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A. Public Notification 

I. Public Hearing Notice: Council Districts 

 December 9, 2014

II. Community Meetings Open Letter

 November 14, 2014

III. Press Release

 November 10, 2014

IV. Community Meetings Announcements

 November 12, 2014

 October 31, 2014

V. Meet the Expert Announcements 

 October 22, 2014

 October 20, 2014

VI. Project Announcements

 November 14, 2014

 October 22, 2014

VII. Public Hearing Notice: Council Districts

 October 14, 2014

VIII. City Announcements

IX. Social Media Posts

 Twitter: October 15, 2014

 Facebook: October 15, 2014

B. Earned Media 

I. Los Angeles Times 

 October 15, 2014

II. Whittier Daily News

 November 18, 2014

 November 14, 2014

 November 12, 2014

 October 27, 2014

 October 15, 2014

 October 13, 2014

 September 8, 2014

III. San Gabriel Valley Tribune

 November 18, 2014

IV. Whittier Area Chamber of Commerce, Calendar

 November 19, 2014

 November 20, 2014

V. Whittier Uptown Association, Newsletter 

 November 15, 2014

 November 17, 2014

Appendices 
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VI. Whittier Voters Coalition, Website 

 November 2014 

VII. 411 Whittier 

 October 17, 2014 

VIII. La Mirada Lamplighter 

 November 2014 

 

C. Meeting Materials 

I. Community Meetings Presentation   

 November 15, 19, and 20, 2014 

II. Guiding Principles for Public Participation and District Development  

 November 13, 2014 

III. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

 November 7, 2014 

IV. Fact Sheet  

 October 29, 2014 

V. Sample Maps and Datasets 

VI. Public Concept Maps and Datasets 

 

D. Table Mapping Exercise Summaries 

I. November 15, 2014 

II. November 19, 2014 

III. November 20, 2014 

 

E. Other items  

I. Census Population Map – How to Submit a Districting Map 

II. Sample Map Availability Announcement 

 November 12, 2014  
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I. Public Hearing Notice: Council Districts – 

December 9, 2014 
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City of Whittier 
13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California 90602-1772 
(562) 567-9320          Fax (562) 567-2872 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS 
 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Whittier will 
conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, December 9, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the City Council Chamber, 13230 
Penn Street, Whittier, California, to consider the formation of four council districts 
in compliance with City Charter Section 400.  
 

Any person with an interest in this matter is invited to attend said hearing 
and testify.   
 

Should you have any questions concerning this public hearing, please 
contact Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer, City of Whittier, at (562) 567-
9854. 
 
 

Kathryn A. Marshall 
City Clerk -Treasurer 

 
Publish: November 28, 2014 
   

\\ch-san-02\CCT\Elections\2016 Districts\Notices\Public Hearing - Council Districts 120914.doc 
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II. Community Meetings Open Letter 
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Whittier Voting Districts Formation Community Meetings Next Week 
 
Today, Whittier is a diverse community with a rich cultural heritage that is central to our City’s identity.  
On June 3, 2014, voters approved a Charter Amendment, Measure W, setting into motion an historic 
process to create four geographically defined City Council voting districts with a mayor elected by the 
entire city.  This dynamic districting process will change the way our community elects its future 
leadership.  
 
As we undertake this important process, it is critical that the Whittier community engage in the voting 
districts formation (VDF).  The process began with “Meet the Expert” meetings, where interested parties 
had an opportunity to see sample maps and provide input.  As a continuation, the City is hosting 
community meetings this month to gain your input regarding potential voting district boundaries.  The 
formation process will continue in early 2015 when we plan to host another round of meetings to 
display map revisions based on the public input received since October of this year.  
 
November:  First Round of VDF Community Meetings 
Meeting attendees will have the opportunity to learn about the process, provide input on the make-up 
of the new City Council districts, and review sample maps for discussion and comment.  Participants will 
meet demographics expert Dave Ely of Compass Demographics, who was hired by the City of Whittier to 
gather community input and provide expert recommendations to the City Council on the formation of 
the districts in a manner that best reflects, among other things, the Whittier community’s population, 
geography, communities of interest, and significant and sensitive land issues.  
 
Each of the three November meetings will provide the same information. Your presence and 
participation are welcomed at the following meetings: 
 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
9-11 a.m. 
Whittier Senior Center, 13225 Walnut Street  
  
Wednesday, November 19, 2014 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Palm Park, 5703 Palm Avenue 
  
Thursday, November 20, 2014 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Road 

 
December:  Public Hearing on District Formation  
The City Council will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. on December 9, 2014 to receive a report on the 
outcomes from the first round of community meetings and to review proposed maps developed as a 
result of public input.  Prior to this meeting, information and recommendations received from the first 
round of meetings, one-on-ones and other relevant information will be incorporated into proposed 
maps of the districts.  The City Council will also receive additional public comments about district 
dividing lines so everyone is invited to speak to the Council. 
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Early 2015: Second Round of VDF Community Meetings – Proposed Maps 
A second round of community meetings will be held in early 2015.  Participants will be able to review 
proposed maps of the districts and provide comments. 
 
Community input from the second round of meetings will be incorporated into the map(s) that will be 
used for the written report that City staff will provide to the City Council for consideration and final 
approval at a future public hearing in early 2015.  The new voting districts will be reflected in elections 
beginning in 2016. 
 
The process for creating voting districts aims to be transparent and is designed to inform and, most 
importantly, engage the public.  All community members—residents, business owners, and other 
interest persons—are encouraged to provide input on the formation of voting districts.  We invite you to 
be a part of the mailing list so you always know the latest information as the process moves forward.  To 
register, please visit www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf.   Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer is also available 
to answer any VDF inquiries at (562) 567-9854 or at kmarshall@cityofwhittier.org. 
 
The City of Whittier remains committed to providing a healthy and safe community, through a balance 
of economic, social, political, cultural and recreational opportunities where participation in the affairs 
and the progress of the community will continue to flourish.  
 
Cathy Warner, Whittier Mayor 
Fernando Dutra, Whittier Mayor Pro Tem 
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III. Press Release 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
November 10, 2014 

City of Whittier to Hold  
Voter Districts Formation Community Meetings 

 
The community is invited to take part in the voting districts formation process by participating in any of 
three community meetings to be held this month throughout the City.   
 
Residents will have the opportunity to learn about the process and provide input on the make-up of the 
new City Council districts, reviewing sample maps for discussion and comment.  Participants will meet 
demographics expert, Dave Ely, of Compass Demographics, who has been hired to gather community 
input and develop district boundaries in a manner that best reflects, among other things, Whittier’s 
population, demography, geography, communities of interest, and significant and sensitive land issues.  
 
“The City of Whittier has initiated a dynamic districting process that will change the way our community 
elects its future leadership,” said Whittier City Manager Jeff Collier.  “As a result of the voter-approved 
Charter Amendment, an historic effort is underway to create four geographically-defined City Council 
voting districts, while the mayor will be directly elected by Whittier’s voters.” 
 
The meeting schedule is as follows: 

 Saturday, November 15, 2014,  9 am-11 am (Central) 
Whittier Senior Center, 13225 Walnut Street, Whittier, CA 90602  

  

 Wednesday, November 19, 2014, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm (West) 
Palm Park, 5703 Palm Avenue, Whittier, CA 90601 

  

 Thursday, November 20, 2014, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm (East) 
Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Rd., Whittier, CA 90604 

 
The City expects to hold a second round of meetings early next year at which the public will receive 
updates and provide additional input on the proposed District maps. 
 
 

### 
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IV. Community Meeting Announcements 
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1

Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:25 PM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.
Attachments: Fact Sheet-Final 102114 - English.pdf; Fact Sheet-Final 102314 - Spanish.pdf; FAQ Final 

11-7 14 - English.pdf; FAQ Final 11-7 14 -Spanish.pdf

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Community Meetings – November 15, 19 and 20 

 

The City of Whittier has initiated a dynamic process that will change the way the community elects its future leadership. 
This historic effort is underway following the June 3, 2014 voter‐approved Charter Amendment calling for four council 
members elected from geographically defined districts and a citywide Mayor.  
 
As a valued community member, the City is calling on you to get involved in the process of creating four council voting 
districts. Three community meetings will be held in various locations within the City to solicit public input. The meetings 
will have identical presentations, so attend the one most convenient for you. 
 

Meeting Details 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Uptown Senior Center 
13225 Walnut Street 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Palm Park 
5703 Palm Avenue 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Parnell Park 
15390 Lambert Road 

Other Methods to Stay Involved 

 

Please see the attached flyer for details on submitting your own voting districts map.  
 
For additional information, please visit www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  or contact Kathryn Marshall,  
City Clerk‐Treasurer at (562) 567‐9854 or districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
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# 

 
You are receiving this communication because of your interest in the City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation.   
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list then please reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Reuniones comunitarias – 15, 19 y 20 de noviembre 

 

La ciudad de Whittier ha iniciado un proceso dinámico que cambiará la forma como la comunidad elige a sus líderes en 
el futuro. Este esfuerzo histórico comenzó después de la Enmienda a la Carta Estatutaria aprobada por los votantes del 3 
de junio de 2014 solicitando la creación de cuatro consejos territoriales de distritos y un alcalde para la ciudad. 

La ciudad lo convoca para que se involucre en el proceso de creación de los distritos electorales ya que usted es un 
miembro valioso de nuestra comunidad. Se realizarán tres reuniones comunitarias en varios lugares dentro de la ciudad 
para solicitar los comentarios del público. Las reuniones tendrán las mismas presentaciones, así que puede ir a la que 
sea más conveniente para usted. 
 

Detalles de las reuniones 

Sábado, 15 de noviembre de 2014 
9:00 a.m. a 11:00 a.m. 
Uptown Senior Center 
13225 Walnut Street 

Miércoles, 19 de noviembre de 2014 
6:30 p.m. a 8:30 p.m. 
Palm Park 
5703 Palm Avenue 

Jueves, 20 de noviembre de 2014 
6:30 p.m. a 8:30 p.m. 
Parnell Park 
15390 Lambert Road 

Otros métodos de participación pública 

 

Consulte el folleto adjunto para más detalles sobre como enviar su propio mapa distrital. 
 
Para más información, visite www.ciudaddewhittier.org/vdf o contacte a Kathryn Marshall,  
Secretaria‐Tesorera de la Ciudad a (562) 567‐9854 o distritos@cityofwhittier.org. 
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# 

 
Usted está recibiendo esta comunicación debido a su interés en la Creación de Distritos Electorales de Whittier.  
Si desea cancelar su suscripción a esta lista de correo, por favor responda con ‘cancelar suscripción’ en la línea de tema.
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Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 1:32 PM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.
Attachments: VDF Announcement English.pdf; VDF Announcement Spanish.pdf

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Community Meetings – November 15, 19 and 20 

 

The City of Whittier has initiated a dynamic process that will change the way the community elects its future leadership. 
This historic effort is underway following the June 3, 2014 voter‐approved Charter Amendment calling for four council 
members elected from geographically defined districts and a citywide Mayor.  
 
As a valued community member, the City is calling on you to get involved in the process of creating four council voting 
districts. Three community meetings will be held in various locations within the City to solicit public input. The meetings 
will have identical presentations, so attend the one most convenient for you. 
 

Meeting Details 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Uptown Senior Center 
13225 Walnut Street 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Palm Park 
5703 Palm Avenue 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Parnell Park 
15390 Lambert Road 

Other Methods to Stay Involved 

 

Please see the attached flyer for details on submitting your own voting districts map and information on scheduling a 
meeting with expert Dave Ely of Compass Demographics.  
 
For additional information, please visit www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  or contact Kathryn Marshall,  
City Clerk‐Treasurer at (562) 567‐9854 or districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
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You are receiving this communication because of your interest in the City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation.   
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list then please reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Reuniones comunitarias – 15, 19 y 20 de noviembre 

 

La ciudad de Whittier ha iniciado un proceso dinámico que cambiará la forma como la comunidad elige a sus líderes en 
el futuro. Este esfuerzo histórico comenzó después de la Enmienda a la Carta Estatutaria aprobada por los votantes del 3 
de junio de 2014 solicitando la creación de cuatro consejos territoriales de distritos y un alcalde para la ciudad. 

La ciudad lo convoca para que se involucre en el proceso de creación de los distritos electorales ya que usted es un 
miembro valioso de nuestra comunidad. Se realizarán tres reuniones comunitarias en varios lugares dentro de la ciudad 
para solicitar los comentarios del público. Las reuniones tendrán las mismas presentaciones, así que puede ir a la que 
sea más conveniente para usted. 
 

