
Whittier City Manager 
Whittier Mayor  
Whittier City Council 

This is Joann Sarachman.  I’m a 53 year resident of the 6200 block of Bright Ave. 
‘ 
I’m writing in response to the public comments during the planning meeting last Tuesday. I’m 
completely sensitive to the plumbing issues experienced by so many small business owners in 
up town.  I had similar concerns in my residential area. 

My house is surrounded by apartment buildings. The apartment in the north side of my house is 
very close.  The owner was experiencing frequent plumbing issues which they blamed on a 
beautiful mature bush very close to the property line on my property.  

They requested that I remove this plant.  I did. 

The problem persisted and they requested that i remove a a tree I had planted in the front yard. 
I compiled and removed the tree. 

The problem persisted and they requested I remove a young shade producing tree jn my back 
yard. 

This time I consulted an arborist who suggested we save the tree by digging around the roots, 
cutting them, install a heavy barrier around the root system tao prevent them from meandering 
into the neighbors property.  This was done at considerable expense. 

The problem persisted.  Eventually their plumber visited me and told me that the problem has 
nothing to do with my trees.  It is caused by the age of the clay pipes that were used when this 
area was being developed and are now deteriorating and breaking down. He said that all the 
piping needs to be replaced.  Eventually the pipes were upgraded and i see much less of the 
plumber. 

FYI. 
Thankyou. 

Joann Sarachman 
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