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City Council,

My name is Natalie Gonzalez and I am emailing as a concerned lifelong citizen of Whittier. The addition of
driving lanes to several stretches of Whittier Blvd. is a misguided attempt to improve our transportation.
The addition of driving lanes is in direct contrast with goals defined by the Southern California Association
of Government’s 2022 Regional Transportation Plan. The RTP stresses the importance of reducing Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT), which is a metric used to assess transportation impacts. Under SB 743, projects
under CEQA review must analyze VMT. CEQA places greater importance on projects that will reduce
VMT and therefore mobile source emissions. It has been proven that the expansion of roadways by adding
additional driving lanes does not reduce VMT, it actually increases it. This project must not move forward,
as this methodology is proven to be a long-term failure. The California Air Resources Board’s 2022 State
Implementation Plan also cites the importance of reducing VMT to reach air quality standards. Our region is
currently in extreme nonattainment for ozone, with NOx being the main contributor to ozone levels. NOx is
one of the main pollutants generated by mobile sources, meaning on-road vehicles. Expanding the roadway
will be setting us backwards on cleaner air as we increase our dependence on cars. Additional lanes have
also been seen to only have a temporary impact on congestion levels, with traffic levels returning to the
same levels that were seen before the lanes were added. Expanding the roadway will increase the amount of
cars on the road, therefore increasing pollution levels in the neighboring community. Countless amounts of
research have shown the negative health effects that proximity to mobile source pollution can have on
citizens, especially children. Children who grow up near congested roadways are at higher risk of
developing asthma and other negative health effects. While pregnant mothers are more likely to go into
premature labor and give birth to low weight babies, when they are exposed to unhealthy air over the course
of their pregnancy. You have a responsibility to your public citizens to protect them from the negative
effects of projects that are set before you. Expanding the roadway is an extremely expensive and harmful
temporary solution. The money that will be wasted on this project would be better invested in projects that
will expand public transportation and make active transportation a more viable option for commute. 

I thank you in advance for voting against Item 12.1, and look forward to future plans for Whittier that will
align with SCAG, CARB, and AQMD guidelines to create a safer and more accessible town.

Sincerely,

Natalie Gonzalez

Resident of Whittier for 25 years
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