to forgive.

B Hissing Cousins,
by Marc Peyser & Timothy Dwyer
The Untold Story of Eleanor Roosevelt
and Alice Roosevelt Longworth

When Theodore Roosevelt became president in
1901, his beautiful and flamboyant daughter was
transformed into "Princess Alice," arguably the century's
first global celebrity. Thirty-two years later, her first cousin
Eleanor moved into the White House as First Lady. Born
eight months and twenty blocks apart from each other in
New York City, Eleanor and Alice spent a large part of
their childhoods together and were far more alike than
most historians acknowledge. But their politics and temperaments couldn't have been more distinct. Do-gooder
Eleanor was committed to social justice but hated the
limelight; acid-tongued Alice, who became the wife of philandering Republican congressman Nicholas Longworth,
was an opponent of big government who gained notoriety
for her cutting remarks (she famously quipped that dour
President Coolidge “looked like he was weaned on a pickle”). While Eleanor revolutionized the role of First Lady
with her outspoken passion for human rights, Alice made
the most of her insider connections to influence politics,
including doing as much to defeat the League of Nations
as anyone in elective office.

B. J. Daniels
The New Deputy in Town
Deputy Sheriff Nick Rogers found out smalltown life meant adjusting to two things gossips
and Laney Cavanaugh. And neither was much
help in solving a bridal shower murder. Some
days it appeared like everyone in Whitehorse
had a secret including their new lawman. And falling for
Laney wasn't a good way to maintain a low profile. Nick
might have been new to Whitehorse, but he wasn't above
getting his hands dirty. Even if everybody in Laney's family
had it in for the victim, and they were fixing for a fight. Wedding bells were always trouble, and, unfortunately, trouble
always had a way of hunting Nick down.

Lone Rider
A cowgirl at heart, Bo Hamilton does her best
thinking in wide-open spaces. So when money
goes missing from the family foundation she runs
meaning one of her trusted ragtag employees is
a thief Bo rides into the Crazy Mountains to figure
things out. But a killer hiding among the sawtooth ridges
takes her captive…and isn't planning on ever letting her go.
Bo's disappearance gets folks thinking she's the guilty one
who's run off with the money, but Jace Calder would bet
his ranch that she's innocent. Not that he has any reason
to trust the beautiful, spoiled senator's daughter. But she
also gave his troubled sister a job when no one else would.
For his sibling's sake, Jace is going after Bo and bringing
her home to face the truth. But up in the mountains, he
finds Bo at the mercy of a suspected murderer. As her only
hope, Jace is about to find out what they're both made of.

This is my last edition as Editor of Book Bites.
I will be retiring from the Library on May 1st.
I am passing the torch to Amber Kennedy.
She will do a wonderful job. Branch Book
Bites will now be conducted by Vivian Vellanoweth, Whittwood Branch Librarian.

Thank You and Happy Reading!
Joan Roche

A Paper Son by Jason Buchhol
Grade school teacher and aspiring author Peregrine Long sees a Chinese family on board a
ship, in his morning tea. The image inspires him
to write the story of this family, but then a woman turns up at his door, claiming that he's writing her family history exactly as it happened. She doesn't like it, but
she has one question: What happened to the little boy of
the family, her long-lost uncle? Throughout the course of
a month-long tempest that begins to wash the peninsula
out from beneath them, Peregrine searches modern-day
San Francisco and its surroundings, and, through his continued writing, southern China and the Pacific immigration
experience of a century ago, for the missing boy. The
clues uncovered lead Peregrine to question not only the
nature of his writing, but also his knowledge of his own
past and his understanding of his identity.
Brooklyn by Colm Toibin
One of the most unforgettable characters in contemporary literature” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette),
Eilis Lacey has come of age in small-town Ireland
in the hard years following World War Two. When
an Irish priest from Brooklyn offers to sponsor Eilis in
America, she decides she must go, leaving her fragile
mother and her charismatic sister behind. Eilis finds work
in a department store on Fulton Street, and when she
least expects it, finds love. Tony, who loves the Dodgers
and his big Italian family, slowly wins her over with patient
charm. But just as Eilis begins to fall in love, devastating
news from Ireland threatens the promise of her future.
Come Home by Lisa Scotoline
Jill Farrow is a typical suburban mom who has
finally gotten her and her daughter's lives back
on track after a divorce. She is about to remarry,
her job as a pediatrician fulfills her--though it is
stressful--and her daughter, Megan, is a happily overscheduled thirteen-year-old juggling homework and the
swim team. But Jill's life is turned upside down when her
ex-stepdaughter, Abby, shows up on her doorstep late
one night and delivers shocking news: Jill's ex-husband is
dead. Abby insists that he was murdered and pleads with
Jill to help find his killer. Jill reluctantly agrees to make a
few inquiries and discovers that things don't add up. As
she digs deeper, her actions threaten to rip apart her new
family, destroy their hard-earned happiness, and even
endanger her own life.

The Forgotten Girls by Sara Blaedel
Four days later, Louise Rick still had no answers.
The body of an unidentified woman was discovered in a local forest. A large, unique scar on one
side of her face should have made the identification easy, but nobody has reported her missing. As the new
commander of the Missing Persons Department, Louise
risks involving the media by releasing a photo of the victim,
hoping to find someone who knew her. Louise's gamble
pays off: an older woman phones to say that she recognizes the woman as Lisemette, a child she once cared for in
the state mental institution many years ago. Lisemette, like
the other children in the institution, was abandoned by her
family and branded a "forgotten girl." But Louise soon discovers something more disturbing: Lisemette had a twin,
and both girls were issued death certificates more than thirty years ago.

Gratitude by Oliver Sacks
No writer has succeeded in capturing the medical
and human drama of illness as honestly and as
eloquently as Oliver Sacks. During the last few
months of his life, he wrote a set of essays in
which he movingly explored his feelings about completing a
life and coming to terms with his own death. “It is the fate of
every human being,” Sacks writes, “to be a unique individual, to find his own path, to live his own life, to die his own
death.” Together, these four essays form an ode to the
uniqueness of each human being and to gratitude for the
gift of life.

Notes