Detalles de las reuniones 

Sábado, 15 de noviembre de 2014 
9:00 a.m. a 11:00 a.m. 
Uptown Senior Center 
13225 Walnut Street 

Miércoles, 19 de noviembre de 2014 
6:30 p.m. a 8:30 p.m. 
Palm Park 
5703 Palm Avenue 

Jueves, 20 de noviembre de 2014 
6:30 p.m. a 8:30 p.m. 
Parnell Park 
15390 Lambert Road 

Otros métodos de participación pública 

 

Consulte el folleto adjunto para más detalles sobre como enviar su propio mapa distrital e información para hacer una 
cita con Dave Ely de Compass Demographics. 
 
Para más información, visite www.ciudaddewhittier.org/vdf o contacte a Kathryn Marshall,  
Secretaria‐Tesorera de la Ciudad a (562) 567‐9854 o distritos@cityofwhittier.org. 
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# 

 
Usted está recibiendo esta comunicación debido a su interés en la Creación de Distritos Electorales de Whittier.  
Si desea cancelar su suscripción a esta lista de correo, por favor responda con ‘cancelar suscripción’ en la línea de tema.
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V. Meet the Expert Announcements 
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Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 2:50 PM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.

 

Be a Part of Whittier’s Voting Districts Formation (VDF)! Visit 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  

 
Community members have an opportunity to meet with the technical consultant, Dave Ely, Compass
Demographics, at the IT training room in City Hall.  Community members will be able to review 
sample maps as a starting point to give an idea of how equal population districts might be
distributed.  Those that are interested in taking advantage of these meetings will be asked to
schedule an appointment through the City Clerk-Treasurer’s office.: 
 
Appointments available: 

12:45 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday October 29 
11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Thursday October 30 
5:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. on Thursday October 30 
5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. on Thursday October 30 
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday October 30 

For additional information, please contact Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer, at (562) 567-9854, 
districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
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Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2014 8:33 AM
Subject: ***Attention City of Whittier Community Members***  ***Atención miembros de la 

comunidad de la Ciudad de Whittier*** 

 

Be a Part of Whittier’s Voting Districts Formation (VDF)! Visit 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  

 
Community participation is integral to the process needed to create voting districts for the
City.  Community members have an opportunity to meet with the technical consultant, Dave Ely, 
Compass Demographics, at the IT training room in City Hall.  Community members will be able to 
review sample maps as a starting point to give an idea of how equal population districts might be
distributed.  Those that are interested in taking advantage of these meetings will be asked to 
schedule an appointment through the City Clerk-Treasurer’s office. 
 
•           5:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. on Thursday, October 23 
•           11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on Saturday, October 25 
•           10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 29 
•           11:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 30 
 
(these meetings are 45 minutes to one hour) 
 
For additional information, please contact Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer, at (562) 567-9854, 
districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
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Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 3:45 PM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.

 

New information is now available for review and download. 
 

For additional information, please visit 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  or contact  
Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer at (562) 567-9854 or 
districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
 
You are receiving this communication because of your interest in the City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation.   
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list then please reply with unsubscribe in the subject line. 
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Nueva información está disponible para ser revisada y 
descargada. 
 
Para más información, visite www.ciudaddewhittier.org/vdf o 
contacte a Kathryn Marshall,  
Secretaria-Tesorera de la Ciudad a (562) 567-9854 o 
distritos@cityofwhittier.org. 
 
Usted está recibiendo esta comunicación debido a su interés en la Creación de Distritos Electorales de Whittier.  
Si desea cancelar su suscripción a esta lista de correo, por favor responda con ‘cancelar suscripción’ en la línea de tema.
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Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 8:34 AM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.
Attachments: CPP 1.pdf; CPP 2.pdf; Whittier map.pdf; how to submit map.pdf; Mapa.pdf; Cómo 

someter un mapa.pdf

 

Be a Part of Whittier’s Voting Districts Formation (VDF)! Visit 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  

 
Community participation is integral to the process needed to create voting districts for the 
City.  Arellano Associates will lead the outreach efforts to implement the CPP with City staff guidance.
 
Please share this e-mail with friends and family in the City to help us get the word out to ensure 
community participation in this historic process!   
 
For additional information, please contact Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer, at (562) 567-9854, 
districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
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Sea parte de la Creación de Distritos Electorales de Whittier (VDF, por sus siglas 
en inglés). Visite www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf. 
 

La participación de la comunidad es fundamental en el proceso necesario para crear los distritos 
electorales para la Cuidad. Arellano Associates liderará las actividades de divulgación para 
implementar el CPP con asesoría del personal de la Ciudad. 
 
¡Por favor comparta este correo electrónico con amigos y familiares en la Ciudad para ayudarnos a 
pasar la voz y asegurar la participación de la comunidad en este proceso histórico! 
 
Para información adicional, por favor contacte a Kathryn Marshall, Secretaria-Tesorera de la Ciudad,
en el (562) 567-9854, distritos@cityofwhittier.org.  
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VII. Public Hearing Notice: Council Districts – 

October 14, 2014 
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City of Whittier 
13230 Penn Street, Whittier, California 90602-1772 
(562) 567-9320          Fax (562) 567-2872 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

COUNCIL DISTRICTS 
 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Whittier will 
conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, October 14, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the City Council Chamber, 13230 Penn 
Street, Whittier, California, to consider the formation of four council districts in 
compliance with City Charter Section 400.  
 

Any person with an interest in this matter is invited to attend said hearing 
and testify.   
 

Should you have any questions concerning this public hearing, please 
contact Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer, City of Whittier, at (562) 567-
9850. 
 
 

Kathryn A. Marshall 
City Clerk -Treasurer 

 
Publish: October 3, 2014 
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VIII. City Announcements 
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City Announcements 

City staff announced the Voting District Formation community meeting dates and handed out 

information materials at the following meetings and events: 

Meeting/Event Date 

Parks, Recreation and Community Services Commission Meeting November 19, 2014 

Planning Commission Meeting November 17, 2014 

Hispanic Outreach Taskforce Meeting November 13, 2014 

City Council Meeting November 12, 2014 

Parking and Transportation Commission Meeting November 6, 2014 

Hispanic Outreach Taskforce Meeting November 3, 2014 

Senior Center Presentation October 21, 2014 

City Council Meeting October 28, 2014 

Spooktacular 5K Run Event October 25, 2014 

Abilities Expo Event October 21, 2014 
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IX. Social Media Posts 
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City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation 
Twitter Text for Day after City Council approval 
October 15, 2014 
 
 
* Whittier Community Members* Be Part of City of Whittier’s Voting Districts 

Formation! cityofwhittier.org/vdf 
   
*Miembros de la comunidad de Whittier* ¡Haga parte de la Creación de Distritos 

Electorales de la Ciudad de Whittier! cityofwhittier.org/vdf 
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Earned Media 
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I. Los Angeles Times 
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II. Whittier Daily News 
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Around Whittier: November 18
Posted: 11/17/14, 7:01 PM PST WhittierDailyNews.com

Sheriff’s community forum scheduled

The L.A. County Sheriff’s Community Advisory Council is hosting a forum from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday
at Adventure Park, 10130 South Gunn Ave.

Topics to be discussed include fraud investigation with Lt. Mark Stevens; what’s new in unincorporated
Whittier from Supervisor Don Knabe’s representative Andrea Avilla; and updated community statistics from
Lt. Bradd Molner and CHP Officer Al Perez.

For more information, call the sheriff’s substation at 562-903-1874.

WHITTIER

Carousel Home Tour set for December

Assistance League of Whittier’s Carousel Home Tour is scheduled at Dec. 4 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m and
Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This year’s homes include an Uptown Mediterranean revival home and country club golf course view home.

Both homes will be decorated for the holidays, and decorations and gift items will be for sale at each
residence.

Following the tours, the ALW Chapter House at 6339 Greenleaf Ave. will be open for tea, Christmas
cookies, tiny sandwiches and beverages.

Tickets are $30 each, of which $25 is tax deductible.

For information, call 562-693-6533 or email AIwhittier2@verizon.net.

WHITTIER

City hosts meetings on potential voting district boundaries

The city of Whittier is invites residents, business owners and other interested parties to participate in the
process of creating four City Council voting districts as the endeavor will change the way the community
elects future leadership.

The City is hosting community meetings this month to gain your input regarding potential voting district
boundaries. The formation process will continue in early 2015 when the city plans to host another round of
meetings to display map revisions based on the public input received since October of this year. Meetings
are set for:

Advertisement

• 6:30–8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Palm Park, 5703 Palm Avenue

• 6:30–8:30 p.m. Thursday, Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Road
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For any questions, contact the city at (562) 567-9854 or at kmarshall@cityofwhittier.org.

WHITTIER

Jewish author set to speak at Beth Shalom

Marvin Tokayer, co-author of Pepper Silk and Ivory: Amazing Stories About Jews and the Far East, will
speak at 10 a.m. Sunday at Beth Shalom of Whittier, 14564 Hawes Ave.

Time magazine theater critic described it as “Delightful, informative and altogether fascinating stories.

Tokayer and Rodman have filled an important gap is Jewish history.” There is No charge/ Reservations not
required but appreciated.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 562 943-3335 or rita.rubin943@gmail.com.

WHITTIER

Whittier Museum seek dolls for new exhibit

The Whittier Museum is currently requesting and accepting any donations or loans of antique or vintage
dolls and paper dolls to help build it’s new exhibit which is set to open Dec. 6.

For more information, please call (562) 945-3871.

— E-mail notices for local events to news.wdn@langnews.com and in the subject line put “Around
Whittier.”
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Around Whittier
Posted: 11/14/14, 7:33 PM PST WhittierDailyNews.com

City hosts meetings on potential voting district boundaries

The city of Whittier is invites residents, business owners and other interested parties to participate in the
process of creating four City Council voting districts as the endeavor will change the way the community
elects future leadership.

The City is hosting community meetings this month to gain your input regarding potential voting district
boundaries. The formation process will continue in early 2015 when the city plans to host another round of
meetings to display map revisions based on the public input received since October of this year. Meetings
are set for:

• 9–11 a.m. today, Whittier Senior Center, 13225 Walnut Street

• 6:30–8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Palm Park, 5703 Palm Avenue

• 6:30–8:30 p.m. Thursday, Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Road

For any questions, contact the city at (562) 567-9854 or at kmarshall@cityofwhittier.org.

LA MIRADA

Five issued papers to run for City Council

Two incumbents and three challengers have taken out nomination papers to run for three seats on the City
Council.

Mayor Larry Mowles and Councilman Steve De Ruse were issued papers to seek second four-year terms
on the council.

In addition, Edward Eng, a community services commissioner, Dale Nowicki, a former public safety
commissioner, and Mike Sainz, vice president of the La Mirada Athletic Council, have been issued
nominating papers.

Deadline to file for office is 5:30 p.m. Dec. 8.

Councilman Steve Jones has announced he won’t seek re-election. If an incumbent doesn’t run, the
deadline will be extended to 5:30 p.m. Dec. 10.

WHITTIER

Democratic Club to meet Monday

Clark Lee, political director for the Los Angeles County Democratic Party, and Jessica Mejia, western
region organizing director for Ready for Hillary, a nationwide, grassroots organizing committee for a
possible presidential campaign by Hillary Rodham Clinton, will speak at the 6:30 p.m. Monday meeting of
the Robert F. Kennedy Democratic Club.

Advertisement
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The meeting will be held at Mimi’s Cafe, 15436 Whittier Blvd., Whittier.

For information, call 562-943-8527.

WHITTIER

Brown appoints Whittier man as judge

Gov. Jerry Brown has appointed Hector Gutierrez, 40, of Whittier, as a Los Angeles Superior Court judge.

Gutierrez has served as a deputy district attorney for Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office since
2000. He has been in the Hardcore Gang Division since 2008. He has been a deputy district attorney since
2000.

Gutierrez has a law degree from the University of Michigan and a bachelor’s degree from UCLA.

LA MIRADA

Optimist host bus trip to Pechanga Casino

Whittier Optimist Club having a Pechanga Casino Bus Trip on Nov. 29. Bus will be leaving from La Mirada
Volunteer Center, 11900 La Mirada Blvd. at 7:45 a.m. and will be returning by 5 p.m. Cost is $15 per
person.

Seats for the trip must be reserved by Nov. 14 Please contact Anne Foss at (714) 249-0681.

Proceeds benefit our yearly programs: Essay and Oratorical Contests, Tri-Star Basketball, Youth
Appreciation, Respect for Law and Jr. Golf.

— E-mail notices for local events to news.wdn@langnews.com and in the subject line put “Around
Whittier.”
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Whitter voting district community meetings coming up: Guest
commentary
By Cathy Warner and Fernando Dutra WhittierDailyNews.com

Today, Whittier is a diverse community with a rich cultural heritage that is central to our city’s identity. On
June 3, 2014, voters approved a charter amendment, Measure W, setting into motion a historic process to
create four geographically defined City Council voting districts with a mayor elected by the entire city. This
dynamic districting process will change the way our community elects its future leadership.

