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In a city where one becomes so vested in their community there is a Youth Softball league by the name
of Whittier Girls Softball league that claims to be nonprofit, in my time as a coach within this league |
have seen a few Managers/coaches and team moms get removed or suspended from a game, from a
season, or banned altogether. The question at the end of all of this is, why? What constitutes for a
Volunteer to be reprimanded? Why anytime someone starts inquiring about financials do they get
kicked out of the league or made to feel unwelcome, why when someone goes to the commissioner
does the board get bent out of shape, what is going n behinds the scenes that they are so secretive
about?

It is in my opinion that issues that take place between a parent and a coach, a parent and a board
member, parents amongst themselves etc. should not be the responsibility of the Manager. At the end
of the day every parent, coach, manager and player sign an understanding code of conduct form, if we
all sign code of conduct documents than the only ones that should be held responsible for their actions
are the persons who are engaging in misconduct. As a manager we are volunteers, we can talk to
parents and coaches, but we shouldn’t be held responsible for other’s actions especially if an incident
occurs during a game where are focus is the game and players and not what is happening in the stands.

There is so many rules set forth by the E-board that is commissioned by USA softball but is not enforced
when it comes to themselves, how many players you may freeze during a season suddenly changes
when a board member is a coach or manager, and when questioned they get upset and reprimand the
person posing the question. A friend of the president of the board urinated in the church that held their
Father Daughter event in Spring of 2022, and it wasn’t until the President decision to not reprimand him
was challenged that they ultimately did hand down a punishment. But here | sit on the sidelines for a
whole season because my team mom and a coach had words amongst each other and we dealt with it in
the moment, the board found out by me a couple weeks later and | get reprimanded. We are told to
handle our parents and coaches and that is what | did. When | asked for a hearing, | was only given 5
minutes to speak. There is no due process and they do not ask to speak to any witnesses, they only go
based off their assumptions of what may have happened and go with what fits their narrative. They buy
into what a coach that doesn’t like me has to say about me, which is all lies, between the league and this
so-called coach they are okay with defaming my character and dragging my name in the mud. They
don’t question what is being said, they take it as if it written in stone and run with it. When | question
the antics, they only try to find other ways to punish me by suspending parents from my team during
our play-offs.

In a previous season | was questioned about my pitchers, questioned if her style of pitching was legal,
opposing coach made comments about her in front of her and she was brought to tears, | brought that
up and no action was taken. They claim to be all about the growth of the girls, but board members at
WGSL are in it to win it, for themselves.

| emailed the USA softball commissioner for assistance, and he said they needed proof of what | was
saying, proof was provided, and he was in communication with me for weeks. One day it stopped and
next thing you know he was judging team costumes at our Trunk or Treat event.

My initial suspension for an incident that occurred between a coach and my team mom was through the
Fall 2022 season, but because | reached out to the commissioner for further assistance, | was told that
my suspension had been extended through the Spring 2023 season. | asked to be sent documentation of
this and the letter specified that my suspension was extended “indefinitely”.
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My conclusion to why the Board dislikes me is because | question things, | don’t take thing sitting down
so when | was told that | was being suspended | requested a hearing and when that decision was made, |
requested an appeal. In the world of hearings there is a term we use; it is called due process. WGSL does
not practice this, they do not care to hear the defendant, they do not call witnesses, they do not
respond to emails that parents write in defense, or attend meetings requested by parents. The process
they use is that they are the Judge, Jury and executioners and their word is gold.

Others that have been basically told that if they didn’t like the way the league made decisions were told
to go elsewhere and were given their money back. It is a sad world when this is my hometown and | am
forced to take my child to another league because grown men don’t like to be questioned about how
league funds are spent, where sponsorship money goes, we’re supposed to have open books yet when
questioned the board gets up in arms.

