Council Meeting: 02/20/2024

RECEIVED ON: February 20, 2024 Agenda Item No:_10
From: WebMail - Admin
To: Brian Saeki; Kyle Cason
Cc: Rigo Garcia; WebMail - CCD
Subject: FW: Petition for speed bumps on Beverly Drive
Date: Monday, February 19, 2024 12:08:17 PM

From: Ana Lopez <amlopez211@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, February 17, 2024 8:09 AM

To: WebMail - Admin <Admin@cityofwhittier.org>
Subject: Petition for speed bumps on Beverly Drive

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments
unless you are sure the content is safe.]

City council and City Manager:

There is a petition being circulated in support of speed bumps on Beverly Drive. I do not support this effort. The
problem on Beverly Drive is not speed.

Beverly Drive is a heavily traveled street. It is narrow and accommodates two lanes of traffic and parking on both
sides of the street. Area residents use the street to conveniently access Beverly Boulevard, Workman Mill Road, and
freeways during their commute to and from work and school, shopping trips, and other activities. The speed limit is
30 miles an hour.

The street also enjoys heavy pedestrian traffic—daily dog walkers, joggers, a walking club that includes 20 to 30
walkers at a time, strollers, and week-end bicyclists. There are no sidewalks.

It shouldn’t be hard to imagine the problem. There are too many people competing for the roadway at the same time.
A problem that will not be solved with speed bumps.

I am a daily commuter, dog walker, and occasional bicyclist. While driving, I slow to a crawl at times because of
pedestrian traffic. Dog walkers routinely stop to catch up with neighbors at the curb while their leashed dogs wander
close to the flow of traffic. The walking club, which I have joined at the tail end, take half the road and occasionally
cross in the path of a moving vehicle. And, all pedestrians are forced onto the middle of the road to get around
parked cars, or must wait between cars to avoid oncoming traffic.

Still, we all love using Beverly Drive. It provides easy access to side streets and main highways, it is convenient and
atmospheric, and it gives us an opportunity to see and catch up with neighbors.

Speed bumps will not mitigate the problem caused by the competing uses. Cars don’t travel over the posted speed limit,
race, or engage in exhibitions of speed. Whittier P.D. also does occasional traffic enforcement at a couple of the posted
stop signs. The only street takeovers are by the walking club.

Perhaps the traffic division can review the area to determine if a few more strategically placed stop signs or painted road
lanes might help. Reducing the speed limit won’t necessarily impede the flow of traffic and is another thought.

Apart from that, maybe a community service announcement reminding all users to be vigilant, courteous, and exercise
common sense—Beverly Drive is still a roadway for vehicle traffic. Despite their fleeting superficial appeal, speed
bumps will create safety problems for bicyclists and impede the flow of traffic.

Thank you for listening.

Ana Lopez

Local Resident, Motorist, Dog Walker, and Occasional Bicyclist Amlopez211@gmail.com

Sent from my iPad

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department
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