As we undertake this important process, it is critical that the Whittier community engage in the voting
districts formation (VDF). The process began with “Meet the Expert” meetings, where interested parties
had an opportunity to see sample maps and provide input. As a continuation, the city is hosting community
meetings this month to gain your input regarding potential voting district boundaries. The formation process
will continue in early 2015 when we plan to host another round of meetings to display map revisions based
on the public input received since October of this year.

First Round of VDF Community Meetings:

Meeting attendees will have the opportunity to learn about the process, provide input on the make-up of the
new City Council districts, and review sample maps for discussion and comment. Participants will meet
demographics expert Dave Ely of Compass Demographics, who was hired by the city of Whittier to gather
community input and provide expert recommendations to the City Council on the formation of the districts
in a manner that best reflects, among other things, the Whittier community’s population, geography,
communities of interest, and significant and sensitive land issues.

Each of the three November meetings will provide the same information. Your presence and participation
are welcomed at the following meetings:

• Saturday, Nov. 15, 9-11 a.m., Whittier Senior Center, 13225 Walnut St.

• Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30–8:30 p.m., Palm Park, 5703 Palm Ave.

• Thursday, Nov. 20, 6:30–8:30 p.m., Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Road.

December: Public Hearing on District Formation:

The City Council will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 9 to receive a report on the outcomes from
the first round of community meetings and to review proposed maps developed as a result of public input.
Prior to this meeting, information and recommendations received from the first round of meetings,
one-on-ones and other relevant information will be incorporated into proposed maps of the districts. The
City Council will also receive additional public comments about district dividing lines so everyone is invited
to speak to the council.

Advertisement

Early 2015: Second Round of VDF Community Meetings — Proposed Maps:

A second round of community meetings will be held in early 2015. Participants will be able to review
proposed maps of the districts and provide comments.

Community input from the second round of meetings will be incorporated into the map(s) that will be used
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Community input from the second round of meetings will be incorporated into the map(s) that will be used
for the written report that city staff will provide to the City Council for consideration and final approval at a
future public hearing in early 2015. The new voting districts will be reflected in elections beginning in 2016.

The process for creating voting districts aims to be transparent and is designed to inform and, most
importantly, engage the public. All community members — residents, business owners, and other
interested persons — are encouraged to provide input on the formation of voting districts. We invite you to
be a part of the mailing list so you always know the latest information as the process moves forward. To
register, please visit www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf. Kathryn Marshall, city clerk-treasurer, is available to
answer any VDF inquiries at 562-567-9854 or at kmarshall@cityofwhittier.org.

The city of Whittier remains committed to providing a healthy and safe community, through a balance of
economic, social, political, cultural and recreational opportunities where participation in the affairs and the
progress of the community will continue to flourish.

Cathy Warner is the mayor and Fernando Dutra is the mayor pro tem of Whittier.
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Whittier voting districts to be discussed at 3 community
meetings
By Staff report WhittierDailyNews.com

The city has scheduled three community meetings for residents to learn about establishing voting districts
and to provide input on the makeup of the districts.

“The city of Whittier has initiated a dynamic districting process that will change the way our community
elects its future leadership,” said City Manager Jeff Collier. “An historic effort is under way to create four
geographically-defined City Council voting districts.”

The position of mayor will be elected by all city residents in an at-large voting system.

Residents who attend the meeting will be able to meet David Ely of Compass Demographics, who has
been hired by the city to gather community input and develop the district boundaries that reflect the city’s
population, demographics, geography, communities with similar interests and significant and sensitive land
issues.

The meetings are scheduled on:

Central

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Whittier Senior Center, 13225 Walnut St.

West

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Palm Park, 5703 Palm Ave.

East

Thursday, Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Parnell Park, 15390 Lambert Road.

A second round of meetings is expected early next year. Residents will receive updates and provide input
on the proposed district maps at those meetings, according to a city news release.

Advertisement
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Demographics guru talks Whittier voting districts
By Peter Fullam , Whittier Daily News WhittierDailyNews.com

WHITTIER >> One possible area of controversy that may arise as the city draws up voting districts is how
to treat the Uptown and Whittier College areas, according to David Ely, the demographics guru hired by the
city to help draw the four voting districts.

“Those areas have connections with each of the four areas,” Ely said in an interview Thursday prior to an
afternoon and evening of “Meet the Expert” meetings with four groups of five to nine Whittier residents.

Three more days of “Meet the Expert” meetings have been scheduled. Five appointments are set for
Saturday, six on Wednesday and seven on Thursday, according to Assistant City Manager Nancy Mendez.

“We’re ready to add Nov. 5 and/or 6 but haven’t gotten any more requests yet,” said Mendez.

The sessions were billed as a way for residents, particularly stakeholders who have shown an interest in
voting districts such as the Whittier Latino Coalition, the Hispanic Outreach Task Force, the Whittier Voters
Coalition, and City Council members, to meet Ely and talk about the process of drawing voting districts. (An
at-large system will be used to elect a mayor to a two-year term.)

The potential problem for Uptown and Whittier College will be deciding whether to keep each area intact,
or whether to divide them among the other districts.

“In some ways, it’s the heart of the city,” said Ely.

The districts should be different from each other to reflect the city’s differences, he said. They also should
reflect the natural communities in the city.

Painter Avenue is a natural line that divides Whittier in half, in terms of population, said Ely.

The number of people who live west of Painter is the same and as the number who live east of Painter,
though the east side is a much larger area geographically.

Whittier Boulevard is another natural dividing line, for the north and south sides of the city, he said.

Advertisement

By law, the districts must be the same in population. Whittier’s population in the 2010 Census was 85,331,
which means each district should have a population of about 21,333.

The meetings were held in the information technology room of City Hall, where projection equipment could
be used to display maps of the city showing possible voting district lines, and data such as voter
registration, election participation, and the ethnic breakdown of all areas of the city.

Ely provided four sample maps showing possible districts lines. The districts were named V-O-T-E.

“I suspect Whittier and Painter are largely going to be the focus of where everybody divides everything, but
we’ll see what everyone says,” Ely said.

Irella S. Perez, a former candidate for the state Senate and board member of the Whittier City School
District, led one group that met with Ely on Thursday.
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Viewing a map that showed voter participation rates for all areas of the city, they asked why the districts
couldn’t be drawn to combine the area with low voter participation with high vote areas.

“The problem with breaking up (low vote communities) is you end up replicating at-large (voting systems),
where high participation groups dominate elections,” said Ely.

“The point of having a district with a lot of nonvoters is that community cannot be ignored,” said Ely.

To illustrate the possible districts, Ely showed a map with a district in northwest Whittier that had a majority
Latino population of homeowners with high voting participation.

Another district in west central Whittier also had a high Latino majority, though it was mostly renters and
traditionally has a low-voter turnouts.

The city hopes to have the districts finalized by April 2015. Two council seats and an at-large mayor
position will be up for election.

Reach the author at  or follow Peter on Twitter: .Peter.fullam@inlandnewspapers.com @Peterfullam

Full bio and more articles by Peter Fullam
Back to top
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Maps available to draw voting districts in Whittier
By Peter Fullam , Whittier Daily News WhittierDailyNews.com

WHITTIER >> People at Tuesday’s City Council meeting got handouts of Census population maps that
they can use to draw boundaries for the city’s new voting districts.

The maps they draw can then be submitted for consideration as the city establishes voting districts.

The maps also are available at the City Clerk-Treasurer’s Office at City Hall, 13230 Penn St., and online at
the city’s website.

The council unanimously approved a Community Participation Plan for resident input in establishing the
boundaries of the voting districts.

Council also held a public hearing on the plan.

“It’s been a year and a half since we came to you to point out to you that we believe there were two reasons
why Latinos could not get someone elected to the City Council,” said Miguel Garcia, referring to a June 25,
2013, City Council meeting at which at which a large number of speakers complained about the absence of
Latinos on the City Council.

“One of the reasons was at-large elections,” he said. “This chamber was filled with people who let you
know we had those feelings and why we had those feelings.”

Garcia, one of three Whittier residents who sued the city Aug. 5, 2013, claiming the city’s election system
prevented Latinos from getting elected to City Council, pledged to cooperate with implementing the plan.

The lawsuit was dismissed Sept. 8, with a judge ruling Whittier’s new election system rendered the
complaint moot. However, the plaintiffs are appealing that decision.

“(The participation plan) is indicative of wanting input from the community and organizations that have
been very vocal,” he said. “I think it is a celebration.”

Advertisement

Other speakers also praised the plan and asked the council to adhere to a possible April 2015 date for
completing the work to allow potential candidates time to plan their campaigns.

City Manager Jeff Collier agreed it would be good to finish work by April 2015, a year before the election,
but said it’s impossible to guarantee that date.

Input requested

The city is required to establish four City Council voting districts in time for the April 2016 election. Two
council seats and a new position of mayor will be up for election.

The terms of Mayor Cathy Warner and Councilmen Joe Vinatieri and Owen Newcomer expire in 2016.

The participation plan includes times at dates for residents and interested parties, such as the Whittier
Latino Coalition, to meet with a technical consultant who was hired to assist in drawing the boundaries.

Those meetings, which are limited to five persons per meeting, will be in the information technology room in
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Those meetings, which are limited to five persons per meeting, will be in the information technology room in
City Hall. Consultant David Ely, of Compass Demographics, will project maps on a screen and
demonstrate how moving the lines affects the overall plan.

The districts must be approximately the same in population, each with about 21,300 residents.

Dates and times

Multiple groups will be seen on each of the meeting days. Residents are instructed to set an appointment
due to the limited space by calling 562-567-9854. The meeting days are:

Oct. 23, 4-8:30 p.m.

Oct. 25, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Oct. 29, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

The plan also gives the dates, times and places for the first round of community meetings for city officials
and consultants working on the project to receive citizen input.

The meetings will be:

Nov. 15, 9 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Uptown Senior Center;

Nov. 19, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at Palm Park;

Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at Parnell Park.

Reach the author at  or follow Peter on Twitter: .Peter.fullam@inlandnewspapers.com @Peterfullam

Full bio and more articles by Peter Fullam
Back to top
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Whittier City Council plans for community outreach in drawing
voting districts emerge
By Peter Fullam , Whittier Daily News WhittierDailyNews.com

WHITTIER >> City residents and community leaders will have an opportunity this month to “meet the
expert” on drawing boundaries for voting districts.

It’s part of an effort to comply with the June 3 Measure W voter mandate to change city elections from an
at-large system to one with voting districts, and to make sure neighborhoods with common interests aren’t
carved up in the process, according to a staff report for tonight’s City Council meeting.

“The city council is very interested in public participation,” said Kathryn Marshall, city clerk-treasurer. “That
is a significant part of the process,” she said, “to go out and get as much public input as we can.”

After that, the city will formulate proposals for districts, and then take those to the public for more input, she
said.

The city needs to establish four voting districts prior to the next municipal election in April 2016.

City Council is scheduled to hold a public hearing on forming voting districts and a community participation
plan for gathering public input at tonight’s meeting. Each speaker’s comments at the hearing are limited to
three minutes.

Ron Ely, of Compass Demographics, whom the city hired as a consultant for drawing the districts, will hold
“office hours” to meet with residents in the information technology room at City Hall, according to the staff
report.

Ely will use computer equipment in the IT room to project sample maps on a screen. Community members
can watch as he redraws boundary lines according to their requests.

Ely will work with them on how to achieve legal results and districts with equal populations, said the staff
report. According to the 2010 Census, Whittier’s population is 85,331, which means each voting district
should have a population of approximately 21,333 residents.

The meetings with Ely are open to all residents, but the city is inviting key stakeholders such as the Whittier
Latino Coalition, the Hispanic Outreach Task Force, the Whittier Voters Coalition, City Council members,
school board members and other elected officials. Due to the size of the room and the limits of effective
map-drawing interaction, the groups will be limited to five people.

Advertisement

However, several meetings are planned for each day, and the number could be increased if demand
exceeds the schedule limits.

The meetings schedule:

4 to 8:30 p.m. Oct. 23;

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Oct. 25

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 29.62
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10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 29.

In addition, the city has scheduled the first round of open community meetings, which are intended for
larger audiences and will be followed by small group interaction and sample maps. The meetings will be
led by outreach workers and are intended to get community members’ ideas about neighborhoods that
have common interests and shouldn’t be carved up and where district boundaries should be drawn.

Community meetings Round 1:

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Nov. 15 at Uptown Senior Center;

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Nov. 19 at Palm Park;

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Nov. 20 at Parnell Park.

A second round of community meetings will be scheduled after the first of the year, and additional
community meetings may be scheduled.

City Council voted 5-0 Aug. 27, 2013, to schedule the June 3 election on changing the voting system after
a lawsuit was filed against the city Aug. 5, 2013, by three city residents who alleged the city’s at-large
voting system prevented Latinos from being elected to City Council.

