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Mayor and City Council,

My name is Alex Rocha, resident of District 1.

Aaron Bushnell burned himself alive to make you turn your eyes to Gaza. I watched the
uncensored video of US airman Aaron Bushnell self-immolating in front of the Israeli
embassy in Washington. I hesitated to watch it because I knew once I put it into my
mind, it’s there for the rest of my life. I figured I owe him that much. I feel like I’ve been
picked up and shaken, which I suppose was pretty much what Bushnell was going for.
Something to shake the world awake to the reality of what’s happening. Something to
snap us out of the brainwashed and distracted stupor of western dystopia and turn our
gaze to Gaza.

The sounds stay with you more than the sights. The sound of his gentle, youthful, voice
as he walked toward the embassy. The sound of the round metal container he stored the
accelerant in, getting louder as it rolls toward the camera. The sound of Bushnell saying
“Free Palestine,” then screaming it, then switching to wordless screams when the pain
became too overwhelming, then forcing out one more “Free Palestine” before losing
his words for good. The sound of the cop screaming at him to get down on the ground
over and over again. The sound of the first responder telling police to stop pointing
guns at Bushnell’s burning body and go get fire extinguishers. He remained standing for
an unbelievable amount of time while he was burning. I don’t know where he got the
strength to do it. He remained standing long after he’d stopped vocalizing. It was about
as horrific a death as a human being can experience. And it was designed to be.

Shortly before his final act in this world, Bushnell posted the following message on
Facebook. "Many of us like to ask ourselves, what would I do if I was alive during
slavery? Or the Jim Crow south. Or apartheid. What would I do if my country was
committing genocide? The answer is. You’re doing it. Right now."

Aaron Bushnell has provided his own answer to this challenge. We’re all providing our
own right now. I would never do what Bushnell did, and I would never recommend
anyone else does either. As I write this, there are, with absolute certainty, people
digging through Bushnell’s history, searching for dirt that can be spun as evidence that
he was a bad person, that he was mentally ill, that he was steered astray by pro-
Palestine activists and dissident media. That’s what they’re choosing to do at this point
in history. Whether you watch it or not, it happened. Just like the incineration of Gaza is
happening right now. We each own our personal response to that reality. This is who we
are.

That was an abridged version of a piece written by Australian writer Caitlin Johnstone. What
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is your personal response to this reality? Please agendize a resolution to call for a permanent
ceasefire in Gaza. 

-Alex Rocha, Resident of District 1
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