

















said, I’ve got this great idea — oh, by the way, Chuck Carey did amend one thing, he says, Don’t put the
mitigation for the arbitration fund in that. He said, Just keep it as a mitigation fund for the wildlife. He
says, It’s never going to cost us anything, and I’m willing to have the district back that up. In other words,
if there are people’s values that are hurt, then we should just pay for it. And he says, Don’t tie it to the
mitigation fund. So we took that out. But we’ll do it. But we’ll set up the arbitration fund. I said fine. So |
called Hilda Solis, and | said, Hilda, I’ve got this great plan, you know, | explained it to her, she said,
“Oh, that’s wonderful, Bob, it’s just a win-win thing.” | said, But | can’t talk to the people at Hacienda
Heights, because they just think that we’re betraying them, because we’re going to go in favor of this
development, but I said, 1’1l explain to them why 1I’m, | think we’re getting the most we can possibly get
out of... great. So she set up a meeting for a couple people, and | don’t remember the other gentleman,
but Jack Yorn [?], very active guy over there. Civil Engineer. And vehemently against the expansion, but
I met with those two people and Hilda in her office, and proceeded to explain this idea. And they all liked
the idea of the mitigation funds, but were adamant that we couldn’t possibly, you know, that we should
really vote against this. | explained to them, I said, Look, I said, I’m not just one of these politicians that
just wants to go down in flames, why should | vote, you’re going to lose this thing 13-1 if we vote in
favor, and | want to instead get something that’s good. So okay, yeah well, we understand that. And from
that point on, | was just lambasted — | mean, in print, in letters to the editor, and so on, as the guy who
sold out, heh heh, the... Hacienda Heights. | mean, vicious stuff, from Jeff Yan [?] on me personally, and
so on. So it was not the brilliant move | made... but anyway, we then went ahead and sold it, we had to
make a presentation first at Regional Planning, and | did the presentation out there, and they adopted it,
then it went back to the Board of Directors of the same district, and | made the presentation there, and
plus Chuck Carey, you know, told them this is the right thing to do, and so on, and when that
unanimously... it went onto the County Board of Supervisors, and because of political pressure, Dana
Diven Deet [?] vote against the expansion of the landfill. He was coming up for election. And but the
votes were in 4-1, and so it was extended. We then went through about a year and four or five months of
legal challenges that HHIA filed. And the property owner of the property near there. And at the end of
that time, though, the agreement was ratified. And we had already been receiving the 3.7 million dollars
per year. Which, it tends to fall around that figure. It’s a little less some years. But basically there’s a...
So that became the great money machine. If you think about that, I mean, from our 17 million dollars with
Prop A, with which we were able to do a lot of things, this generated about 37 million dollars over a ten
year period of time, and will generate some 74 million dollars since it will be extended. And it stays as
part of the process. It’s just going to be an extension of that. So at that point, it generates a huge amount
of money, not only for acquisition, but again, the thing I’m proudest about out of it, we were also able to
say it’s for the maintenance and preservation of those lands, and re-vegetation, so that we are now paying
for all of the ranger services. Threshing, trail maintenance, everything out of that fund, for all the
wilderness lands within the district boundaries. And the district boundaries are basically the 605 freeway
to the west, the 60 freeway to the north, Whittier Boulevard to the south, and Harbor Boulevard to the
east. So that we’ve created this area that’s a large segment of the wilderness corridor, and developed a
funding source to buy and maintain the properties. And we’ve brought a number of properties with that
money now. Specifically from there, we’ve bought Powder Canyon in the City of La Habra Heights, 531
acre beautiful canyon out there that was part of that great public battle, and is a story in itself, and how
we’ve acquired that property, and we’ve acquired Sycamore Canyon, which is the property that’s clear to
the eastern boundary, and touches on Workman Mill Road, and...

CH: Would that be the western boundary, that area that you described?

BH: Yeah. The western boundary. Did | say eastern again? | have trouble with east/west, you know? But
anyway, it’s clear to the other side, and we are in negotiation right now on another seven properties, and
are trying to buy all of each up, from Harbor Boulevard to the City of Whittier. We’re in escrow on a
parcel immediately adjacent to the Unocal property now, which is our most recent acquisition, so anyway,
it’s been a great money source, and sense of that, basically we’ve spent all of the 17 million now out of
Prop A, and some 5 million dollars
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something like that, so far, out of the mitigation fund, and are negotiating on a whole lot more.
CH: There's an elegant symmetry to funding this preservation fund from trash.

BH: Oh yes, we did a little video, my wife does multi-media stuff, and we actucally, for one little
presentation, took a trash truck and worked it into a tree, with the idea, it makes a nice point and
it's a really interesting social thing and it will become a model because I can tell you that there are
a number of environmental groups that are just waiting for the next landfill expansion, or
whatever, in areas, to try to tie this together. It makes a lot of sense to find a societal benefit for
areas that are negatively impacted, this is a good process.

CH: Well, I think we'll close for today and I certainly want to continue this discussion when you
have more free time, because there's a lot more to this story. Before we close, I just want to re-
affirm that we have your consent to make this interview and the transcription that we do from it,
available to the public

BH: You certainly do.

CH: Thank you very much, Councilman Henderson, we'll talk again.

BH: Thank you.
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