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About the
author
“Shelton Johnson dreamed of
mountains as a boy, living in inner
city Detroit. He had never been to
a mountain range in the United
States and his only experiences
with nature and wildlife came
through television and movie
screens.
“Enrolled in an MFA program at
the University of Michigan, Shelton applied to be a seasonal worker at Yellowstone, thinking the park would provide a quiet place to work on his writing.
‘I got oﬀ a bus in Gardiner, Montana,’ Shelton remembers, ‘right outside the
north entrance....And as I was stepping down onto the ground, there was a
bison — a 2,000-pound animal — walking by. There was no one else around and
the bison was just strolling by! I looked up at the driver and I said, ‘Does this
happen all the time?’ And he looked at me and said, ‘All the time.’ And I said to
myself, ‘I have arrived.’
“Shelton has been working in national parks ever since, spending time in
Yellowstone, Great Basin, and as an interpreter at Fort Dupont Park in the
Anacostia section of Washington, DC. There, he met students like himself and
his friends who had grown up in Detroit — tough inner-city black kids whose
understanding of nature was about as distant as Mars. ‘That’s when I first made
the resolution that I had to figure out how to connect these kids with nature, to
get them to have a nature experience.’
“Shelton found his key for connecting with audiences after being transferred to
Yosemite. Deep in the archives of the park, he stumbled across a faded photo
of buﬀalo soldiers who had patrolled Yosemite at the turn of the 20th century.
Since 1998, Shelton has told the story of the Buﬀalo Soldiers in the national
parks — in print, on camera, and in person. He has traveled to public schools
and spoken with kids throughout America. He has tracked down descendants
of the soldiers, authored an award-winning website, and been lauded by civic
groups and governments for his work. During evening programs and daytime
ranger walks in Yosemite, he tells the story through the dramatic portrayal of a
character he’s developed: Sergeant Elizy Boman.
“All the while, Shelton has remained true to the reason he started this work. ‘I
can’t forget that little black kid in Detroit,’ he says. ‘And I can’t not think of the
other kids, just like me — in Detroit, Oakland, Watts, Anacostia — today. How

do I get them here? How do I let them know about the buﬀalo soldier history,
to let them know that we, too, have a place here? How do I make that bridge,
and make it shorter and stronger? Every time I go to work and put the uniform
on, I think about them.’
“Johnson served with the Peace Corps in Liberia. He has won several writing
awards, including a Hopwood Award in poetry. He has presented his original
living-history program about a buﬀalo soldier at venues around the country
and has received many honors and awards for this work, which has also been
widely covered in the media; and he is featured in the Ken Burns documentary
film The National Parks: America’s Best Idea. He also introduced Oprah Winfrey
to Yosemite during her first visit to the park on The Oprah Winfrey Show.
Johnson and his wife and son live just outside Yosemite National Park.”
from PBS.org and the Sierra Club

About Gloryland by Shelton Johnson
“Born on Emancipation Day, 1863, to a sharecropping family of African and
Indian blood, Elĳah Yancy never lived as a slave, but his self-image as a free
person is at war with his surroundings: Spartanburg, South Carolina, in the Reconstructed South. Exiled for his own survival as a teenager, Elĳah walks west
to the Nebraska plains and, like other rootless young African-American men of
that era, joins the U.S. Cavalry.
(continued on next page)

“The trajectory of Elĳah’s army career parallels the nation’s imperial adventures in the late nineteenth century: subduing Native Americans in the West
and quelling rebellion in the Philippines. Haunted by the terrors endured by
black Americans and by his part in persecuting other people of color, Elĳah is
sustained only by visions, memories, prayers, and his questing spirit — which
ultimately finds a home when his troop is posted to guard the newly created
Yosemite National Park in 1903.
“Here, living with little beyond mountain light, cold rivers, campfires, and
stars, he becomes a man who owns himself completely, while knowing he’s left
pieces of himself scattered along his life’s path like pebbles on a creek bed.
“Novelist Shelton Johnson wove Elĳah’s story from his own family’s past, and
from the threads of history he found while researching the role of buﬀalo soldiers in Yosemite. His narrator’s voice — poetic, rhythmically cadenced, ranging freely through time — makes this novel a literary meditation on finding a
self and a spiritual home, while unveiling a little-known chapter of America’s
from the publisher
past.”

