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[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

I encourage the Council to consider providing direction to Staff with regards to potential
regulation of Short Term Rentals (STR) as a “by right” aspect for the community.

One of the benefits of STRs is it brings visitors into our City. These visitors go into our
grocery stores to buy provisions for their visit, go to local restaurants to enjoy “a night out”
and conduct all sorts of other interactions in which outside dollars are spent locally. Any thing
we may do to nurture the conditions to allow this to occur is in our collective best interests.

As of late, STR-related apps (VRBO, Airbnb) have introduced invisible fees that this option
often is not cost competitive with a traditional hotel for the average traveler. That’s the
competitive pressure that a free market has at work. That pressure will result in an equilibrium
between number of STRs in an area and the number of hotel rooms available.

What about the impact to City resources (police) due to unruly STR visitors? 1 appreciate that
visitors often may use STRs in a way that is counter to the community norms we love about
Whittier. This is no different, however, than guests we invite to stay in our homes. IfI - as a
host (to a STR or family visiting) - permit excessive noise, I still bear responsibility for it (as I
should).

There’s another, somewhat-related item that could use some clarity. There are a few apps that
allow parties to rent features of homes for hourly use. An example is Swimply. Swimply
allows people to rent a private residential swimming pool by the hour. I encourage the Council
to direct Staff to include these types of shared activities in their work to generate options.
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