Judge Michael Johnson dismissed the lawsuit Sept. 8 ruling that the change in Whittier’s voting system
rendered the suit a moot issue.

However, on Sept. 15, the plaintiffs filed a notice of their plan to appeal the judge’s decision.

Reach the author at  or follow Peter on Twitter: .Peter.fullam@inlandnewspapers.com @Peterfullam

Full bio and more articles by Peter Fullam
Back to top
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Whittier Council to start work on drawing districts
By Peter Fullam , Whittier Daily News WhittierDailyNews.com

WHITTIER >> The City Council is set to hire a consultant at its meeting Tuesday as the city begins the
process of dividing the city into voting districts.

Under the ballot measure Whittier voters passed 2,971-2,646 on June 3, the city is to be divided into four
voting districts for City Council elections, with a citywide mayor. Each district will elect its own council
member, and only residents of a district can vote for that council seat. Only residents of the district can run
for the seat.

However, “(Measure W) did not specify the exact manner of drawing districts,” said a staff report.

State law provides some broad guidelines, such as the districts must be nearly equal in population under
the latest federal Census.

Factors such as topography, geography, cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity and compactness of territory,
communities of interest and incumbency also may be considered by the City Council.

The city staff has recommended the city retain Compass Demographics, of Glendale, to organize the
public outreach and community input portions of the districting process. Compass was selected after
interviews with six area consultants were conducted by City Manager Jeff Collier, Assistant City Manager
Nancy Mendez and Assistant City Attorney Kimberly Hall Barlow.

Angie Medina, chairwoman of the Whittier Latino Coalition, one of the plaintiffs in a California Voting Rights
Act lawsuit against the city, said she was disappointed the process of choosing a consultant was done
without public input.

“What we’d like to see is a transparent process and community input,” she said. “I’m not aware of any
community input in selecting” Compass.

She said she was neutral on the firm, however, and was happy that part of Compass’ job is community
outreach and community input.

Advertisement

She also wants the city to use the districting format used by the California Reapportionment Commission in
drawing state legislative districts.

David Ely, the manager and founder of Compass, has drawn districts for the cities of Los Angeles,
Pasadena and Los Angeles County. Oakland, Boston and Rancho Mirage also have used his services,
according to the staff report.

Council will be asked to OK up to $40,000 for Compass’ services, according to the staff report.

The move to change Whittier’s election system from citywide to a district-based system started to gain
traction in June 2013 when speakers at City Council meetings and the Whittier Latino Coalition began
complaining that Whittier’s voting system prevented Latinos from being elected to City Council.

Later, in August, three Whittier residents filed a lawsuit in Los Angeles Superior Court against the city
alleging the Whittier election system violated the California Voting Rights Act.64
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alleging the Whittier election system violated the California Voting Rights Act.

While several council members expressed opposition to district-based voting, they also were worried about
the cost of losing the lawsuit, potentially millions, as the city would be liable for the plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees
if the city lost the suit.

On Aug. 27, City Council voted 5-0 to bring a ballot measure before the city’s voters to ask them if they
favored changing to voting system.

Reach the author at  or follow Peter on Twitter: .Peter.fullam@inlandnewspapers.com @Peterfullam

Full bio and more articles by Peter Fullam
Back to top
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Martin Browne

From: Whittier Uptown Association <olivia@whittieruptown.org>
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 7:44 PM
To: Martin Browne
Subject: What's shaking in Uptown...week of November 17 - 21

 

 

Whittier Uptown Association Community 
Calendar of Events 

November 2014
 

More Information 
 

Board of Directors 
Meeting Dates  

Last board meeting of the 
year: 
 
December 8 
 
Time:  6:00pm 
Location: Emeritus - Chateau 
Whittier 
13250 E Philadelphia St  
Whittier, CA 90601 
(562) 696-2662 

 

Save the Date  
Future WUA Events 

 
November 19 

WUA Fall Mixer 
Uptown Connection 

 

 
November is a busy month in Uptown 
Whittier. Check out events taking place 
in Uptown and surrounding 
communities.  
 
Have events you want to share, send 
them to Olivia Rios, Operations Manager 
at WUA at olivia@whittieruptown.org 

  

Quick Link 
 
 Christmas Parade Applications now available on line.  
 

DEADLINE for Parade is this  

Friday November 21st.   

Limited Space Available. 
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WUA Member & Business 

Owners event only. 
Call office to RSVP at  

562-696-2662. 
 

Click to view info  
 
~ 
 
 

 
December 1-5 

Uptown Window Display 
Contest 

 

 
2013 Winner Sargents 

Sporting Good 
 

~ 
 

December 6 
Holiday Sonata 

 

 
 

Read more about Holiday 
Sonata  

 
Thank you to our 

Supporting Sponsors: 
Village Sweets 

Free Jitterbug Dance Class 
Every Monday, in November 
  
Memories Dance Studio in Uptown Whittier 
has FREE JItterbug Dance Class EVERY 
Monday evening downstairs at Memories.   
  
No partner need to take classes. You rotate 
among your peer and make friends.  No 
experience needed.  Two left-feet VERY 
welcome! 
  
Classes includes basic steps to Jitterbug the night away. 
   
For more info call or text: Lee at 714.925.2689 
www.facebook.com/EssexAndLee 
  
Time: 8:30pm  
Location: Memories, 12901 Philadelphia Street, Whittier (crossroad 
is Comstock)Whittier, CA 90602 

  

Public Meetings 
District Process - 
English 
Wednesday, November 19 
 
The City of Whittier has 
initiated a dynamic process 
to establish four City 
Council voting districts and 
a citywide Mayor. 
 
Meet with Dave Ely the 
expert at Compass 
Demographics at City Hall. 
To set up an appointment 
call 562-567-9854 
 
Time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 
Location: Palm Park, 5703 Palm Ave, Whittier  

Click here to view info in 

English  

Click here for more info. 
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Uptown Restaurant 
Collective 

Pour Le Baine 
Guerra-Gutierrez 

Mortuary 
Republic Services 
City of Whittier 

Whittier Uptown Assoc.  
 

Sponsorship & Vendor 
Opportunities still 
available. Contact 

Olivia E Rios at 
olivia@whittieruptown.org 

 
~ 
 

December 13 
A Sparking Uptown 

Holiday Parade 
 

Application Deadline is 
Friday Nov. 21 

 

 
 
 

 Click here to download 
Holiday Parade 

Applications 
 
 
 

Thank you to our 
Supporting Sponsors: 

Caremore 
Republic Services 
Whittier Chamber 

Matrix Oil 
 
~ 
 
 

You can also stop by the 
office to pick up an 

application at: 
Whittier Uptown Assoc. 

Creacion de Districtor 
Electorales - Cuidad de 
Whittier - en Espanol 
Miercoles, 19 de Noviembre 
 
La cuidad de Whittier ha 
comenzado un proceso dinamico 
para crear cuatro (4) consejos 
territoriales de districtos y un 
alcalde para la cuidad. 
 
 
Tiempo: 6:30 - 8:30 de la noche 
 
Local: Palm Park, 5703 Palm 
Ave, Whittier   

Haga Clic aqui para ver 
informacion 

  

 
Wake Up Whittier Breakfast 
Wednesday, November 19 
 
Please join the Whittier Chamber of 
Commerce the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month for their Wake Up 
Whittier networking breakfast! 
 
Free for Whittier Chamber of 
Commerce Members.  
 
Time: 7:30am - 9:30am 
 
Location: Candlewood Country Club     
14000 Telegraph Rd., Whittier, CA 
RSVP:  Natalie Saenz at Whittier Chamber of Commerce  
(562) 698-9554 

  

 
The Uptown Connection 
Wednesday, November 19 
 
The next Uptown Connection mixer 
is scheduled for Wednesday 
November 19th. 
 
All Whittier Uptown Association 
Members and Business owners, who 
are current with their assessments, 
are encouraged to attend. 
 
Come to meet and greet the Board, learn more about events 
for the remainder of the year, exciting new one's in 2015, and 
the upcoming Board election. Now is your change to get 
involved in the Uptown community. 
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6717 Bright Ave 
Whittier CA 90601 

 
Hours: 

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm 
 

Office: 
562-696-2662 

 

 
  

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
 
Location: Bambooze Sushi & Brew House, 6518 Greenleaf 
Ave, Uptown Whittier, CA 90601 
RSVP: The WUA office at 562-696-2662 

  

 
Good Scout Awards 
Thursday, November 20 
 
Honoring Whittier & Santa Fe Springs community advocates! 
  
Reception: 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 
 
Contact: Anna Felcyn (213) 413-4400 ext 325 
 
Location: Whittier Radisson Hotel, 7320 Greenleaf 
Ave., Whittier, CA 

  

Public Meetings 
District Process - 
English 
Thursday, November 20 
 
The City of Whittier has 
initiated a dynamic process 
to establish four City 
Council voting districts and 
a citywide Mayor. 
 
Meet with Dave Ely the 
expert at Compass 
Demographics at City Hall. 
To set up an appointment 
call 562-567-9854 
 
Time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 
Location: Parnell Park  15392 Lambert Road, Whittier 

Click here to view info in 

English  

Click here for more info. 
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Creacion de Districtor 
Electorales - Cuidad de 
Whittier - en Espanol 
Jueves, 20 de Noviembre 
 
La cuidad de Whittier ha comenzado un proceso dinamico para 
crear cuatro (4) consejos territoriales de districtos y un 
alcalde para la cuidad. 
 
 
Tiempo: 6:30 - 8:30 de la noche 
 
Local: Parnell Park  15392 Lambert Road, Whittier 

Haga Clic aqui para ver 
informacion 

  

 
Senior Day at Whittier Village 
Cinemas 
Every Wednesday 
 
Seniors get in for $4.00 to see any 
movie, any time on Wednesdays. 
This program is year round. 
 
Time: 9:00am - 12:00midnight 
Location: Whittier Villege Cinemas 7038 Greenleaf Ave, 
Whittier, CA 90602 

  

 
Family Day at Whittier Village 
Cinemas 
Every Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Family day & night at the movies 
every Tuesday & Thursday. 
Admission is $5.00 per person any 
age.  Good for any movie on these 
days. This program is year round. 
 
Time: 9:00am - 12:00midnight 
 
Location: Whittier Villege Cinemas 7038 Greenleaf Ave, 
Whittier, CA 90602 
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CERTIFIED FARMER'S MARKET 
Every Friday Morning  
Friday, November 21 
  
The tradition continues with our Certified Farmers Market at 
the corner of Bright Ave. & Philadelphia. Buy delicious 
produce right in  your own neighborhood. 
 
Time: 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 
To become a vendor contact our office at 6562-696-2662 or 
email us at info@whittieruptown.org for more information.  

  

 
Tasty Tuesday Networking 
Luncheon   
Tuesday, November 25 
 
Please join the Whittier Chamber 
for our monthly networking lunch 
the last Tuesday of the month. 
Tasty Tuesday is a great place to 
meet new business contacts, enjoy 
a delicious meal, and support a local restaurant. 
 
Time: 11:30 am 
 
Location:   Crepes & Grapes Cafe, 6560 Greenleaf 
Ave., Whittier, CA 
 
RSVP: Natalie Saenz at (562) 698-9554 at the Whittier 
Chamber of Commerce 

  

City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 25 
 
No meeting will be held on this 
Tuesday of the month. 
 
 

  

 
Happy Thanksgiving Day! 
Office is Closed 
Thursday, November 28 
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CERTIFIED FARMER'S MARKET 
Every Friday Morning  
Friday, November 28 
  
The tradition continues with our 
Certified Farmers Market at the 
corner of Bright Ave. & Philadelphia. 
Buy delicious produce right in  your 
own neighborhood. 
 
Time: 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 
To become a vendor contact our office at 6562-696-2662 or 
email us at info@whittieruptown.org for more information.  

  

Please send us your future events to  info@whittieruptown.org 
to share with the community no later than the 20th of each 
month. Provide us with JPEG, JPF, a link to the event and we 
will do the rest to help you promote your business. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Olivia E. Rios ~ Operations Manager 
Whittier Uptown Association 
6717 Bright Ave., Whittier, California 90601 
O:  562-696-2662  
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Martin Browne

From: Whittier Uptown Association <olivia@whittieruptown.org>
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2014 8:30 AM
To: Martin Browne
Subject: Exciting events in Uptown this weekend

 

 

Events in Uptown Whittier weekend of November 14th - 16th 
  

 

WUA Events 

22nd Annual  
Holiday Sonata 

December 6 

 
  
Enjoy the kick off to the 
Holiday Shopping Season in 
Uptown Whittier. This 
family event is open to the 
public.  Stroll along 
Greenleaf Ave.,  listen to 
Carolers, visit Santa's 
Village and enjoy holiday 

 

Click to view more info 
about the event 

Quick Link 
 
   
Christmas Parade Applications now available on 
line. 
Application deadline is Friday November 21, 2014 
 
 

The Lion in Winter  
Friday, November 14 & Saturday 
November 15th 
  
History comes to life in an amazing 
tale of England's King Henry II and 
his wife, the formidable Eleanor of 
Aquitaine. 
 