About Buffalo Soldiers
“Buﬀalo Soldiers, like their white counterparts in U.S. Army regiments, were
among the first park rangers, in general, and backcountry rangers, in particular, patrolling parts of the West. African-American army regiments, formed just
after the Civil War, had been dispatched westward where these black soldiers
fought in the Indian Wars and were eventually given the name Buﬀalo Soldiers
by the Cheyenne and other Plains Indians who saw a resemblance between
their dark, curly hair and the matted cushion between the horns of the buﬀalo.

“Congress, in 1866, created six
segregated regiments which were
soon consolidated into four black
regiments: the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 24th and 25th Infantry.
Historians have recorded the
service of these Buﬀalo Soldiers
on the Western frontier, but their
service in some national parks
has been nearly forgotten. Approximately 500 Buﬀalo Soldiers
served in Yosemite National Park
and nearby Sequoia National
Park, with duties from evicting
poachers and timber thieves to
extinguishing forest fires. Their
noteworthy accomplishments
were made despite the added
burden of racism.
“The hidden chapter of this U.S. Army history revolves around the participation of African-American troops of the 24th Infantry and 9th Cavalry, who
protected both Yosemite and Sequoia national parks in 1899, 1903, and 1904.
(The parks are located approximately 150 miles apart.) Most of these men were
veterans of the Spanish-American War and the Philippine-American War, in
which they were called ‘Smoked Yankees.’ Many of them enlisted in the South,
where opportunities for African-Americans were limited to sharecropping and
other labor intensive work.
“Even though the Buﬀalo Soldiers wore the uniform of the U.S. Army, their
ethnicity, combined with the racial prejudice of the time, made the performance of their duties quite challenging. In the early 1900s, African-Americans
were routinely abused, or even killed, for the slightest perceived oﬀense. They
occupied one of the lowest rungs of the social ladder, a fact which served to
undercut the authority of any black man who served in any position of power.
Yosemite and Sequoia’s Buﬀalo Soldiers had to be simultaneously strong and
diplomatic to fulfill the duties of their job but to avoid giving oﬀense.
“Although oﬃcers were mostly Euro-American, an exception to this was
Charles Young, the third African-American graduate of the U.S. military academy at West Point. He served as the acting military superintendent of Sequoia
National Park in 1903. Although his tenure was brief, it was groundbreaking.
Young is considered by some to be the first African-American superintendent

of a national park. Most of the men under Young’s command in Sequoia, as
well as the 9th Cavalry soldiers serving in Yosemite, were Philippine war veterans; but service in the Sierra brought about an astonishing change in geography and function for these battle-weary men. Their duties included confiscating firearms as well as curbing poaching of the park’s wildlife, suppressing
wildfires, ending illegal grazing of livestock on federal lands, and stopping
thefts of timber and other natural objects. They oversaw the construction of
roads, trails, and other infrastructure.
“Their accomplishments included, but by no means were limited to, the
completion of the first usable road into Giant Forest and the first trail to the top
of Mt. Whitney (the tallest peak in the contiguous United States) in Sequoia
National Park in 1903; and the building of an arboretum in Yosemite National
Park near the south fork of the Merced River in 1904. One scholar considered
the latter area to contain the first marked nature trail in the national park system. Thus, an integral part of that history played by the 500 Buﬀalo Soldiers,
comprising eight troops of cavalry and one company of infantry, will no longer
from the National Park Service website: www.nps.gov
be forgotten.”

About Trooper Ron Jones
Trooper Ron Jones is a veteran of the Vietnam War. After enlisting in the Navy
on December 7, 1970, he trained as a nuclear engineer. He served on three
nuclear submarines over a period of twelve years, spending long stretches
patrolling the South China Sea and “on station” in the North Pacific during
the waning years of the war.
His unit was integral to the
safe extrication of citizens
trapped in Vietnam after the
fall of Saigon in April, 1975.
After serving two additional
tours of duty, Jones received
his third Honorable Discharge Certificate in 1982.
Trooper Ron Jones is the son
of Trooper Frederick Douglass Jones, a World War II
veteran who served in the
famed Buﬀalo Soldier Horse
Cavalry.

