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Proposed Project Description

1.0 Introduction

The City of Whittierwill be thelead agency and will prepareravisedEnvironmental Impact
Report (EIR) for theProjectdescribed herein.This EIR is being prepared consistent with
Section15088.5.0f the California Environmental Quality ActGEQA) Guidelines, that govern
recirculationof an EIR prior to certification.Although not required by Section 15088.5 of the
CEQA Guidelines,the City of Whittier is sending this Notice of Preparatiand Scoping
Document(NOP) to responsible agencies, trustee agencies responsible for nataaicess
affected by theProject federal agencies that may be involved in permitting or approving the
Project and interested persorGonsistent withSection 15082f the CEQAGuidelines, within

30 days after receiving this NOP, each agency is requesfad\ile the @y of Whittier with

specific details about the scope and content of the environmental information to be contained in
the EIR related to that agdhedN@Pisalsabengsedifo st at
interested persons to satimput from the public as to the scope of the EIRcopinghearings

will be held to receive commenté the NOHrom agencies and from interested members of the
public. Agencies and members of the public can also comment in writing on the scope of the
document.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15082 requires that the NOP provide a description of the Project,
including the location, and a summary of the potential environmental effébis. NOP is in
responsdo a revision to the origingl proposedProject by Matrix, which was the subject of a
previous NOP in January 2010. A Public Draft EIR was written for that Project under SCH
#2010011049 and the Project was subsequently revised by Makiich is now the subject of

this NOR

The City owns approximately,290acres of former oil fields in the hills north of the developed

areas of the City. This area was commonly known as the Whittier Main Field, which produced

oil for more than 100 yeais an active oil field and drilled about 5&@lls in that timeuntil the

early 1990s. The majority of the land encompassing the oil field was purchased from Chevron
and Unocal with Measure A funds in order to preserve the land as open space and wildlife
habitat. The land is currently managed for the City by the teuditis Landfill Native Habitat
Preservation AuthoritfAuthority), a joint powers agency whose members include the City of
Whittier, County of Los AngelegndLos Angeles County Sanitation DistsctOn October 28,

2008, the City awarded a lease to MaOil Corporationthat could permit resumption ofl and

gas extraction from the site. The agreement
Whittier Main Field to Matrix and providethat subject to a conditional use permit and
numerous contual provisions, Matrix could hawertain rights, including drilling exploratory

oil wells and extracting oil, gas, and other hydrocarbons from the |lanéxchange for these

rights, the project could generate a substantial-teng income stream fdahe City and for the
preservation and enhancement of the Marxser vebo
Oil Corp., the operator of the Whittier Main Oil Field and the Applicant, has submitted a
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application to thayQf Whittier to drill for the purpose of
exploration and production of remaining oil and gas reserves at the site.

In order to assist the City evaluate the suitability of the Matrix CUP application, the EIR will
assess the environmental impacts of faitdrilling and operational activities in the area and,
where appropriate, develop mitigation measures to reduce pdiestalificant impacts. These
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Proposed Project Description

mitigation measures can then be incorporated as conditions of approval for the CUP to be

considered byhe City.

Table 1.1

Project Details

Project Information

Project Title

Whittier Main Oil Field Project

Case Number

CUP0S004, DRPOD15

Lead Agency

City of Whittier, 13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California 90602
1772.

Contact Person

Jeff Adams City of Whittier, Community Development Departme
(562)567-9320

Applicant Matrix Oil Corporation, 104 W. Anapamu, Suite C, Santa Barbal
CA 93101, (805) 889000

General Plan Designation Open Space

Zoning Designation Open Space

Site Size

Project oil and gas production and processing operations
expected to be physically located atsingle site This site is

approximately 6.9 acres and will contain wells, processin
equipment and a truck loading facility Electrical and pipelin
interconnections will be made to the Southern California Ed
grid, the Southern California Gas Company pipeline andCityeof

Whittier Water District systemQil and gagipeline connectianof

approximately 2.8 miles will & constructed to connect the oil fig
to the existing Crimso®il Pipeline System at La MiradeoBlevard
and Leffingwell Rad and te to the Gas Company pipelitie-in

located at théntersectiorof Colima Road and Lambert Rod&df the
1,290 acrs ownedby the City of Whittier within the Preserve, t
Whittier Main Oil FieldProject will needa total of approximately
6.9 acres for pads to support the proposed oil and gas productig
processing facilities.

Project Location

Located on City owned land within the Puente Hills Landfill Nati
Habitat Preservation Authority, generally located north of Mar V
Street and west of Colima Road. ($égure 21, Whittier Main Oll
Field Vicinity Map).

Assessor Parcel Numbers

8137028900, 8137021907, 8137021-902, 8137021-908, 8139
021-909, 8289007-908, 8138033-914, 8138033915, 8138033
913, 8289007-909, 8289007-907, 8138032-901, 8289021-904,
8289021-903, 8291005900, 8291004-900, 8289020-900, 8291
003901.

Access

Vehicular access is planned from north Catalin@fsbf Mar Vista
Ave. and fromthe existing North Access Roditrough an existing
accesdhrough the Savage Canyon Landfill. Access to the Larn
would occur through the eahce on Penn Street.

Latitude and Longitude

33A56654.820 N and 118A000623
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Proposed Project Description

2.0 Proposed Project Description

The Project is a revision to the previous Oilfield project, described iDtat Environmental

Impact Report (SCH# 2010011049), previously distributed for public review from
October 6, 2020 through December 6, 2010. The revised Project incorporates aspects of the
environmentally superior project alternative and is being proposed by the applicant in order to
redwce areas of disturbance and potentially significant environmental impacts.

