March 2014

Book Bites
Friday Book Bites..1st Friday of the month..Central-10-11 am
Tuesday Book Bites..2nd Tuesday of the month..Whittwood Branch-1 to 2 pm
Come and share or just listen.
Enjoy refreshments provided by the Friends of the Whittier Library
Rescuing Sprite by Mark Levin
Although known as a constitutional lawyer and nationally syndicated broadcaster, Mark Levin is, first
and foremost, a dog lover. In 1998, his family welcomed a Border Collie/Cocker Spaniel named
Pepsi into their lives. Six years later, Levin's wife
and son persuaded him to adopt a dog from the
local shelter. The Spaniel mix had a gentle nature, a beautiful face and soft, huggable fur. They named him Sprite, fell
in love, and their lives would never be the same. Then,
shortly after joining their family, Sprite collapsed.

The Dressmaker by Kate Alcott
On April 12th, 1912, the RMS Titanic struck an
iceberg and sunk, taking with it more than two
thirds of its passengers and crew. Among the
survivors was the famed London-based designer
Lady Lucille Duff Gordon (1863-1935), who figures prominently in this centennial historical novel. The title character
of this novel, however, is the fictitious Tess, a youthful
seamstress who shares Lifeboat No. 1, the infamous
"Millionaires' Boat," with this imperious fashion house mogul. Tess' shipboard encounters, some tragic and some not
so, shape the dressmaker's life and leave an indelible imprint on her subsequent story.

Honored Society by Petra Reski
In the early hours of an August 2007 morning a
gunfight broke out in an Italian restaurant in
Duisburg, Germany; in less than five minutes
over seventy shots were fired into the bodies of
six men. Both the victims and the assassins
were members of the 'Ndrangheta crime organization. Calabria's Mafia had brazenly shown its savage influence outside Italy for the first time. Petra Reski reveals the
Mafia menace lurking throughout the world, from espresso
bars in Palermo to European halls of parliament to the corporate headquarters of enormous agricultural firms. In
haunting and exquisite prose she explores the Byzantine
structure of the 'Ndrangheta, Cosa Nostra and other mafia
clans throughout Italy, the code they live by, the destruction
they wreak, how they operate within the country and how
they operate internationally. She shows how these syndicates dominate everything from nuclear waste disposal to
hotel chains to the marijuana trade in Australia and cocaine
trafficked throughout the world.

Dorothy Parker Complete by Dorothy Parker
As this complete collection of her short stories
demonstrates, Dorothy Parker’s talents extended
far beyond brash one-liners and clever rhymes. Her
stories not only bring to life the urban milieu that
was her bailiwick but lay bare the uncertainties and disappointments of ordinary people living ordinary lives. Dorothy
Parker's quips and light verse have become part of the
American literary landscape, but, as this new collection of
her complete short stories demonstrates, Parker's talents
extended far beyond brash one-liners and clever rhymes.
Soy Sauce for Beginners by Kristen Chen
Gretchen Lin, adrift at the age of thirty, leaves her
floundering marriage in San Francisco to move back
to her childhood home in Singapore and immediately finds herself face-to-face with the twin headaches
she’s avoided her entire adult life, her mother’s
drinking problem and the machinations of her father’s
artisanal soy sauce business.

The Poisoner’s Handbook by Deborah Block
A fascinating Jazz Age tale of chemistry and detection, poison and murder, The Poisoner's Handbook is a page-turning account of a forgotten era.
In early twentieth-century New York, poisons offered an easy path to the perfect crime. Science
had no place in the Tammany Hall-controlled coroner's
office, and corruption ran rampant. However, with the appointment of chief medical examiner Charles Norris in
1918, the poison game changed forever. Together with
toxicologist Alexander Gettler, the duo set the justice system on fire with their trailblazing scientific detective work,
triumphing over seemingly unbeatable odds to become the
pioneers of forensic chemistry and the gatekeepers of justice.
The Bully Pulpit by Doris Kearns Goodwin
The story is told through the intense friendship of Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft—a close relationship that strengthens both men before it ruptures
in 1912, when they engage in a brutal fight for the
presidential nomination that divides their wives,
their children, and their closest friends, while crippling the progressive wing of the Republican Party, causing Democrat Woodrow Wilson to be elected, and changing the country’s history.
Catastrophe 1914: Europe Goes to War
by Max Hastings
From the acclaimed military historian, a new history of the
outbreak of World War I: the dramatic stretch from the
breakdown of diplomacy to the battles, the Marne,
Ypres, Tannenberg, that marked the frenzied first
year before the war bogged down in the trenches.
He traces the path to war, making clear why Germany and Austria-Hungary were primarily to
blame, and describes the gripping first clashes in the
West, where the French army marched into action in uniforms of red and blue with flags flying and bands playing.
Hastings also re-creates the lesser-known battles on the
Eastern Front, brutal struggles in Serbia, East Prussia and
Galicia, where the Germans, Austrians, Russians and
Serbs inflicted three million casualties upon one another
by Christmas.