Whittier Reads Programs
Thursday, April 4

Chuck Wagon Dinner
Guest of Honor Shelton Johnson
Central Library • 5:30 • Tickets $50 each
Tickets on sale at Central and Branch.

Thursday, April 4

Shelton Johnson in person
Visiting with author Denise Hamilton
Central Library • 7:30 • Free tickets*
Copies of Gloryland will be available for
purchase and signing.

Monday, April 8

Buffalo Soldiers
Film starring Danny Glover
Whittwood Branch • 6:30 • Free tickets*

Thursday, April 11

Story of the Buffalo Soldiers
Trooper Ron Jones, son of Buﬀalo
Soldier Frederick Douglass Jones
Central Library • 7:00 • Free tickets*
Sponsored by Pam and Greg Polito

Monday, April 15

California’s Gold:
John Muir
Film: Huell Howser Yosemite special
Whittwood Branch • 6:30 • Free tickets*
Sponsored by The Whole Child

Wednesday, April 17

Discussion of Gloryland
Wednesday Night Book Group
The author will not be present.
Central Library • 6:30 • Free
Tickets are not required.

*Pick up your free ticket/s at Central Library or Whittwood Branch.
Programs are subject to change.

Monday, April 22

Yosemite: The Fate
of Heaven
Film narrated by Robert Redford
Whittwood Branch • 6:30 • Free tickets*

Thursday, April 25

Sierra Club Presentation:

“Inner City Outings”
Lunch at the Library
Bring a sack lunch and enjoy dessert and
beverages provided by the Friends of the
Whittier Public Library.
Central Library • 12:00 • Free
Tickets are not required.

Monday, April 29

Glory
Civil war film starring Denzel Washington,
Matthew Broderick, and Morgan Freeman
Whittwood Branch • 6:30 • Free*

*Pick up your free ticket/s at Central Library or Whittwood Branch.
Programs are subject to change.

About Inner City Outings:
Sierra Club Inner City Outings is a community outreach program that
provides opportunities for urban youth and adults to explore, enjoy, and
protect the natural world.
The Sierra Club has 50 volunteer-run ICO groups spread throughout the
United States. Every year, these groups conduct more than 800 outings
that serve approximately 14,000 youth, helping these participants learn
how to enjoy the outdoors safely and responsibly.
Through these outings, ICO promotes interpersonal skills and self-esteem by involving participants in teamwork, teaching them self-reliance
outside an urban setting, and encouraging them to take an active role
in protecting the environment. As its participants discover the beauty
of wild lands, ICO also helps the Club build support for environmental
protection in urban communities across the country.
http://angelesico.org/

Films —
Buffalo Soldiers
The film Buﬀalo Soldiers is a fact-based story
about the all-black U.S. Cavalry Troop H, which
protected the Western territories in post Civil War
times. The story focuses on the troops’ attempts to
capture an Apache warrior named Vittorio, who
slaughters the settlers in New Mexico.
The film examines the racial tensions that existed
between the black soldiers and some of the white
soldiers and the truths about the Indian invaders.
from the Internet Movie Database

“During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the Buffalo Soldiers were assigned to the harshest and
most desolate posts. Specific duties included subduing Mexican revolutionaries, outlaws, … rustlers and hostile Native Americans. Buﬀalo soldiers also
explored and mapped the Southwest, establishing frontier outposts for future
towns.”
from the Buﬀalo Soldiers Online Museum
Whittwood Branch Library • Monday, April 8 • 6:30 • Tickets are free.

