
Mayor of Whittier 
Members of Whittier City Council 
Concerned Citizens 

I am Joann Sarachman a 53+year resident of Bright Ave and daily walker in and 
around The Historic Neighborhood and Uptown Whittier. 
My neighbors of all ages are walkers, runners, bike riders, skateboarders , and 
dog walkers living in walking distance of the Greenleaf Corridor, the Post Office, 
restaurants, and the Habitat Authority  trails that are  affected by this plan for tree 
removal.  This Urban forest or tree canopy that is under consideration of being 
clear cut is loved by residents for its beauty and more importantly to so many of 
us for the contribution they make to our health and well being.  Healthy mature 
trees protect us from climate crisis and help to maintain a healthy environment 
for all life forms. 

Uptown Whittier has been developed extensively and is now a very dense 
residential/commercial neighborhood.  This means not only more homes but 
more vehicles for commuting to and from jobs held outside our city.  This results 
in increased air pollution from the auto emissions and complicated by our high 
temperatures and long hours of sunshine that promote the buildup of smog. 
These factors increase the risk for serious heart and lung disease. Whether 
consciously or not we rely on the tree canopy to help reduce the amount of air 
pollution created by our modern life style. 
My concern is that the removal of the wonderful canopy of trees along the section 
of Greenleaf Ave that passes through Uptown Whittier may lead to increased risk 
of serious health issues..Trees are an important and cost effective solution to 
reducing pollution and improving air quality and thereby quality of life. The shade 
created by our street welcomes visitors, shoppers, patrons of the many 
restaurants and walkers to the businesses along Greenleaf and therefore is good 
for all of the businesses in the area. 
I give credit to the 7 mature trees and multiple mature bushes on my property for 
keeping my house cool enough to rarely need to use air conditioning. 

Members of City Council, I ask you to consider the long term impact of the 
solutions you propose with regard to removal or replacement of  the existing of 
this canopy. Yes they are pretty, but more importantly they are essential to the 
health and quality of life of our residents.  

We need trees now and trees need us. 
Thank you 

Joann Sarachman (Sorry that I’m not able to attend in person) 
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