James Patterson
Judge & Jury

Demonic mob boss Dominic "The Electrician"
Cavello has finally been captured, but the price
was high: Two FBI agents went down during a
botched sting operation. Convinced that the
feds have the goods on this brutal, cold-blooded killer,
the FBI's Nick Pellisante has vowed legal revenge. Unfortunately, Cavello has concocted a seemingly fail-safe
way to stay free. Instead of relying solely on his milliondollar defense, he assigns a merciless paid assassin to
literally level the playing field.

Cross Country

Detective Alex Cross pursues the most ruthless killer he's ever encountered-to a land of
sheer terror and back. It's the worst crime scene Alex Cross has ever seen, and then more killings,
each one more ruthless than the last, quickly follow. After
one death comes terrifyingly close to home, Alex realizes
he's chasing a horrible new breed of killer.

Double Cross

A spate of elaborate murders in Washington
D.C. have the whole East Coast on edge. They
are like nothing Alex Cross and his new girlfriend, Detective Brianna Stone, have ever
seen. With each murder, the case becomes increasingly
complex. There's only one thing Alex knows: the killer
adores an audience. As victims are made into gruesome
spectacles citywide, inducing a media hysteria, it becomes clear to Alex that the man he's after is a genius of
terror--and he's after fame. The killer has the whole city
by its strings--and he'll stop at nothing to become the
most terrifying star that Washington D.C. has ever seen.
The Circle by Dave Eggers
When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle,
the world’s most powerful internet company, she
feels she’s been given the opportunity of a lifetime. The Circle, run out of a sprawling California
campus, links users’ personal emails, social media, banking, and purchasing with their universal operating system,
resulting in one online identity and a new age of civility
and transparency.

To the End of June by Cris Beam
The book mirrors the life cycle of a foster child
and so begins with the removal of babies and kids
from birth families. There’s a teenage birth mother
in Texas who signs away her parental rights on a
napkin only to later reconsider, crushing the hopes of
her baby’s adoptive parents. Beam then paints an unprecedented portrait of the intricacies of growing up in
the system, the back-and-forth with agencies, the shuffling between pre-adoptive homes and group homes, the
emotionally charged tug of prospective adoptive parents
and the fundamental pull of birth parents. Beam closely
follows a group of teenagers in New York who are grappling with what aging out will mean for them and meets
a woman who has parented eleven kids from the system, almost all over the age of eighteen, and all still in
desperate need of a sense of home and belonging.
Stolen by Louise Monaghan
In the middle of one of the worst civil wars in
Syria's history, Louise Monaghan walked
across a heavily guarded border to save her six
-year-old child from the father who had callously
snatched her from her home in Cyprus. Fearing
for her daughter's future under the oppressive Sharia
law, the Irish mother returned to her ex-husband, Mostafa Assad, to bide her time until she could escape with
her daughter. Once in his homeland, she too was held
captive, locked inside a run-down house with little food
and no hope of deliverance. Severely beaten by Mostafa
she was even left unconscious on the ground in front of
their child, she and her little girl miraculously escaped.
Proof of Guilt by Charles Todd
The experienced Rutledge knows that suspicion and circumstantial evidence are not proof
of guilt, and he's going to keep digging for answers. But that perseverance will pit him
against his supervisor, the new acting chief superintendent. When Rutledge discovers a link to an incident in
the French family's past, the superintendent dismisses it,
claiming the information isn't vital. He's determined to
place the blame on one of French's women despite
Rutledge's objections.

