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February 20, 2024

Conny B. McCormack
6799 Worsham Dr.
Whittier, CA. 90602

Whittier City Council
13230 Penn St.
Whittier, CA. 90602

Dear City Council Members:

In the ten weeks since your controversial decision on Dec. 12 to “amend” the Greenleaf
Promenade Plan, public outrage has intensified. Residents are responding to your decision that
night to eliminate your previous phased-in tree replacement approach, in process for the past
five years, with a draconian decision to cut down all the mature canopy trees at once in a three-
block area on Greenleaf AV that constitutes the heart of Uptown. Several hundred Whittier
residents have written emails and letters to you - Their Government — expressing strong
opposition. Have you read their correspondence? Dozens more have spoken passionately
against your decision during the Public Comment period at every City Council meeting since
then. Several residents have offered excellent suggestions to deal effectively with protruding
tree roots, including an example of a city named the “world’s most innovative city” for their
approach (pictured at the end of this letter). Clearly other cities recognize the irreplaceable
value, unique beauty, historic significance, and cooling effects that a mature canopy of trees
provides.

In anticipation of tonight’s City Council Study Session, | would like to offer a few suggestions to
achieve a solutions-based, equitable compromise, and re-emphasize some key points from my
Feb. 5 letter to you regarding this Uptown “tree issue.”

Before tonight’s meeting, please take a few minutes to walk or drive from City Hall on Penn St,
turning onto Greenleaf Ave. up to Wardman St. Then picture in your minds the stark change
from traversing underneath that green canopy of mature trees from Penn to Wardman to what
would be a totally treeless next three blocks for more than a year, and afterwards planted with
small trees offering no shade for decades. To experience that same jarring, incongruous image,
drive on Painter Ave. from Whittier Blvd to Uptown. For many blocks you are underneath a
shady canopy of mature trees until right in front of Whittier College. That is where the City
chopped down the canopy of mature trees several years ago. Most of the replacement trees
there are dead, dying or struggling to survive. This is a glaring example of the City’s unwise and
inappropriate tree replacement “vision.” Apparently, it is your vision to extend the planned
chainsaw tree massacre beyond those three blocks on Greenleaf Ave. to also remove the
mature tree canopy from Penn St. to Wardman St. At your Feb 14, 2023 City Council meeting,
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one year ago, when Council member Cathy Warner asked City Manager Brian Saeki about
removing other mature trees in Uptown, he responded “inevitably this is what happens.”

The format of tonight’s “Study Session” allots only two minutes to speakers during the Public
Comment period. This format prohibits any dialogue or rebuttal during the staff’s presentation
or during your attempt to persuade residents that you know what is best for the City on this
issue. Any real “study session” should involve resident representatives, such as convening an
ad-hoc, short-term committee, to work collaboratively toward solving this crisis by returning to
a version of your previously-approved Gardens of Uptown Plan. That Plan called for phasing-in
tree removal and replacement, preserving the canopy while large-size replacement trees take
root and flourish (including immediately replacing any of the new trees that die).

Additionally, none of the documents or attachments to tonight’s Agenda include ANY
information on your estimated $20 million budget for the new Greenleaf Promenade Plan.
Residents are entitled to know how and why the previous Gardens of Uptown Plan, estimated
to cost $3.5 million, has now increased sixfold; it is our taxpayer’s money after all.

The staff’'s recommendation listed on tonight’s agenda is to “receive and file the report and
provide direction as necessary”. Ultimately, that direction must include rescinding your
adoption of the “amended” Greenleaf Promenade Plan on December 12, 2023. It must be
replaced with an amendment that restores the long-planned phased-in approach to tree
removal and replacement discussed collaboratively with a wide range of residents and
stakeholders from 2019 up until you chose to completely abandon that approach by voting to
guillotine all the trees at once in mid-December. With good will and a commitment to an
equitable compromise, Whittier will retain its reputation as a City of Trees with a unique
heritage. That ambience is what draws residents and visitors to enjoy shopping and dining in
Uptown. We the People are insisting on preserving it.

Sincerely,

Conny B. McCormack
City of Whittier resident for 27 years
Former L.A. Co. Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (Ret.)

cc: Brian Saeki, City Manager

Attachment: two photos
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sestion submitted by email from one of your constituents decrying your decision to chop
down Whittier’s historic, full-grown trees and offering a workable, eco-friendly alternative.
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