As proposed, theevisedProject(Project), when fully developeadyill consist of wells,an oil
processinglant a gas plantpil and gas pipelinesnda oil truck loading facilty, to be located
within portions of thel,290acre City owned/Nhittier Main Field now part of the Authority
Habitat Preserverhe oil and gas production and processfagilities will be physically located

at one site within the Whittier Main Oil Field (see Figure 2). Ths Project Siteis
approximately6.9 acres An additional 6 acres may be temporarily disturbed for construction and
gradingof the site.

TheProject Sitas generally located in the area of the Central Consolidated Site, ideatfibe
environmentally superior alternative in the previous Oilfield project Draft EIR. The P&iject

will contain well cellars, well test stations, and liquid and gas separating equipment. In addition,
the site will contain the oil processing faciitand gas planRoads, pipelines, and power poles
would be constructed. Electrical and pipeline interconnections would be made to the Southern
California Edison (SCE) grid and the City of Whittier Sewer and Water District systems. Access
to the Projectvould be both from Catalina Avenue aalbng the North Access roadwéym

Penn Street through the landfill property and through the Preserve ®rdfext Site. For
vehicles two tons and under, tReojectSite would be accessed through Catalina AveRoe.
vehicles larger than two tons, the Penn Street entrance and the landfill road would be used to
access thaite through the North Accedload (see Figure 2.) Approximately3 miles of the

North Access roadwayvould have to be aligned, stabilized anddened to safely accept
vehicles. In addition, approximately 708df of new roadway would have to be built to access

the well pad area located within tReojectSite and approximately 1,808etof existing asphalt

road within the Preserve adjacenthie ProjectSite would have to be realigned.

Two methods for transporting the marketable crude oil are proposed by Matrix. One method
would be viathe Truck Loading Facility located inside tiojectSite area, where the oil would

be loaded onto oil t&ker trucks and transported through therth AccessRoadto a nearby
receiving terminal and then be transferred into the Crimson Pipeline System. This oll
transportation method would be used during the testing phase of the Project until the permanent
oil pipeline is constructed and during rare perimdhe eentthe pipeline system is shut down.

The second oil transportation method would transfer the marketable crude oil by pipeline from
the ProjectSite to the existing Crimson Pipeline System. This would involve buildmgil

pipeline from theProjectSite under existing roadways through the Preserve to Colima Road and
thenthrougha new 2.8mile pipeline connecting to a tia point at Leffingwell Road and La
Mirada Boulevard(See Figure -8.) The Crimson Pipeline System would transport the crude to
the ConocoPhillips Refinery in Wilmington. This pipeline would be constructed at the same time
and in the same trench as the natural gas line, which would follow the same route to tie into the
Southern California Gas Company (SCGCJine at the intersectionfoColima and Lambert
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Roads. Oil transportation via pipeline would occur for the duration of the project except for brief
and rare periods when the pipeline or refinery are temporarily shut down for maintenance, in
which case oil would be temporarily tr@asted via truckrom theTruck Loading Facility

A new gas pipeline would also be built next to the oil pipeline fromRtaect Site under
existing roadway through thereserve to Colima Road. From Colima Road the gas pipeline
would follow the oil pigline to the SCGC line interconnection at Lambert Road. In addition,
during the Drilling and Testing Phase and during the Design and Construction Rlgese
pipeline could be constructed above ground next to the landfill road froRrofectSite to the
landfill to be connected to the City of Whittier pipeline system.

The proposed Project would involve three distinct development phases. The first phase, the
Drilling and Testing Phase, would involve drilling three test wells atRhgect Site and
assessing the quality and quantity of oil and gas produced. Assuming successful testing, the
second phase, the Design and Construction Phase, would involve the installation of gas and oil
processing and crude transportation facilities.

The thrd phase, the Operations and Maintenance Phase, would involve drilling of the remaining
wells (total of up to 60 wells), as well as the operation and maintenance of the gas and oil
facilities and the wells, which would involve well workovers and occasiwehlre-drilling.

3.0 Scope of the Environmental Impact Report

Matrix Oil Corporation, the applicant for the Whittier Main Oil Field, has submitted a revised
application to the City of Whittier for a CUP and Development Review Permit (DRP). As such,
thes applications are the discretionary actions required to permit the proposed Project as defined
by CEQA.

The EIR will assess the impacts of exploratory and production drilling and operational activities
in the Whittier Main Oil Field and, where appropeatievelop mitigation measures to reduce
significant impacts. These mitigation measures will then be used in developing the conditions of
approval and requirements that would be part of the discretionary action the City could take on
the Project.

The Cityof Whittier and the EIR consultant had previously prepared a Public Draft EIR for an
earlier version of the Project. It is expected that the same issue areas analyzed previously would
also be analyzed as part of this Revised Draft EIR. The analysis EiRhfor each of these issue

areas will address thenvironmentabaseline, the impacts associated with the exploratory and
possible production drilling and operational activities, cumulative impacts, and mitigation
monitoring. The mitigation monitoringlan will include the requirements, the responsible
agencies and the timelines for each mitigation measure.
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Figure 2-1 Whittier Main Oil Field Vicinity Map

MAP
LOCATION
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Figure 2-2 Proposed Project Site Locations

~— Qil/Gas Production Pipeline {underground)
— Electrical Power Lines (underground)
— Sewer & Water Pipeline (underground)

® Temporary Power Poles
(Testing Phase only)
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Figure 2-3 Proposed Pipeline Routes
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