A great, rousing tale of Europe's first 
"Power Couple," it's a perfect entertainment for a long 
winter's night. 
 
Time: 8:00pm 
 
Location: The Center Theatre 7630 S. Washington 
Ave. Whittier, CA 90602 

Click here to view 
more 
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hospitality with our 
merchants. A Cinderella 
Carriage, Limousine 
Carriage and Hay Wagon 
and more and holiday 
musical entertainment. 
 
Time: 5pm-9pm 
Saturday December 6th 
 

 
 

~~~~~ 
61st Annual 

Uptown  
Holiday Parade 

December 13 

 

 

Click to view more on 
Parade 

 
A community and family 
tradition continues as  our 
61st Annual Holiday Parade 
comes alive. 
 
Join us as the Grand 
Marshall Congresswoman 
Linda Sanchez and 
Celebrity Grand Marshall 
Alysha Del Valle - ABC7 and 
City Dignitaries greet us 
for the holidays. 
 

 
FREE Navajo Code Talkers 
Ends Saturday November 15th 
  
The Whittier Museum is exhibiting 
Native American Art Exhibit.  Event is 
FREE and open to the public. 
 
This exhibit ends Novmber 15th . Come 
and learn  more about the Code Talkers 
and their important relevance to our 
history! Light refreshments will be 
served.  
 
Time: 2:00 pm 
 
Location:  Whittier Museum, 6755 Newlin Ave, Uptown Whittier, 
between Whittier Blvd and Painter Ave.   
  

  

Public Meetings 
District Process - 
English 
Saturday, November 15 
 
The City of Whittier has 
initiated a dynamic 
process to establish four 
City Council voting 
districts and a citywide 
Mayor. 
 
Meet with Dave Ely the 
expert at Compass 
Demographics at City Hall. 
To set up an appointment 
call 562-567-9854 
 
Time: 9:00am - 11:00am 
 
Location: Uptown Senior Center, 13225 Walnut Street, 
Whittier  
 

Click here to view info in 

English  

Click here for more info. 
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Deadline to apply for the 
parade is Friday November 
21.  Applications available 
on our website at 
www.whittieruptown.org. 
 
Call our office if you have 
questions about these 
upcoming events at 562-
696-2662 Mon - Fri 9am-
5pm. 

  

 
  

Creacion de Districtor 
Electorales - Cuidad de 
Whittier - en Espanol 
Sabado, 15 de Noviembre 
 
La cuidad de Whittier ha 
comenzado un proceso dinamico 
para crear cuatro (4) consejos 
territoriales de districtos y un 
alcalde para la cuidad. 
 
 
Tiempo: 9:00am - 11:00am 
 
Local: Uptown Senior Center, 
13225 Walnut Street, Whittier  

Haga Clic aqui para ver 
informacion 

  

Bailey Street Kitchen 
Wine Tasting & Food 
Pairing 
Saturday, November 15 
 
Compared to other Whittier CA 
Argentinian steak restaurants, 
Bailey Street Kitchen stands out 
with a menu of incredible 
variety.  
 
Join them on November 15 at 
their next Wine Tasting & Food 
Pairing event. Cost $75.00 per 
person. 
 
Time: 6:00pm - 9:00pm 
 
Location: Bailey Street Kitchen, 13010 Bailey St., Whittier 
CA 90601 (Near the corner of GreenLeaf) 
Stop by or call (562) 464-0171 to make reservations. 

 . 
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Voting Districts 
Formation

Saturday, November 15, 2014
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Uptown Senior Center
13225 Walnut Street

Wednesday, November 19, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Palm Park
5703 Palm Avenue

Thursday, November 20, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Parnell Park
15390 Lambert Road

Welcome

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

 City of Whittier’s Voting Districts Formation (VDF)
 Background & Overview 

 Guiding Principles
 Process and Timeline
 Criteria, Considerations and Sample Maps
 Next Steps 
 Group Exercise to Gather Community Input
 Questions & Answers
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VDF Background & Overview

 City of Whittier’s at-large voting structure 
 Approval of Measure W (June 2014)

 Council representatives to be voted by and from four 
geographically defined districts

 Council Member living in the district will serve for a four-year term 

 Mayor elected by the City-wide vote
 Serves for a two-year term

VDF Guiding Principles
 Process will be transparent and inform/engage all stakeholders.  

 Public input focus on formation of four voting districts in compliance with laws.

 All input considered with respect for differing opinions.

 Near equal population is primary factor; also, topography, geography, 

communities of interest, and significant and sensitive land uses; where council 

members reside is also legally permissible to consider.

 Minority communities should not be diluted.

 Districts 1 and 3 elected in April 2016; Districts 2 and 4 elected in April 2018. City 

Council will approve districts/number designation.
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VDF Process and Anticipated Schedule
Parallel Technical and Community Participation Processes

 Technical Process (Oct 2014  thru April 2015) 

 Demographic Analysis (specific criteria including: population, topography, 
geography, communities of interest, etc. )

 Formation of four nearly equal population districts 

 Community Participation (Oct 2014 thru April 2015) 

 October 2014 - Meet the Expert meetings

 November 2014 – Community meetings, Round 1 (Senior Center, Palm and 
Parnell Parks)

 December 9, 2014 – City Council public hearing to receive public input on 
proposed maps

 Early 2015 – Round 2 Meet the Expert one-on-one and Community meetings

 March/April 2015 – Present final analysis with recommendation for four voting 
districts to City Council and adopt Voting Districts

Criteria
Federal Requirement

1 Equal Population As equal as practical based on data and Criteria

Based on most recent Census Total Population

2 Minority Voting Rights No Discriminatory Purpose

No Vote Dilution: Narrowly Tailored

3 Equal Protection Race must not Predominate

State Law
a Topography

b Geography

c Cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compactness of territory

d Community of Interest
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Demographic Data
2010 Census PL94-171: Redistricting Data File

Population Total NH White Latino NH Black NH Asian
85331 28.3% 65.7% 1.1% 3.9%

Ideal District Population 21333
Voting Age Population NH White Latino NH Black NH Asian

32.9% 60.6% 1.1% 4.3%

2012 5 Year American Community Survey: DOJ Special Tabulation

Citizen Voting Age Population NH White Latino NH Black NH Asian
35.3% 57.7% 0.4% 1.3%

Statewide Database

Spanish Surnamed Asian Surnamed
Nov 2010 Registered Voters 47.9% 3.2%
Nov 2010 Actual Voters 42.1% 3.0%

Compass Demographics - City Clerk

Spanish Surnamed
April 2012 Actual Voters 28.0%
April 2014 Actual Voters 29.2%
June 2014 Turnout 17.3%
June 2014 Registered Voters 51.2%
June 2014 Actual Voters 32.6%

Geographic Data

 Streets and Highways
 Census Tracts and Blocks
 Precincts
 Parcels
 City GIS Layers
 School District Boundaries
 Attendance Areas
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Base Map

Median 
Household 
Income

95



6

Turnout

Sample Plan Spectrum

Green
Map

Orange
Map

Red
Map

Purple
Map

Blue 
Map

Socioeconomic Geographic
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Blue Sample

Purple Sample

97



8

Red Sample

Orange Sample
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Green Sample

What Happens Next

 Review community input and technical analysis
 City Council Public Hearing, Dec 9, 2014

 Present results and proposed maps 
 Receive public input 

 Round 2, early 2015
 Community meetings and Meet the Expert one-on-one

 City Council Public Hearing, March/April 2015 
 Present final analysis with recommendation for the adoption of 

four voting districts to City Council
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Stay Involved

 Visit the VDF webpage for additional details, sign up to 
receive updates and meeting invitations at 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf

 Submit a Districting Map via:
 Mail to: City of Whittier, Attn: Kathryn Marshall, 13230 Penn St. 

Whittier, CA 90602
 Email : districts@cityofwhittier.org
 Fax: (562) 567-2870

Group Exercise 
 Workgroups of  8 – 10 participants per table
 Use table map to identify:

 Neighborhoods or communities
 Connections
 Barriers
 Divisions
 Points of interest

 Review and prioritize sample maps
 Report group findings
 Questions & Answer
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Stay Involved

 Visit the VDF webpage for additional details, sign up to 
receive updates and meeting invitations at 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf

 Submit a Districting Map via:
 Mail to: City of Whittier, Attn: Kathryn Marshall, 13230 Penn St. 

Whittier, CA 90602
 Email : districts@cityofwhittier.org
 Fax: (562) 567-2870
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II. Guiding Principles for Public Participation 

and District Development 
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Guiding Principles for Public Participation and District Development 

  

 The process for creating voting districts will be transparent and designed to inform and engage 
the public. 

 All residents, including City Council members, are encouraged to provide input on the district 
formation. 

 Input from non-residents with a vested interest in the City will also be considered at the request 
of the group of residents/businesses or community interest(s) they represent. 

 Public input should focus on the formation of four voting districts which will be developed and 
approved in compliance with applicable federal, state and local laws, including all voting rights 
acts and districting provisions. 

 All input should be presented and considered with respect for differing opinions. 

 Near equal population (ideally within 5 percent) is one of the primary factors to create legally 
defendable council districts. 

 Other factors contributing to the formation of districts will include: topography, geography, 
cohesiveness, contiguity, compactness, integrity of territory, communities of interest, and 
significant and sensitive land uses. Consideration of where existing council members reside is 
legally permissible. 

 Minority communities should not be diluted in the formation of districts. 

 Council Members for Districts 1 and 3 will be elected in April 2016; Council Members for 
Districts 2 and 4 will be elected in April 2018. 

 Numbers will be assigned to the districts as part of the City Council approval process.     
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III. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Why is the voting process changing? 

In June 2014, voters in the City of Whittier approved Measure W, which calls for Council Members to be elected by and 
from four geographically defined districts and a citywide Mayor position.  This new charter amendment replaces the 
existing format of Council Members elected through citywide voting.  Only the Mayor, with powers prescribed by 
Charter, will remain a citywide Council representative.  

What are district-based elections? 

Once approved, each of the four newly developed Council districts will be represented by a single Council Member living 
within that district.  Therefore, City elections will provide a new opportunity for geographic and demographic 
representation based on each district’s constituents.  Terms of Council participation will remain the same, as will the 
rules of voting within each district; the Mayor position will be the only position elected by all voters. 

Why by-district voting rather than “at-large” voting? 

Measure W calls for the City to have City Council representation across four defined geographic sections of the City, 
providing opportunities for representation in communities that may not have previously had a Council Member from 
their neighborhood.  Those communities and areas which believe they have issues unique to them may choose their 
own representation within those district boundaries.  

What is the Voting Rights Act and why is it important? 

The Voting Rights Act is federal legislation adopted in the 1960s protecting the rights of all citizens to participate in the 
voting process.  This legislation has provisions ensuring underrepresented groups have equal opportunities for voting 
and representation.  The California Voting Rights Act has additional provisions with the purpose of ensuring equal access 
to voting and representation.  All City activities used to create these newly formed voting districts will follow and comply 
with both the spirit and letter of the law, including those laid out by both the federal and state Voting Rights Acts. 

What will be the process for creating voting districts? 

There will be both a technical and community input process that will be completed in tandem to inform the City Council 
as to the best recommendation for creating the four district boundaries.  The technical process requires the formation of 
four nearly equal districts based on population (ideally within 5 percent from smallest to largest). However, secondary 
factors also play a major role including: topography, geography, cohesiveness, contiguity, compactness, integrity of 
territory, communities of interest, and significant and sensitive land uses. Consideration of where existing Council 
Members reside is also permitted.  

Community participation is also a vital component to ensure the districts are properly formed.  Therefore, an assortment 
of materials, meetings and other social media communication tools will be utilized to inform and engage the public 
throughout the technical process.  This will include a minimum of two rounds of public workshops as well as an 
opportunity for interested individuals to meet directly with Compass Demographics, the demographer hired to assist the 
City with this process, to provide direct input on boundary lines. 
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What guidelines will be followed in the creation of the voting districts? 

A Guiding Principles fact sheet has been developed to guide both the technical and community input process.  This 
document outlines the parameters for how participants and decision makers will assist in the City’s effort to develop 
community-supported voting districts.  A copy of the Guiding Principles will be placed on the project website and 
available at all public meetings.  

What is a community of interest? 

A community of interest is any distinctive area within the City that has a definable group of people, unique geography or 
some other distinguishable feature or characteristic that it would be undesirable to divide in the creation of voting 
districts.  Some of these may already be clearly established and others may be defined as a result of this process.  This 
distinction requires strong community input to ensure communities of interest are protected in this process. For 
example, the Whittier College campus is a definable area that the community may believe should not be split by a 
district boundary.  

Who will approve the final districts? 

The consultant team hired to complete the technical study, Compass Demographics, will provide a written report that 
City staff will use to provide the City Council with a recommendation, following community meetings, public input, and 
public hearings.  The City Council will then vote on the recommendation and will ultimately approve the new voting 