Book Bites Update
Friday Book Bites...The Book Bites Program at
the Central Library was begun in 2005 with the idea of
providing to the public and staff alike a chance to talk
about books in an informal and comfortable setting.
Through the years it has become one of the Library’s most
successful and enduring programs, and has expanded to
include a well-attended monthly gathering at the
Whittwood Branch. Participants have the opportunity to
talk about books they are currently reading with titles ranging from classics to best-sellers, non-fiction and fiction.
The discussions are always lively and engaging. New
members are always welcome! Friday Book Bites is held
on the first Friday of the month.
Tuesday Book Bites...Whittwood Branch Book
Bites aka-Tuesday Book Bites began about 5 years ago
modeled after the already successful Friday Book Bites at
the Central Library. It was started at Branch by Nicole
Schulert, reference librarian, and carried on today by Joan
Roche. We are a smaller group and have survived a major remodel and a readjustment to a new building. We are
happily settled now in the Branch Community Room. At
times we have up to 12 in attendance. We review our
books, discuss, laugh, discuss our lives, laugh and have
great treats provided by the Friends! If you are in the
neighborhood on the second Tuesday of the month,
drop in!

*****************************************
The Cat Who Smelled a Rat
by Lilian Jackson Braun
The way Jim Qwilleran sees it, there’s nothing
worse than being left high and dry. But that’s
exactly where he’s been ever since a record-breaking
drought hit Moose County. He’s bedraggled. Beleaguered.
And, following a rash of fires at local historic minesites,
deeply bewildered. Some blame the blazes on bad weather conditions, but Qwill’s thinking arson. And when a mysterious explosion is followed by a blood-chilling murder, he
starts seriously praying for snow—and answers. Good
thing Koko can smell trouble a mile away.

Buying Time by Pamela Samuels Young
Waverly Sloan is a down-on-his-luck lawyer.
But just when he's about to hit rock bottom, he
stumbles upon a business with the potential to
solve all of his problems. In Waverly's new line
of work, he comes to the aid of people in desperate need of cash. But there's a catch. His
clients must be terminally ill and willing to sign over rights
to their life insurance policies before they can collect a
dime. Waverly then finds investors eager to advance them
thousands of dollars-including a hefty broker's fee for himself-in exchange for a significant return on their investment
once the clients take their last breath. The stakes get higher when Waverly brokers the policy of the cancer-stricken
wife of Lawrence Erickson, a high-powered lawyer who's
bucking to become the next U.S. Attorney General. When
Waverly's clients start dying sooner than they should, both
Waverly and Erickson-who has some skeletons of his own
to hide-are unwittingly drawn into a perilous web of greed,
blackmail and murder.

March Lunch at the Library

Captain Diana Arnold
United States Army
Speaking on her recent
deployment in Kuwait.
Thursday, March 27
12 noon to 1 pm

Central Library

The Deep End of the Ocean
by Jacquelyn Mitchard
Few first novels receive the kind of attention and
acclaim showered on this powerful story, a nationwide bestseller, a critical success, and the
first title chosen for Oprah's Book Club. Both highly susKitchen by Banana Yoshimoto
A lyrical tale about loss and grief and familial love. penseful and deeply moving, The Deep End of the Ocean
When college student Mikage Sakurai is orphaned imagines every mother's worst nightmare, the disappearance of a child, as it explores a family's struggle to endure,
by the death of her grandmother, she is rescued
from loneliness and grief by Yuichi, a young flower even against extraordinary odds. Filled with compassion,
humor, and brilliant observations about the texture of real
shop delivery man, and discovers that families
life, here is a story of rare power, one that will touch readcome in many shapes and can be found in many places.
ers' hearts and make them celebrate the emotions that
make us all one.
The First of July by Elizabeth Speller
A captivating novel of the tragedies of war, as lives
cross, dreams are shattered, and futures altered
Notes...
as the hours pass during the first day of the Battle
of the Somme.On July 1st, 1913, four very different men are leading four very different lives. Exactly three years later, it is just after seven in the morning,
and there are a few seconds of peace as the guns on the
Somme fall silent and larks soar across the battlefield,
singing as they fly over the trenches. What follows is a day
of catastrophe in which Allied casualties number almost
one hundred thousand. A horror that would have been unimaginable in pre-war Europe and England becomes a day
of reckoning, where their lives will change forever, for
Frank, Benedict, Jean-Batiste, and Harry.