It is sad that grown adults are so bothered by me that they go so far as to take it out on girls that have
played for my team, grown adults talk so negatively about the team that girls on my team have gotten
bullied by their peers at school and on the field. Been told things like, “eww your team sucks”, “we hate
the Bombsquad” why, because they have heard their parents or coaches make comments. When it
comes to my team, the board is all ears and will consider anything that fits their narrative, they want me
gone. They have gone so far as to try to coerce parents/coaches to write statements about me that will

give them the leverage to ban me completely... if that isn’t shameful, idk what is.

When | am supposed to be no one of importance to this team this season, and to the board ... | sure
found it funny how the Treasurer handed me the balance of our sponsorship check to a non-league
location just because he knew | would be there, when it came to scheduling field maintenance, | was the
person they reached out to, when issues arose on the field board inquired with me. As a matter of fact,
there was a situation where we had pizza delivered by a players family friend and my player was
threatened to be suspended (player was concerned about it as we still had a game left to play that day)
because the person had parked in a non-parking spot for 20 minutes. The board member called me out
by name and when | explained | didn’t know the name of the person who had been parked she then told
me, “This matter doesn’t pertain to you”, | called my husband over to speak to her (as he is the manager
of the team) and she lifted her hand to his face and continued to say to him, “Sir! Sir! | have nothing to
talk to you about.” | filed a complaint with the board and commissioner on 4/17/23 and have not
received a response to date.

| feel as though Adrian Napoles, and Mike Gonzalez are misogynist | have documented conversations
between myself and both on different occasions about different topics and they are demeaning and self-
righteous in their responses. (Attachments provided for review)

| decided to write this now as it has become more and more prevalent that they would do anything
within their power, even coercion to force me out. | always said | would leave on my own terms, at my
own time. | have many, many parents and players that have loved being a part of our team, not because
we were champions, not because of the name. But because we taught the girls to love the game, we
build character, we build skills, and the sisterhood of softball. Parents and coaches have built friendships
and bonds that go beyond the field. If | was such a horrible person and manager, | wouldn’t have
parents begging me not to leave, and players wanting to come back to our team. | may not have
coached on the field, but there was a lot of things | did to manage and support my team over the course
of the last 4 seasons, whether the league acknowledges that or not does not concern me.
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There are so many questions | have that have been left unanswered such as for what reasons would a
youth sports teams’ social media be private since it is for the community of Whittier, the people of the
city should be able to see what a wonderful league it is, and how much growth the youth have had. But
you have to ask yourself what the league is trying to protect itself of, perhaps from old members that
were banned from the league that have a strife with the league. What would make the president of the
league block me from their social media page for asking a question via direct message or block my teams
page from being able to share or view the leagues page. How could they block me and then in turn
accuse me of not being supportive of the league? | was suspended for incident that did not directly
involve me and because | questioned the reasons with the commissioner my suspension has now been
extended indefinitely because according to the board | am not supposed to question their decisions and
moreover | am not to speak of the suspension with other members of the league. Ultimately the league
wants to be in control of their members freedom of speech and opinion, they don’t want others to find
out how they make their decisions on who to suspend based on if they consider them a threat. The
questions is a threat to what exactly? The reality is, if the league were to run by USA softball rules there
would be no inherent risk of being held liable for any misconduct whatsoever. However, whenever a
member has an opinion that differs from the new rules the league tries to enforce members are
reprimanded or threatened to be banned, made to feel like outcasts and we must walk on eggshells to
be let back into the “club”.

So, to all considering coming to WGSL be wary of what you do and say because they will make it hard for
you to breathe the same air with them. | am tired of walking on eggshells for these bunch of adults, | will
continue to coach softball where | am celebrated not where | am made to feel not welcome.
Unfortunately, | cannot continue to support WGSL presidents’ pockets. | can no longer turn a blind eye
to the things they are allowed to do and use their power to control the league in their favor. Should |
care this much, should | be this passionate about youth Softball? You know the short answer is probably
no. But my daughter has learned so much, she loves the game, and we have loved every season of
coaching despite all the obstacles thrown our way. The league should be happy to have anyone that
loves to give as much as we do, but | don’t fit their narrative ... and so that you must ask yourself why?
What is it that they are trying to hide so badly that they hate that | went to USA softball?

Claudia Leyva
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