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San Gabriel Valley Task Force, Angeles Chapter of Sierra Club

To: Honorable City Council of Whittier
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Commission of Whittier
13230 Penn St.
Whittier CA, 90602

From: San Gabriel Valley Task Force
Angeles Chapter of Sierra Club

Date: Feb. 20, 2024

RE: Plan to Remove 108 Trees From Greenleaf Ave.

| am contacting you as the Chair of the San Gabriel Valley Task Force of the Angeles Chapter of
Sierra Club. The San Gabriel Valley Task Force, Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club was estab-
lished in 1999 to seek ways to create a more livable environment for Southern California resi-
dents while preserving or improving natural habitat and ecosystems.

We recently became aware of and are greatly concerned about the proposed plans to simulta-
neously remove 108 trees from Greenleaf from Wardman to Hadley Streets. We strongly sup-
port looking at other alternatives to this original plan—alternatives that would preserve the
beautiful canopy of Ficus trees that characterizes the avenues of Whittier.

The trees currently provide a distinctive look to the city and loss of 108 mature trees and re-
placement with 118 immature but smaller plants would destroy that ambiance. The cooling
effect will be reduced that makes shopping much more enjoyable during the heat of the sum-
mer and, we suspect, increases economic benefits to shops located along the avenue.

Of particular interest to Sierra Club are the other benefits of trees—important enough that the
City of Los Angeles recently spent 10 months studying the impact of urban forests and develop-
ing a plan to bring those impacts to all areas of their City. Presence of trees have been found to
lower blood pressure, have calming effects on those exposed to trees, improvement of urban
climate by reduction of air pollution and temperature, and provision of habitat for urban wild-
life, particularly birds.

We also point to the irony of Whittier, as a nationally recognized Tree City, celebrating its Arbor
Day ceremony, a requirement of being a Tree City, in early March at Penn Park, while planning
to take out the beautiful canopy, with its health and climate benefits.
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We note the cancellation of the scheduled meeting Feb. 20th of the Parks, Recreation, and
Community Services Commission of Whittier and schedule of the next meeting into March of
this agency. We hope this signals a reconsideration of the original plan that has met with op-
position by community residents.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact us.

Respectively submitted,

Joan Licari, D.Env.

Chair, San Gabriel Valley Task Force
Angeles Chapter of Sierra Club
jlicari2013@gmail.com

Home: 626-330-4229

Cell: 626-533-2912
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