California’s Gold:
John Muir
Part One: Huell goes back in time and visits
with John Muir at Yosemite National Park.
Muir was America’s most famous and influential naturalist and conservationist who is often
called the father of our National Parks System.
In 1892, he founded the Sierra Club to protect
the newly created Yosemite National Park.
Through his writing and actions, he taught the
people of his time, and ours, the importance of experiencing and protecting our
natural heritage.
Part Two: Huell tours the the Victorian residence in Martinez where the naturalist John Muir lived from 1890 to his death in 1914, and meets the special
folks who are responsible for preserving this important site. While living there,
Muir laid the foundations for the creation of the National Park Service in 1916.
Whittwood Branch Library • Monday, April 15 • 6:30 • Tickets are free.
Sponsored by The Whole Child

Yosemite:
The Fate of Heaven
Yosemite: The Fate of Heaven, narrated by Robert
Redford, evokes the spectacular, primeval Yosemite
of the 19th century and looks at the contrast with
Yosemite today, a park that must accommodate
over three million visitors a year.
“The most beautiful valley in the world” is seen
through the eyes of those who struggle day after
day to preserve it — the rangers, trail builders,
firefighters and naturalists — and from the perspectives of the backpackers, rock climbers, tourists and
backcountry skiers who come to revel in its sheer
ageless beauty. The result is a remarkable vision of
Yosemite’s past, present and future. This moving film, a documentary classic,
was created in 1989 by the Sundance Institute and the Yosemite Conservancy.
Whittwood Branch Library • Monday, April 22 • 6:30 • Tickets are free.

Glory
Robert Gould Shaw leads the U.S. Civil War’s first all-black volunteer company, fighting prejudices of both his own Union army and the Confederates.
Glory is based on the true story of 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, the
first formal unit of the U.S. Army to be made up entirely of African-American
men, as told from the point of view of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, its commanding oﬃcer.
The script for Glory drew from the book
One Gallant Rush, by Peter Burchard,
which is based on the letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw, the real-life commander,
(played by Matthew Broderick). The film
also draws from Lincoln Kirstein’s Lay
This Laurel, about the memorial to Col.
Shaw and his troops by Augustus SaintGaudens.
Glory won three Academy Awards.
Whittwood Branch Library
Monday, April 29 • 6:30 • Tickets are
free.

Thank you to our Community Supporters!
Yosemite — $1,000
Rotary Club of Whittier

Mariposa — $250
The Whole Child

Program Sponsor — $200
Pam and Greg Polito

Tuolomne — $100
PIH Health

Firefall — $50
Credit Union of Southern California
Bill and Rose Mary Yetter

In-Kind Contributions
Radisson Hotel Whittier
The Cat & the Custard Cup
Trader Joe’s
Golf ‘n’ Stuﬀ
Jay Oberholtzer – Thank you for the beautiful photographs of Yosemite in the
Community Room.

Whittier Reads — 2013 Committee
Sue Settlage • Sheryl Crockey • Rob Settlage • Bill Wright
Marygene Wright • Rose Mary Yetter

Whittier Reads — 2013 Staff
Paymaneh Maghsoudi • Diane Hara • Carole Hull • Sylvia Saenz
Bonnie Weber

Whittier Public Library Foundation
Board of Directors
Ellie Bewley, President
Doris Huxtable, Vice President
Sandra Alarcón-Lopez, Vice President, Fundraising
Norm Kirschenbaum, Secretary
Raymond Schmidt, Treasurer
Elaine Allen • Rev. Bill Ankerberg • Patricia Beck
Maurine Behrens • Anne Kiley • Sue Settlage
Ruth B. Shannon • Marygene Wright • Rose Mary Yetter
Margaret Martyn (representing the Friends of Whittier Public Library)

Whittier Public Library Board of Trustees
Rob Settlage, Chair
Lynne Mook, Vice Chair
Eileen Bigelow
Doris Huxtable
Gail Chabran

Whittier City Council
Owen Newcomer, Mayor
Bob Henderson, Mayor Pro Tem
Joe Vinatieri
Cathy Warner
Fernando Dutra
Whittier Public Library (Central) • 7344 S. Washington Avenue • 562.567.9900
Whittwood Branch Library • 10537 Santa Gertrudes Avenue • 562.567.9950
www.whittierlibrary.org • wplf@whittierlibrary.org
“Like” Whittier Public Library on Facebook.
Programs are subject to change.
The Library often photographs programs for use in publicity
materials. By being present during these activities, you consent
to use of your appearance or likeness by the Library and its
licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, worldwide in perpetuity.

