Council Meeting: 05/14/2024

RECEIVED ON: April 29, 2024 Agenda Item No:_10
Rigo,
Would you please enter the correspondence below into the public record on the
City of Whittier page?
It was sent to the Mayor and the City Council.
Thanks,
James
All,

Please see email below as it should give us all pause as to how we truly
want to run our elections.

Low voter turnout in any election is nothing to be proud of - regardless of
"money saved" or "quick" vote tabulation.

Additionally, looking at this as an ROI/"pencilling out" situation as many of
you do, does it not make sense to spread the money out over the most
voters? |.e. you're actually spending less per vote when you hold our
municipal elections concurrently with State and National elections.
Unless, some perceive there's more to be gained by having a low voter
turnout.

Clearly, this is your decision to make, but please consider the merits and
virtue of a robust. democratic electoral process over speed and 'savings'.

Respectfully yours,
James Becerra

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: J Becerra <jeb71155@aol.com>

To: letters.wdn@sgvn.com <letters.wdn@sgvn.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2024 at 08:52:17 AM PDT
Subject: re. whittier election

Editor,

The City might well have saved "hundreds of thousands of dollars" by purchases allowing it
to process the voting results quicker and in-house. But holding these off-cycle elections,
i.e. not in sync with National or State elections, is an unhealthy exercise of the democratic
process.. The low voter turnout, which is the reality of off-cycle elections, neither nourishes
nor sustains the democratic process. The precious gift of democracy is not sustained by
ceding to expediency and budget. It is nourished and sustained by participation of an
energized electorate.

Doing things 3 weeks "quicker" than the County and the $114,000 'saved' by not using the
County system might be well and good. But what if we took those 3 extra weeks and
$114,000 and invested them in establishing the most robust election system and
democratic process possible? Which is to say, let us hold our local elections to align with

National and State elections. That seems like time and money well spent.
J.E. Becerra
Whittier

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department
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