
May 13, 2024 

Whittier City Council 

Agenda Item 14A for Meeting 5/14/24. 

Re: Replacement trees for our Comstock neighborhood. 

Please refer to the attached letter that I sent to Brian Saeki on 3/13/24 (after we met with several staff 
members in the Council Chambers on 3/6/24) and the attached letter that was sent to Brian and Mayor Joe 
Vinatieri on 3/18/24. These letters are relevant to the matter. 

To again summarize the neighbor’s position on this subject: 

It was helpful that the staff met with us as we addressed our concerns and we got replacement tree feedback 
from the staff. But so far, the City has not lived up to their public promises to add trees and work with 
the neighbors, as carried in the Council motion.  

I have photos of the area where we want replacement trees and I sent them to Brian on 3/13/24. We are 
asking for new trees where the current trees are either dead, dwarf size or missing from past removals.  I 
can forward these photos to the Council, if needed. I attached a few photos of the 15 gallon trees that have 
been planted on Comstock, close to the removed tree. As you can see, the size of the trees are extremely 
small, have been poorly maintained and are either dwarf or dead. We don’t want this minimal size or 
poor maintenance treatment. We asked consultants for advice on the tree selection, planting and maintenance 
recommendations. We want these trees to be vibrant and to provide a replacement canopy soon.  

In the Council meeting of 11/14/23, the Council asked the staff to work with the homeowners in the 
neighborhood about the replacement tree selection and add trees to enhance the neighborhood. Staff only 
met with us once and has not satisfied our requests. The staff recommendations shown in the Agenda 
Report dated 5/14/24 are contrary to our request. 

Please proceed with the neighborhood requests as promised. Refer to our 3/13/24 letter for specific 
requests. 

Thank you. 

Anthony Santana 
Comstock Neighborhood Association 
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March 13, 2024  (Addendum1 ) 

Brian Saeki, Whittier City Manager 

Re: Replacement trees for our Comstock neighborhood. 

 

Thank you for the replacement trees staff gathering on March 6th. It was beneficial to all that we shared 
information. 

After discussion with my neighbors and our landscape consultants, we have come to the following 
conclusions. And as motioned in the Council Meeting of 11/14/23, we expect that this can be handled as an 
administrative decision, rather than as a future Council Meeting agenda item. 

 

We want the replacement trees to be: 

• First choice for the trees on Comstock (those on Broadway can be the 2nd or 3rd choices, as 
there is no consistent tree theme.): 

 
Podacarpus Gracilior. We want the street tree theme to be maintained. Male sex, so that 
there are no seeds/fruit. We strongly want this tree species. We see nothing currently wrong 
with this tree species. We rarely see limbs that fall during wind events. They provide a nice 
canopy. In 50 years, the new generation can deal with oversized trees as they want for their 
neighborhood. This generation wants consistent tree plantings. So, there should be no 
problem with sidewalk interference for about 50 more years. 

 
2nd choice is Camphor (Cinnamomum Camphora). 

 
3rd choice is Holly Oak (Quercus ilex). 

 
 

• We want the replacement tree at 6056 Comstock to be 36" box size, as promised by the City 
Council in the 11/24/23 Council Meeting decision motion. We want the remaining 11 
recommended replacement trees to be 24" box size, not 15 gallon size. I have seen many of 
the 15 gallon trees planted around town. That size is not satisfactory to our neighbors. Many 
of the 11 locations already have sidewalk block outs for larger tree plantings. If I am not 
mistaken, Kyle mentioned that sidewalk changes can be easily made at the tree wells, if the 
current size is not satisfactory.  

 
• We want the plantings to follow the Cornell University recommended Structural Soils in an 

Urban Environment planting guidelines as shown on the attached link:  
 

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/uhi/outreach/pdfs/custructuralsoilwebpdf.pdf 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Anthony Santana 
Comstock Neighborhood Association 

RECEIVED ON:
Council Meeting:_________________ 
Agenda Item No:_________________

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department

http://www.hort.cornell.edu/uhi/outreach/pdfs/custructuralsoilwebpdf.pdf


March 18, 2024 (Addendum 2) 

Whittier City Council    Re: Replacement trees for our Comstock neighborhood. 

We attended the Comstock replacement trees staff gathering on 3/6/24. It was beneficial to all. 

After discussion with my neighbors and our landscape consultants after this gathering, we came to 
some conclusions and forwarded those to Brian Saeki on 3/13/24.  We have yet to get an 
acceptance or response to the actions requested in that letter.  

And as motioned in the Council Meeting of 11/14/23, we expected that was to be handled as an 
administrative decision, rather than as a future Council Meeting agenda item. We still prefer that 
action. Brian indicated that, in our gathering, that action on this will be a future Council Agenda 
item, contrary to the motion carried at the 11/14/23 Council meeting. 

 

In regards to comments made at the Council Meeting on 11/14/23, we summarize these: 

* At 2:33:17, Kyle Cason commented that, in the past, they have replaced Podocarpus Gracilior with 
another tree that most of the neighbors dislike (i.e. Podocarpus Henkelii).  

* At 2:33:43 to 2:40:28, Councilmen Dutra asked if we can try to maintain consistency on the 
Comstock street tree theme. Also, Kyle, Wayne McBurney (City arborist) and Brian added 
commentary that the parkway at 6056 Comstock could accommodate a 36” box specimen tree. 

* At 2:43:50 to 2:51:07, The Council added a condition to the appeal denial Motion that the tree 
replacement action should include discussion with the neighbors & Mr. Santana and add trees on 
the street that help the situation and add beauty to the neighborhood. Brian asked that these further 
replacement actions be handled on the “staff side” to accelerate the tree removal, street and 
sidewalk repairs. Brian added that the neighbors unanimously have rejected the current replacement 
Podocarpus variety.   

I attached a copy of the 3/13/24 letter that was sent to Brain Saeki and Mayor Joe Vinatieri.  

It was helpful that the staff met with us as we addressed our concerns and we got replacement tree 
feedback from the staff. But so far, the City has not lived up to their public promises to add trees as 
mentioned in the Council motion. I have photos of the area where we want replacement trees and I 
sent them to Brian on 3/13/24. We are asking for new trees where the current trees are either dead, 
dwarf size or missing from past removals.  I can forward these photos to the Council, if needed. I 
attached a few photos of the 15 gallon trees that have been planted on Comstock, close to the 
removed tree. As you can see, the size of the trees are extremely small, have been poorly maintained 
and are either dwarf or dead. We don’t want this minimal size or poor maintenance treatment. We 
asked consultants for advice on the tree selection, planting and maintenance recommendations. We 
want these trees to be vibrant and to provide a replacement canopy soon.  

Please proceed with the neighborhood requests as promised. Refer to our 3/13/24 letter for specific 
requests. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Anthony Santana 
Comstock Neighborhood Association 
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