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Part I: Mitigation Planning
Executive Summary
The City of Whittier Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan was prepared in response to the
Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000). The DMA 2000 (also known as Public Law
106-390) requires state and local governments to prepare hazard mitigation plans to
document their hazard mitigation planning process, and identify hazards, potential
losses, mitigation needs, goals, and strategies. This type of planning supplements the
City’s comprehensive emergency management program.
Under DMA 2000, each state and local government must have a federally approved
hazard mitigation plan to be eligible for hazard mitigation grant funding. To comply, the
City of Whittier developed its original Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (also referred to
as the Hazard Mitigation Plan) in 2004, which is now being superseded by this update.
The Mitigation Plan and plan maintenance are organized into three parts. Part I
contains an Executive Summary, Introduction, Mitigation Strategies, Planning Process,
and Plan Maintenance. Part II contains Community Profile, Risk Assessment, and
Hazard-Specific Sections. Part III includes the Appendices. Each section of the plan is
described below.
The City’s Hazard Mitigation Planning Team (Planning Team) consisting of City staff
from various departments used FEMA’s approach to accomplish the following:
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Develop a Planning Team
Identify hazards of concern
Profile these hazards
Estimate inventory at risk and potential losses associated with these hazards
Develop mitigation strategies and goals that address these hazards
Develop plan maintenance procedures for implementation after the California
Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA) and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) approve the mitigation plan.

As required by DMA 2000, the City informed the public about the planning process and
provided opportunities for public input. In addition, key agencies and stakeholders
shared their expertise during the planning process. This Natural Hazards Mitigation
Plan documents the process and outcome of the City’s mitigation planning efforts.
The City intends to incorporate mitigation planning as an integral component of
government operations through existing procedures and programs. Each year, the
Planning Team will review the mitigation plan, make modifications as necessary, and
notify the public of any significant changes.

Risk Assessment
Risk assessment is the identification of risks posed by a hazard and the corresponding
impacts to the community. This process involves four steps: identify hazards, profile
hazards, inventory assets, and estimate losses.

Step 1: Identify Hazards
The Planning Team identified the hazards that could impact the City using the City’s
General Plan (specifically the Land Use and Safety Elements), the City’s Multi-Hazard
Functional Plan, and the County’s General Plan (specifically the Hazards Appendix).
FEMA’s Hazard Identification and Analysis Worksheets contained in Understanding
Your Risks How-To-Guide, Understanding Your Risks: Identifying Hazards and
Estimating Losses were used to augment this information.
The Planning Team prioritized the hazards based on the frequency, magnitude,
geography, possible direct and cascading effects, impacts to critical facilities and
vulnerable populations, historic costs associated with each hazard, and other relevant
factors.
The following hazards of concern, in order of significance, were selected for evaluation
in the mitigation plan:
9 Earthquake
9 Flooding
9 Wildfire

Step 2: Profile Hazards
Hazard profiles determine the extent to which each hazard could impact the City. Each
hazard profile contains the following information:
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Background and local conditions
Historic frequency and probability of occurrence
Severity
Historic losses and impacts
Designated hazard areas

Other factors considered include potential impact, onset, frequency, hazard duration,
cascading effects, and recovery time for each hazard. Using this information, the
Planning Team assessed the relative risk of each hazard ranging from severe risk to no
risk. Where applicable, the source(s) of information, data, and maps showing
vulnerable areas and relevant community components are provided.

Step 3: Inventory Assets
To estimate losses from each hazard (number of structures, value of structures and
number of people), the Planning Team used local resources; Census data; Hazards
U.S.-Multi-Hazard (HAZUS-MH), a Geographic Information System (GIS) risk

assessment methodology; and other GIS capabilities. The inventory of assets shows a
range of resources that could be lost or damaged for each hazard such as population,
general building stock (residential and commercial), critical facilities (hospitals, schools,
police and fire stations, and transportation systems), and utilities.

Step 4: Estimate Losses
Estimated losses to structures and their contents, as well as the losses to structure use
and function, were identified.

Mitigation Strategies
The risk assessment and public input involved a review of past mitigation actions, future
goals, and appropriate mitigation strategies. The Planning Team identified five
mitigation goals that summarize the hazard reduction outcome the City wants to
achieve:
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Protect Life and Property
Enhance Public Awareness
Protect Natural Systems
Increase Partnerships and Implementation
Improve Emergency Services

These goals, along with their corresponding objectives, guided the development and
implementation of specific mitigation activities. Many of the mitigation objectives and
action items come from current programs. Emphasis was placed on the effectiveness
of the activities with respect to their estimated cost.

Plan Adoption
The Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan was reviewed and adopted by the City Council. A
copy of the City Council Resolution appears in Section 2: Planning Process.

Plan Maintenance
Hazard mitigation planning is an ongoing process involving changes as new hazards
occur, as the area develops, and as more is learned about hazards and their impacts.
The Planning Team will monitor changing conditions, help implement mitigation
activities, annually review the plan to determine if City goals are being met, and provide
an update to Cal EMA and FEMA every five years. In addition, the Planning Team will
review After-Action Reports generated after any disaster that impacts the City, and
revise the mitigation plan if needed.

Point of Contact
To request information or provide comments regarding this mitigation plan, please
contact:

Contact

Emergency Services Assistant

Mailing Address

13230 Penn Street, Whittier CA 90602

Telephone Number

(562) 567-9830

The City of Whittier Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (Mitigation Plan) includes resources
and information to assist City residents, public and private sector organizations, and
others interested in participating in planning for natural, man-made, and technological
hazards. The Mitigation Plan provides a list of activities that may assist City of Whittier
in reducing risk and preventing loss from future hazard events. The action items
address multi-hazard issues, as well as activities specific to earthquakes, flooding, and
wildfires.