districts, which will become part of the new charter amendment for the City to follow in conducting elections beginning 
in 2016. 

When will these new districts take effect? 

Once adopted by the City the new voting districts will immediately take effect.  However, the first election to be held 
using these newly formed districts will occur in April 2016 with Council seats from Districts 1 and 3 up for election, along 
with the directly elected Mayor position. Council seats from Districts 2 and 4 will be up for election in April 2018, again 
along with the directly elected Mayor position. 

How will creating voting districts affect me? 

Beginning in 2016, residents in the City of Whittier will have the opportunity to vote for candidates who run in the 
district in which they live.  Once elected, these City Council Members will provide direct representation of the unique 
population, issues and challenges found within each of the four districts, and with the Mayor, will govern and provide 
direction for issues that involve the entire Whittier community.    

Why is my participation important? 

This process and the resulting decisions are critical to the leadership and future of Whittier.  It is important for the City 
that these voting district boundaries clearly and accurately represent the varying geographic areas and unique 
demographic groups found within our community.  Your participation will help bring clarity to the process and help us 
better understand the issues important to you as we look at volumes of data to help create balanced and representative 
districts. 

How will my input be used? 

Your input will help inform the technical process which will be based on a collection of data and analytics.  We will be 
asking you to share with us what is important to you, where you think the boundaries should go to protect communities 
of interest, and other clarifying questions that will help us in the development of voting district recommendations. 

Where can I learn more about the process and get additional information including scheduled public meetings? 

For this process, the City has set up a host of communication tools and ways for the public to receive information and 
provide input.  The City has established a project webpage at www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf.  All meeting information and 
project materials will be posted on the website for your review.  You can also e-mail us with a comment or question at 
districts@cityofwhittier.org or via regular mail to: City of Whittier, Attn: Kathryn Marshall, 13230 Penn Street, Whittier, 
CA  90602.  For additional information, please call (562) 567-9854. 
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The City of Whittier has initiated a dynamic process that will change the way the 
community elects its future leadership.  This historic effort is underway following 
the June 3, 2014 voter-approved Charter Amendment calling for four Council 
Members elected from geographically defined districts and a citywide Mayor.   

As a valued community member, the City is calling on you to get involved in the 
process of creating four council voting districts.  The new districts will be roughly 
the same size in population figures and determined based on the following:

• Communities of interest 

• Cohesiveness, continuity, integrity and compactness of territory

• Topography

• Geography

Once the districts are created, each district will elect one residing Council 
Member as its representative for a four-year term. The Mayor will be elected by 
a citywide vote for a two-year term.  This is a completely different process than 
what is currently in place for electing the City’s leadership. The City anticipates 
that the formation of the new voting districts will take approximately six months: 
November 2014 through April 2015. 

The city has enlisted the help of experts in the fields of census data with previous 
experience in council redistricting to initiate the development of mapping 
alternatives.  However, this process would greatly benefit from community 
input.  There are many ways to get involved and provide your feedback. Please 
review and participate in all activities of interest and convenience to you - all are 
welcome!

• VDF Map Input Sheet (see reverse)  

• Meet with the Expert (details at right)

• Community Meetings - Two rounds of community meetings will take place. 
The first round is scheduled for November 2014 (details at right) and the 
second round will be held in February 2015. Sign up to receive the meeting 
notice and additional updates as they become available.

• Public Hearings - As part of the City Council Meetings, public hearings will be 
held to present proposed districts and receive public input. Sign up to receive 
the hearing notice and additional updates as they become available. 

Overview

Get Involved!

Upcoming Community Participation 
Opportunities

Community Meetings

Three community meetings will be held in 
various locations within the City to solicit 
public input. The meetings will have identical 
presentations, so attend the one most 
convenient for you. 

Saturday, November 15, 2014
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Uptown Senior Center
13225 Walnut Street

Wednesday, November 19, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Palm Park
5703 Palm Avenue

Thursday, November 20, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Parnell Park
15390 Lambert Road

Meet with the Expert

Community members also have an opportunity 
to review sample maps and meet with the 
technical consultant, Dave Ely of Compass 
Demographics at City Hall, 13230 Penn Street.

To make an appointment, please contact the 
City Clerk-Treasurer’s office at (562) 567-9854. A 
second round of office hours will be scheduled 
later in the districting process to gather 
additional public input once map proposals 
have been developed.

Learn More and Stay in Touch - Visit the webpage 
for additional details and sign up to receive 
updates at: www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf

For additional information, please contact:
Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer

(562) 567-9854  |  districts@cityofwhittier.org108



Please Submit Your Districting Map
You are encouraged to submit a map that reflects areas 
of interest and information related to potential district 
boundaries. It is not necessary to submit a complete 

map with four districts to have your input considered.

How to Submit a Districting Map:
• Draw up to four new voting districts.

• Each district must have equal population of 
approximately 21,300.

• You can choose to draw on the attached map or 
submit a map of your own.

• Submit your map via:

Mail: City of Whittier, Attn: Kathryn Marshall, 
13230 Penn Street, Whittier, CA 90602

Email: districts@cityofwhittier.org

Fax: (562) 567-2870

Please help us identify the following, on the map or in comments, as 
applicable:

Neighborhoods or Communities: Outline and identify areas that you believe 
function as neighborhoods or communities and should be kept together in a 
single district.

Connections: Identify neighborhoods or communities that you believe share 
common interests and should be combined within a district.

Barriers: Identify physical features such as streets, utilities or other elements 
and geographical features that you believe would act as natural barriers 
between districts.

Divisions: Identify communities that you believe are dissimilar and would be 
best served in separate districts.

Points of interest: Identify significant locations or points of interest that are 
of particular interest or concern to individual communities and explain their 
significance.

Submit Your Districting Map
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City

District V O T E Total

Population 21478 21285 21329 21239 85331

Deviation 145 ‐48 ‐4 ‐94

% Deviation 0.7% ‐0.2% 0.0% ‐0.4%

Latino 71.0% 78.6% 47.7% 65.6% 65.7%

White 23.7% 15.8% 43.8% 29.7% 28.3%

Black 1.1% 1.4% 0.9% 0.8% 1.1%

Asian 3.1% 3.0% 6.8% 2.8% 3.9%

Voting Age Pop.

Latino 66.6% 73.7% 42.5% 60.7% 60.6%

White 27.9% 19.7% 48.8% 34.5% 32.9%

Black 1.1% 1.6% 0.9% 0.8% 1.1%

Asian 3.4% 3.8% 7.1% 3.1% 4.3%

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12

Latino 64.6% 70.1% 44.4% 54.4% 57.7%

White 28.2% 22.0% 47.3% 41.0% 35.3%

Black 0.9% 0.7% 0.2% 0.1% 0.4%

Asian 0.3% 2.1% 1.5% 1.3% 1.3%

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 55.2% 61.4% 33.3% 49.0% 47.9%

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.6% 3.4% 4.1% 2.7% 3.2%

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 50.2% 56.0% 29.8% 43.7% 42.1%

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.4% 3.2% 3.6% 2.7% 3.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 34.6% 36.6% 21.2% 30.0% 28.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 36.7% 36.6% 21.1% 31.5% 29.2%

Turnout June 2014 17.8% 10.6% 22.3% 15.6% 17.3%

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 58.0% 64.8% 36.5% 52.3% 51.2%

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 39.5% 43.3% 23.3% 35.2% 32.6%

Purple
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City

District V O T E Total

Population 21429 21304 21337 21261 85331

Deviation 96 ‐29 4 ‐72

% Deviation 0.5% ‐0.1% 0.0% ‐0.3%

Latino 73.3% 82.0% 59.1% 48.4% 65.7%

White 21.6% 13.3% 34.8% 43.4% 28.3%

Black 1.1% 1.0% 1.2% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 2.9% 2.7% 3.8% 6.4% 3.9%

Voting Age Pop.

Latino 69.0% 78.1% 53.6% 43.2% 60.6%

White 25.6% 16.4% 40.0% 48.4% 32.9%

Black 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 3.2% 3.4% 4.0% 6.7% 4.3%

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12

Latino 67.9% 71.3% 52.3% 43.1% 57.7%

White 25.3% 20.8% 42.1% 48.9% 35.3%

Black 0.9% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4%

Asian 0.2% 1.9% 1.5% 1.5% 1.3%

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 57.9% 65.1% 43.3% 33.8% 47.9%

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.5% 2.9% 2.9% 4.3% 3.2%

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 52.9% 59.7% 38.7% 30.2% 42.1%

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.2% 3.2% 2.7% 3.9% 3.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 36.9% 42.6% 27.5% 19.2% 28.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 38.6% 42.4% 28.3% 19.9% 29.2%

Turnout June 2014 16.4% 9.6% 19.8% 20.6% 17.3%

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 60.5% 67.1% 47.2% 37.1% 51.2%

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 42.0% 49.0% 31.5% 22.5% 32.6%

Red
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City

District V O T E Total

Population 21309 21330 21354 21338 85331

Deviation ‐24 ‐3 21 5

% Deviation ‐0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0%

Latino 74.1% 81.8% 50.8% 56.3% 65.7%

White 20.9% 13.6% 41.0% 37.6% 28.3%

Black 1.1% 1.1% 1.2% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 2.8% 2.7% 5.9% 4.4% 3.9%

Voting Age Pop.

Latino 69.8% 77.8% 45.4% 51.1% 60.6%

White 24.8% 16.7% 46.1% 42.5% 32.9%

Black 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 3.1% 3.4% 6.2% 4.6% 4.3%

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12

Latino 68.7% 71.3% 46.4% 48.3% 57.7%

White 24.6% 20.0% 45.8% 46.7% 35.3%

Black 0.9% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4%

Asian 0.3% 2.4% 2.2% 0.4% 1.3%

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 58.5% 65.0% 34.8% 42.2% 47.9%

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.4% 3.0% 4.1% 3.2% 3.2%

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 53.5% 60.0% 31.1% 38.0% 42.1%

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.2% 3.2% 3.4% 3.2% 3.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 37.0% 43.3% 22.8% 24.7% 28.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 39.1% 45.1% 23.1% 25.4% 29.2%

Turnout June 2014 16.0% 9.7% 23.7% 16.9% 17.3%

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 61.1% 67.1% 38.9% 44.9% 51.2%

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 42.7% 50.8% 24.5% 29.3% 32.6%

Orange
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City

District V O T E Total

Population 21330 21328 21362 21311 85331

Deviation ‐3 ‐5 29 ‐22

% Deviation 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% ‐0.1%

Latino 74.8% 79.9% 50.5% 57.7% 65.7%

White 19.7% 16.0% 41.2% 36.2% 28.3%

Black 1.0% 1.1% 1.3% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 3.3% 2.0% 6.1% 4.3% 3.9%

Voting Age Pop.

Latino 70.4% 76.0% 45.0% 52.5% 60.6%

White 23.4% 19.4% 46.4% 41.1% 32.9%

Black 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 0.9% 1.1%

Asian 3.9% 2.4% 6.3% 4.6% 4.3%

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12

Latino 69.6% 69.2% 46.9% 48.7% 57.7%

White 23.9% 24.2% 44.2% 45.5% 35.3%

Black 0.9% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.4%

Asian 0.7% 1.2% 2.3% 0.8% 1.3%

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 58.8% 62.6% 34.8% 42.9% 47.9%

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.9% 2.3% 4.0% 3.3% 3.2%

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 54.6% 56.3% 30.6% 38.6% 42.1%

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.6% 2.1% 3.5% 3.3% 3.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 38.8% 39.3% 22.1% 25.5% 28.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 40.7% 42.5% 22.3% 26.2% 29.2%

Turnout June 2014 15.3% 11.1% 23.7% 16.6% 17.3%

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 61.8% 65.3% 38.4% 45.7% 51.2%

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 44.0% 47.1% 23.9% 30.1% 32.6%

Green
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City

District V O T E Total

Population 21478 21339 21329 21185 85331

Deviation 145 6 ‐4 ‐148

% Deviation 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% ‐0.7%

Latino 71.0% 72.4% 47.7% 71.8% 65.7%

White 23.7% 21.6% 43.8% 24.0% 28.3%

Black 1.1% 1.5% 0.9% 0.7% 1.1%

Asian 3.1% 3.3% 6.8% 2.5% 3.9%

Voting Age Pop.

Latino 66.6% 67.1% 42.5% 67.1% 60.6%

White 27.9% 25.9% 48.8% 28.4% 32.9%

Black 1.1% 1.7% 0.9% 0.7% 1.1%

Asian 3.4% 4.0% 7.1% 2.8% 4.3%

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12

Latino 64.6% 64.4% 44.4% 59.0% 57.7%

White 28.2% 29.4% 47.3% 35.0% 35.3%

Black 0.9% 0.6% 0.2% 0.2% 0.4%

Asian 0.3% 2.0% 1.5% 1.4% 1.3%

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 55.2% 53.5% 33.3% 54.0% 47.9%

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.6% 3.4% 4.1% 2.6% 3.2%

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 50.2% 47.8% 29.8% 47.8% 42.1%

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.4% 3.0% 3.6% 2.8% 3.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 34.6% 33.5% 21.2% 30.7% 28.0%

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 36.7% 34.4% 21.1% 31.9% 29.2%

Turnout June 2014 17.8% 13.7% 22.3% 13.5% 17.3%

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 58.0% 58.1% 36.5% 56.7% 51.2%

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 39.5% 38.3% 23.3% 37.3% 32.6%

Blue
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                                                                                        Community Meeting #1 – Mapping Exercise Summaries   

City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation 

Community Meeting #1 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 (Uptown Senior Center) 
 

