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This application is for property owners seeking to enter into a Mills Act 
agreement with the City of Whittier.   Mills Act applications are reviewed by 

the Historic Resources Commission and the City Council 
 

 

 

 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Complete the application form attached.  In addition to the application form, 
several other items and exhibits must be submitted as part of your application.  A 
checklist of these items, along with supplemental information follows the 
application form. 

2. Submit your complete application package to the Planning Department, at the 
address shown in the title block above.  An overview of the application process is 
included on the pages that follow. A flowchart is also included, showing the general 
stages through which your application will be evaluated. 

http://www.cityofwhittier.org/


Q 
A 

APPLICATION REVIEW Q&A 

What happens after the application is submitted? 
 

When you submit your application package, a staff planner will be assigned to 
your project. The planner will check your application for completeness.  State Law 
allows cities 30 days to review applications for completeness.  We will notify you 
in writing of any outstanding items. 

After the application is deemed complete, what is the review procedure? 

Once staff deems your application complete, the application will be scheduled for 
public hearing before the Historic Resources Commission.  Your case planner will 
prepare a staff report, which will be available to you approximately four days 
prior to the hearing.  Ten days prior to the hearing, Planning staff will mail out a 
public notice to the applicant and to owners of contiguous properties to inform 
them of the hearing. 

What takes place at the hearing? 

At the hearing, the Historic Resources Commission will consider the application, 
including the research materials, exhibits and the staff report. Planning staff will 
briefly summarize the staff report, after which there will be an opportunity for 
any interested public to address the Commission.  There will also be an 
opportunity for the applicant to address the Commission.  At the conclusion of 
the hearing, the Commission will take one of three actions: recommend approval 
of the agreement to the City Council; continue consideration of the agreement to a 
future date; or recommend denial of the agreement to the City Council.  

After the recommendation by the Historic Resources Commission, the application 
will be scheduled for a public hearing before the City Council.  The Council will 
take final action on the agreement after considering the recommendation by the 
Historic Resources Commission, all staff report materials and any public 
comment.   The decision of the Council is final. 

How long does the review process take? 

An application processing flowchart is included on the next page, which outlines 
the review procedure, and includes approximate time frames for each stage.   As a 
rough guide, plan on two to three months.  The time needed can vary, depending 
on such factors as staff case load and hearing scheduling constraints. 

When does the Historic Resources Commission and City Council meet? 

The Historic Resources Commission meets the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall, on the second floor.  The City 
Council meets the second and fourth Tuesday of every month, at 6:30 p.m., in the 
same location. 



AN OVERVIEW OF THE MILLS ACT  
APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

This general overview shows the basic steps of the Mills Act application 
process.  Note that the time periods indicated are approximate, and can 
vary depending on staff case load and hearing scheduling constraints. 
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 MILLS ACT  
 APPLICATION 

 CASE NO: HR _________ 
 

 ASSOCIATED CASES:  

 
 
 

1. PROPERTY INFORMATION 
PROPERTY ADDRESS 

 

 

HISTORIC NAME (IF APPLICABLE) 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (LOT, BLOCK, TRACT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER 

 
2. PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION  
NAME 

 

 

PHONE 

STREET ADDRESS 

 

 

FAX 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

 

 

E-MAIL (OPTIONAL) 

 

 

3. HISTORIC DESIGNATION TYPE 
DESIGNATION TYPE 

 POTENTIAL    LOCAL     STATE      NATIONAL 

DATE OF DESIGNATION 

 

APPLICANTS SIGNATURE 

X:  _________________________________________  DATE: ________________ 

Please turn to the next page and complete the Property Preservation and Rehabilitation time-line 

 

4. STAFF USE ONLY 
ISSUED BY:      RECEIVED BY: 

DATE: DATE: 

 FEE: $                                                          (ACT. PL 452) 

 IS THIS PROPERTY ON ANY OTHER RESOURCE LISTINGS?  IF SO, INDICATE BELOW: 
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PROPERTY PRESERVATION AND 

REHABILITATION TIME LINE 

The Mills Act requires that a 10-year property preservation and rehabilitation plan be 
included in the agreement.   This plan provides the tangible basis for reduced property 
taxes in exchange for the preservation and rehabilitation of the building. 

Please list the preservation and rehabilitation improvements which you as the property 
owner will agree to undertake over the next 10 years, in order of priority: 

 

 

YEAR IMPROVEMENT 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 


