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WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL PLEASED TO LEARN LONG-TIME WHITTIER BUSINESS
SIGNED A NEW 15-YEAR LEASE SAVING OVER 100 FULL-TIME JOBS
WHITTIER, CA. — Russ Bassett Corporation has been located in Whittier since
1960. Knowing their lease would be up in two years, in early 2013, the business began
to explore their options including a possible move to the Inland Empire. Upon learning of
this, the City Council directed staff to intervene and assist by assembling a Rapid
Economic Development “RED” Team together to help retain the business in Whittier.
The RED Team comprised of various economic development partners and utility
companies including the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation,
Southern California Edison, The Gas Company, Community Development Commission
of the County of Los Angeles, SASSFA/WorkSource Center and City of Whittier
economic development staff including the City Manager and Council Member Joe
Vinatieri. Resources from the various partners as well as state and federal programs
were compiled for Russ Bassett.
“For the past 54 years the team at Russ Bassett Corp. has been busy growing our
manufacturing business into a nationally recognized provider of Technical Furniture and
Media Storage systems. We are pleased to report that we have just renewed our lease
for another 15 years and look forward to continuing as a proud member of the Whittier
commercial community,” said Mike Dressendorfer, Russ Bassett CEO.
Mayor Cathy Warner said, “Retaining the business and saving 120 jobs in our
community is a win for everyone!” She further stated, “We couldn’t sit back and just let

things happen. We knew we had to be proactive and show the Russ Bassett
Corporation we really cared about them staying in the City of Whittier.”
---------------------------------------The City of Whittier is committed to proactive economic development and promotes
a business friendly environment to ensure Whittier remains economically viable. The
City was named the Most Business-Friendly City in Los Angeles County in November
2012 by the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation.
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