Number of Mapping Exercise Groups: Five (5) 
 

GROUP 1.1 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Valerie Martinez 
 

 
This group included about 8-10 people, most of whom were involved in the process due to a desire to 
diversify city representation.  One member was a La Serna student and his mother who were 
participating because the student was using redistricting as his Senior Project.  In general, the group 
identified city barriers that are consistent with other maps we have seen:  Whittier Boulevard, 
College/Painter, and Catalina.  There was a desire to keep East Whittier communities together, a district 
should represent the residents living south of Whittier Boulevard, and the rest was pretty open.  There 
were two schools of thought:  1) The Districts should create as many Latino-majority seats as possible; 2) 
Districts should include two very strong Latino-majority seats to make certain the Latino vote is 
counted.  In several cases, people felt comfortable with the Blue map – although this was based on 
boundaries and non-population-specific information. 
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GROUP 1.2 | Mapping Exercise Facilitators: Chester Britt and Edgar Gutierrez 

 

 

The group was represented by five long time City of Whittier residents that presented a vast 

understanding of the City.  The group identified a number of communities and neighborhoods, 

including: Orange Grove, Palm Park, Hadley Hills, Historic District, Uptown Whittier, Nelles, Quad Area, 

Michigan Park, Mar Vista Heights, Old Friendly Hills, New Friendly Hills, Whittwood, and Macy School 

Area. The group also noted that there was a significant amount of rental properties west of the Uptown 

Village area.  The boundaries raised during the discussion included: school districts (K-8 and 9-12), 

Whittier Blvd., Painter Ave., and Colima Rd.; however, most of the group participants specified that they 

would not want Whittier Blvd. to serve as a defining barrier for the voting districts.  A group member 

also specified the boundaries for Uptown merchants which were bound by Hadley Street (north), 

Greenleaf Ave. (west), Friends Ave. (east), and Philadelphia St. (south).  After identifying individual 

communities and neighborhoods, the group started grouping different parts of the City that could serve 

as voting districts.  Subsequently, the sample maps were reviewed and participants identified which 

maps they preferred and addressed points raised during the group discussion.  The participants 

identified the Red map as the most preferred as it helped keep neighborhoods together and did not use 

Whittier Blvd. as a physical boundary.  There was also significant support for the maps produced by 

“Greene” and “Stone” through individual meetings with David Ely, the demographer for the City.  The 

“Greene” map was supported because it addressed voter turnout rates, and the “Stone” map was seen 
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as a compromise to maintain neighborhoods together although it diluted the voter turnout.  A member 

of the group requested for school boundaries to be included as part of the group discussion. 

GROUP 1.3 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Yesenia Arias 

 

Two members of the community participated in the group exercise.  Generally, the participants felt that 
the far east and west ends of the city tend to be perceived differently due to their familiarity to the 
adjacent cities, Pico Rivera and La Habra.  One of the participants lives near Colima/Whittier Blvd and 
felt that even though she may have personal different opinions than the neighboring communities; she 
commented that her community should be put together with the communities north of her, including 
Friendly Hills.  The participants identified the historic areas in the north west end of the city and felt they 
should remain together in one district.  However it was difficult to identify specific boundaries.  
Discussions included Whittier College and its student’s population who live in the City but cannot vote.   
The group agreed that Whittier Boulevard and Colima should be regarded as divisions for the 
development of the districts.   
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GROUP 1.4 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Claudia A. Cruz 

 
The participants in this group were mostly residents however there was one person who 

identified himself with a particular community organization. This person expressed concerns 

that the group exercise would not provide enough feedback for proper district formations and 

added that there was simply not enough time to try to label districts on the map. I clarified that 

the group was not being asked to try to create districts and explained the mapping exercise 

once more. The participant added he wanted assurance that the districts would include equal 

population distribution. He seemed to be uninterested in further discussion/participation in our 

group exercise and got up and left the table and went to see the sample maps on display 

instead.  The remainder of the group participants identified on the map (in orange) features 

they felt served as barriers. These included Painter Avenue (South of Penn), Whittier Blvd. 

(North/South) and Penn (North). The group also considered Penn as a division (labeled in green) 

where they felt communities were dissimilar of either side. When discussing communities / 

neighborhoods the focus of discussion was regarding the Uptown Whittier area. The group 

labeled (in purple) Uptown with neighborhoods to the north they felt should be kept together. 

When discussing the colored maps, one person liked the Red map however the rest of the 

participants shared concerns about most maps because they included Uptown with 

neighborhoods to the South and West. They felt the maps were, in their opinion, lacking in 

keeping connectivity in communities of interest as requested in the district formation process. 
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They also mentioned they did not like having a district that included Whittier Blvd as one long 

district. The Green map was their least liked and they felt the Blue map seemed to show natural 

boundaries within the City. 
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GROUP 1.5 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Julia Brown 

 

Seven community members participated in this breakout session and engaged in lively 

discussions regarding identifying neighborhoods and communities, physical and natural 

barriers, and the communities that are dissimilar and should be put into separate voting 

districts.  They all agreed that the Uptown Retail Area was the main shared common interest in 

the city, and that the Whittier Historic Neighborhood Association (WHNA) area was the main 

significant point of interest.  Of the seven participants, only two had a clear preference 

regarding the colored maps and they both preferred the blue map because they felt it takes the 

differing neighborhoods across the city into consideration the most out of all of the available 

options.  One participant had previously submitted his own map for consideration (Bennett) 

and preferred it over any of the colored maps. 

 

Other key points mentioned during these discussions were: 

 

 Whittier Boulevard as a main physical barrier due to the fact that houses to the north 

are significantly different than houses to the south, and that there is a major cultural 

divide with non-Hispanic residents in the north and Hispanic residents in the south. 

 Participants would like to see the creation of a formal advisory committee to discuss 

these issues instead of the process that is currently being used. 

145



 

 

 

 
II. November 19, 2014 
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City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation 

Community Meeting #2 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 (Palm Park) 
 

Number of Mapping Exercise Groups: Five (5) 
 
 

GROUP 2.1 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Valerie Martinez 

 
This group included about 8 people, several of whom had a very deep understanding of the process and 
came in with their own very clear thoughts about how this process could impact city representation. 
Two members of the group were elected officials, one from RHC and one from WCSD; one was from the 
League of Women Voters.  This group was working at a very high level.  There was discussion about 
using school district boundaries as a consideration.  While there was general discussion about 
boundaries and neighborhoods - most of which reflected similar boundaries that have been reflected in 
the Blue and Purple maps – they found it difficult to commit to specifics because they did not have the 
specific demographic numbers, including voter registration and turnout, in order to guide their 
comments.  It was recommended to some of the individuals in the group that they consider participating 
in the one-on-ones available with David. 
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GROUP 2.2 | Mapping Exercise Facilitators: Chester Britt and Edgar Gutierrez 

 

Five City of Whittier residents participated in this working group.  The group identified a number of 

communities and neighborhoods, including: West Whittier, Uptown, Historic District, Hadley Hills, Mar 

Vista Hills, Ocean View, Friendly Hills, North Friendly Hills, East Whittier, and Sun Gold.  Specific 

neighborhoods south of Whittier Boulevard were not identified by name but the participants noted that 

there was a bond in East Whittier between the communities north and south of Whittier Blvd.  This 

group also suggested that the formation of voting districts must consider shopping patterns, police 

service areas, crime rates, voting turnout, school districts, and other unique communities.  Participants 

noted that the East Whittier, Whittier, and Los Nietos school districts should be taken into account for 

the formation of the voting districts.  The group also identified a number of points of interest, including: 

The Quad, Historic neighborhoods, The Market Place, Hellman Park, and open space in North Whittier.  

Member of the group also highlighted streets that serve as natural barriers, including: Whittier Blvd., 

Painter Ave., Colima Rd., Santa Gertrudes Ave., Mar Vista St., Norwalk Blvd., and Lambert Rd.   

Next, sample maps were reviewed and participants identified the maps they preferred and/or 

those that addressed points raised during the group discussion.  The participants identified the 

Blue, Purple, and Green maps as equally preferred voting district maps because they were 

perceived as the best options for keeping Whittier together.   

 

  

148



                                                                                        Community Meeting #2 – Mapping Exercise Summaries   

GROUP 2.3 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Yesenia Arias 

 

This group included eight members of the community, some of which have lived in the City for decades.  

The in-depth discussion included various points of view with no consensus. The formation of a district in 

the north west portion of the City included the designated historic and non-designated historic 

communities.  In addition, there was a discussion of breaking up Uptown Business District (upper and 

lower) and perhaps using parts of Greenleaf and Painter Ave all the way to the City border.  The center 

of the City was difficult to cluster into communities of interest, especially the consideration of using 

Whittier Blvd. as a boundary.  Some of the participants felt that the boulevard should not be used as a 

divider because the communities north and south have similar interest; the opposing view felt that not 

using Whittier Blvd as a boundary would dilute the Latino vote.  Some participants felt that the eastern 

portion of the City may be combined into one district consisting of Old and New Friendly Hills as well as 

Friendly Hills Estates.  Again the disagreement was with the Whittier Blvd boundary.  Most but not all 

member of the group felt that public submission Map #3 was a good representation of how the districts 

should be formed.  

Key points: 

 Consideration of dividing uptown business district; perhaps using some of Greenleaf and 

Painter.   

 Communities that belong together include: Old and New Friendly Hills and Friendly Hills Estates  
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 Major concern regarding the designated open land area and how the development of the 

districts would affect this area. 

 No consensus regarding the use of Whittier Blvd as a division in the formation of Council 

Districts 
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GROUP 2.4 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Claudia A. Cruz 

 
The participants in this group exercise included 2 residents and 1 representative from the 
following organizations: HOT, League of Women Voters and the Whittier Voter Coalition. There 
was much time spent by the group answering questions from a resident on the need for the 
formation of voting districts and how the process will affect her. There was also inquiries from 
the representative from HOT on the selection of Compass Demographics and the AA team 
including whether either had met with the any of the councilmembers prior to their selection.  
This generated a discussion and caused a bit of diversion from our group exercise. I provided 
him with a copy of the Agenda Reports available during the meeting and asked him to direct 
other inquiries to the City. Once we were able to begin to focus on the exercise, the group 
identified on the map (in orange) Uptown and the Historic District as neighborhoods 
/communities of interest and focused their discussion around these areas. For the most part, 
they agreed they would like to see areas kept together to maintain the City’s artistic and 
historical history. When discussing and identifying barriers on the map (in purple), the group 
identified Whittier Blvd. as a barrier but some had different opinions about this area. The 
representative from HOT expressed that this area should be divided to create and opportunity 
for additional representation. While the representative of the Whittier Voters Coalition 
commented that it should be noted that this area creates a division North and South and has 
historically defined the socio-economic areas within the City. Other areas identified as barriers 
were Painter Ave. and the preserve as a natural barrier.  
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Regarding the colored maps, most liked the purple map but the representative from the 
Whittier Voters Coalition felt that it should be adjusted in order to keep Uptown together with 
the surrounding areas and that Whittier Blvd. should not be divided. One resident said none of 
the colored maps spoke to her.   
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GROUP 2.5 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Julia Brown 

 

Seven community members participated in this breakout session.  They all believed that the 

main connections that bind neighborhoods and communities in the city are the local high 

schools (La Serna High School, Whittier High School and Cal High School).  When discussing 

physical barriers, the majority believed that College Avenue serves as a “lightening rod”, since it 

divides communities along economic lines and school districts, with one resident stating that 

the west side of that area is filled with apartment buildings and bail bonds offices, while the 

east is filled with more single-family homes.  No broad consensus was reached regarding the 

colored maps, with three residents preferring the blue map (they view it as accounting for more 

common interests), two preferring the purple (which they understand is similar, yet slightly 

different from the blue map), and two abstaining from identifying a preference. 

 

Other key points mentioned during these discussions were: 

 

 Whittier Boulevard is viewed by many as being “the north/south divide” in the city. 

 Santa Gertrudes Avenue was mentioned for the first time as an east/west dividing line, 

while Beverly Drive was a first-time mention as a physical barrier. 
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 Norwalk Boulevard and Beverly Boulevard were also first-time mentions as dividing lines 

between communities. 

 Some participants mentioned the local YMCA’s as being important connections that 

identify communities. 

 One resident complained that her community in northwest Whittier experiences 

difficulties in accessing their neighborhood polling locations and wants to ensure that 

the VDF process does not make that situation any worse for area residents. 
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III. November 20, 2014 
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City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation 

Community Meeting #3 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 (Parnell Park) 
 

Number of Mapping Exercise Groups: Five (5) 
 
 

GROUP 3.1 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Valerie Martinez 

 
This group included about 14 people who were extremely diverse in ethnicity, political philosophy and 
volunteer histories.  They all agreed that East Whittier neighborhoods needed to stay together, there 
should be a District south of Whittier Blvd. and a couple members were emphatic that the Uptown area 
should have its own District.  The group did a tremendous job of identifying some factors that should be 
considered:  1) Consider other Districts within the city (trash, schools, water);  and 2) oversight and 
resources should be taken into consideration, for instance, Whittier Blvd should be in one District to 
ensure at least one council member is mindful of upkeep and economic development.    There was also a 
lot of discussion surrounding whether the districts should reflect the community’s populations or 
whether neighborhoods with similar demographics should be groups together to ensure representation 
is diverse.  The group articulated support for the Blue, Purple and Red maps. 
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GROUP 3.2 | Mapping Exercise Facilitators: Chester Britt  

 
The participants in this group were all residents, however, there was one person who identified 
herself as someone who recently moved from Whittier to just outside the City limits.  There 
were six people at this table providing input.  The unique communities identified by the group 
included: Northwest Whittier, Nelles, Uptown (upper and lower), Mar Vista Heights, Historic 
area, Friendly Hills, East Whittier, Southwest, Michigan Park.  Streets that the group felt would 
be natural for potential district boundaries included: Painter, Whittier, Colima, Beverly, 
Pickering, Mar Vista, Philadelphia, Hadley and Lambert.   In general, the group discussion 
centered on how to deal with the Uptown area and the potential use of Whittier Boulevard to 
create a southern oriented district.  There was discussion about the characteristics of Uptown 
and that Greenleaf was a north/south dividing line in the Uptown area.  Also the group saw the 
potential for Uptown to eventually connect with the new Nelles development over time.  The 
group also discussed housing affordability, voting patterns, socio economics, school districts 
and shopping patterns as important issues for consideration in grouping communities to form 
districts.  When reviewing the prepared maps the blue map was the most popular, purple and 
red were secondary choices.  There was not consensus in the group in use of Whittier 
Boulevard as a dividing line to great a southern district.  The group also felt there was not 
enough data available to them to make an informed decision on district boundaries.    
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 GROUP 3.3 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Edgar Gutierrez 

 

The group was represented by five City of Whittier residents.  The group identified a variety of 

neighborhoods, including: Old Whittier (or West Whittier), Whittier Hills (characterized by custom 

homes in West Whittier), Uptown Whittier, South Whittier, Mar Vista Area, and Friendly Hills.  There 

were also several points of interest raised by the participants, including: Nelles, Palm Park (swimming 

pool, tennis courts), Whittier College, The Quad, Whittwood Mall, the Historic District, and Central Park. 

In East Whittier, participants noted the housing density differences between neighborhoods that rested 

north and south of Whittier.  The group also perceived some of the streets as physical barriers for 

defining different parts in Whittier, including: Whittier Blvd., Colima Rd., and Painter Ave.  Following 

these exercises, the participants reviewed the sets of sample maps and ranked the most preferred 

scenarios which captured the group’s discussion.  The group showed the strongest preference for the 

Blue and Purple maps because they generated an even distribution of voter turnout rates.  The Green 

map was preferred by all participants, but most perceived it as a good third option since it helped keep 

the neighborhoods with the lowest voting turnout together as a single district. 
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GROUP 3.4 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Claudia A. Cruz 
 

 
 
Participants in this group exercise identified themselves as longtime residents of the City and 
provided very specific views of areas they consider function as neighborhood/communities with 
connections by shared interests and identified them on the map as outlined in orange and 
labeled each section by name (see list below). There was also a distinction made of areas that 
they considered to be dissimilar and that should be noted as such during the formation of the 
voting districts. Those areas included:  Uptown, East Whittier, Whittwood Mall, Friendly Hills 
and The Quad. The group members also identified, on the map in blue, streets that they felt 
served as barriers throughout the City. The streets identified were: Whittier Blvd., Painter Ave., 
Colima Rd., and Beverly Blvd.  Points of interest that they felt were important to note were: 
Uptown, Whittwood Mall, Fred C. Nelles Facility, The Quad and Whittier College.  Regarding the 
colored maps, one participant said she liked the Red map the rest preferred the blue and purple 
maps as they felt they were very similar. From the Public Submissions, two participants shared 
they liked PS_006-Whittier College. One participant expressed an overall concern that the 
voting district formation process should not be used to manipulate voter turnout. 
 
Neighborhoods/Communities: 

 East Whittier / Mar Vista Heights 

 Whittwood Mall / East Whittier 

 Friendly Hills 
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 Greater Whittier College Historic 

 Starlight Estates 

 Sungold Homes 

 Southeast Whittier 

 South Whittier 

 Palm Park / West Whittier 

 Northwest Whittier 

 West Whittier 
 
 
  

  

160



                                                                                        Community Meeting #3 – Mapping Exercise Summaries   

GROUP 3.5 | Mapping Exercise Facilitator: Julia Brown 

 

Seven community members participated in this breakout session, with the majority believing 

that elementary schools serve as the best method for identifying neighborhoods and 

communities in the city.  However, they also believed that high schools served as one of the 

main connections within communities, in addition to public libraries, Whitwood Mall, the Quad 

and Whittier College.  In addition to Whittier Boulevard, the group also felt that La Serna High 

School serves as a physical barrier to communities, given that the original attendance area for 

the school used to be comprised of the area north of Whittier Boulevard, but with the aging 

population and a decrease in the number of children living there, the attendance area was 

expanded to include students south of the Boulevard.  Regarding the mapping options, three 

residents preferred the red map (because they like that it mixes high and low-income voters to 

encourage greater interaction), three preferred the blue (because they feel it is the fairest 

option available), and one resident left early before stating his preference. 

 

Other key points mentioned during these discussions were: 

 The Hillside, the 605 freeway, Hadley Hills and the historic district were first-time 

mentions as physical barriers. 

 All participants agreed that socio-economic factors and race were the main divisions 

regarding identifying communities that are dissimilar. 
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Other Items 
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I. Census Population Map – How to Submit 

a Districting Map 
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City of Whittier 

Voting Districts Formation 
 

How to Submit a Districting Map 
 

1. The City is creating four new voting districts.  Each district will need to have equal 
population of approximately 21,300.   

2. You/your organization are encouraged submit a map which reflects areas of 
interest and information related to potential boundaries for these area(s); it is not 
necessary to submit a complete map with four districts to have your input 
considered. 

3. You can choose to draw on the attached map or submit a map of your own. 
4. Please help us identify the following, on the map or in comments, as applicable: 

  
a. Neighborhoods or Communities.  Outline and identify areas that you believe 

function as neighborhoods or communities should be kept together in a single 
district._________________________________________________________ 

     _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
b. Connections.  Identify neighborhoods or communities that you believe share 

common interests and should be combined within a district. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
c. Barriers.  Identify physical features such as streets, utilities or other elements 

that you believe would act as natural barriers between districts. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
d. Divisions.  Identify communities that you believe are dissimilar and should be  

put into separate districts.__________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
e. Points of interest.  Identify significant locations or points of interest that are of 

particular interest or concern to individual communities and explain their 
significance._____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
Submitted by: 
 
_________________________ ______________________  
Name (print please)   Telephone    
          Thank you! 
_________________________ ______________________ 
Organization, if applicable  Email 
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1

Districts

From: Districts
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 2:50 PM
Subject: City of Whittier Community Members.  Miembros de la comunidad de la Ciudad de 

Whittier.

 

Sample District Map Scenarios are now available for review 
and download. 
 

For additional information, please visit 
www.cityofwhittier.org/vdf  or contact  
Kathryn Marshall, City Clerk-Treasurer at (562) 567-9854 or 
districts@cityofwhittier.org. 
 
You are receiving this communication because of your interest in the City of Whittier Voting Districts Formation.   
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list then please reply with unsubscribe in the subject line. 
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Attachment B 

Draft Proposals 
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Draft Proposa I A City 

District v 0 T E Total 

Population 21465 21443 21035 21388 85331 

Deviation 132 110 -298 55 

% Deviation 0.6% 0.5% -1.4% 0.3% 

Latino 71.2% 74.6% 69.2% 47.9% 65.7% 

White 23.6% 19.3% 26.0% 44.2% 28.3% 

Black 1.0% 1.5% 0.7% 0.9% 1.1% 

Asian 3.0% 3.3% 3.2% 6.2% 3.9% 

Voting Age Pop. 

Latino 66.8% 69.4% 64.5% 42.6% 60.6% 

White 27.7% 23.7% 30.4% 49.2% 32.9% 

Black 1.1% 1.7% 0.7% 0.9% 1.1% 

Asian 3.3% 4.0% 3.5% 6.4% 4.3% 

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12 

Latino 65.0% 65.1% 58.0% 44.4% 57.7% 

White 28.0% 27.2% 36.3% 48.0% 35.3% 

Black 0.5% 1.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 

Asian 0.3% 2.0% 1.4% 1.5% 1.3% 

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 55.4% 56.3% 52.0% 33.5% 47.9% 

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.5% 3.5% 2.9% 3.8% 3.2% 

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 50.3% 50.9% 46.0% 30.0% 42.1% 

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.4% 3.2% 3.1% 3.3% 3.0% 

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 34.5% 34.0% 30.3% 21.7% 28.0% 

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 36.9% 33.7% 31.7% 21.9% 29.2% 

Turnout June 2014 18.0% 11.7% 14.4% 22.4% 17.3% 

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 58.3% 60.1% 54.6% 37.3% 51.2% 

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 40.0% 39.3% 35.8% 23.9% 32.6% 
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Draft Proposal C City 

District v 0 T E Total 

Population 21495 21183 21299 21354 85331 

Deviation 162 -150 -34 21 

% Deviation 0.8% -0.7% -0.2% 0.1% 

Latino 74.6% 82.0% 53.2% 53.1% 65.7% 

White 19.7% 14.2% 40.6% 38.6% 28.3% 

Black 1.1% 0.9% 0.8% 1.3% 1.1% 

Asian 3.3% 2.0% 4.5% 5.9% 3.9% 

Voting Age Pop. 

Latino 70.2% 78.4% 48.0% 47.7% 60.6% 

White 23.5% 17.3% 45.6% 43.6% 32.9% 

Black 1.2% 1.1% 0.8% 1.3% 1.1% 

Asian 3.9% 2.3% 4.7% 6.2% 4.3% 

Citizen Voting Age Pop D12 

Latino 69.6% 69.5% 47.1% 48.3% 57.7% 

White 23.7% 23.1% 48.0% 42.8% 35.3% 

Black 0.9% 0.4% 0.2% 0.3% 0.4% 

Asian 0.6% 1.7% 0.4% 2.4% 1.3% 

Spanish Surname Reg 2010 59.2% 65.1% 39.1% 36.8% 47.9% 

Asian Surname Reg 2010 2.9% 2.2% 3.1% 4.0% 3.2% 

Spanish Surname Voted Nov 2010 54.9% 59.5% 34.9% 32.7% 42.1% 

Asian Surname Voted Nov 2010 2.6% 2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 3.0% 

Spanish Surname Voted April 2012 39.3% 41.5% 22.4% 23.9% 28.0% 

Spanish Surname Voted April 2014 40.5% 43.2% 23.2% 24.4% 29.2% 

Turnout June 2014 15.2% 9.7% 18.2% 23.2% 17.3% 

Spanish Surname Reg June 2014 62.1% 67.3% 41.8% 40.9% 51.2% 

Spanish Surname Voted June 2014 44.0% 51.3% 27.1% 25.6% 32.6% 
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