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Mayor and City Council members,

Once again,  we would like to express our opposition to the destruction of
the ficus trees on Greenleaf,  for all the reasons already listed by so many
experts, citizens of Whittier, and beyond.   I cannot even imagine how hot
and desolate the uptown area would be without the cool shady canopy that
these mature beauties have provided for so long.   It’s extremely difficult to
fathom that the decision on whether to kill all of the trees, that have
benefitted the city for so long and continue to do so,  can lie with just 4 or 5
people, when thousands of your constituents have signed a petition
opposing it.   These trees belong to all of us residents of Whittier who pay
taxes.  It is not just for the City Council to make this decision without
considering the needs, desires, and requests of so many people.   The trees
of Greenleaf are the living heart of uptown Whittier.  

If these trees are destroyed, my husband and I will not be patronizing the
businesses in the uptown area.   It would be too depressing, and even
physically nauseating, to see them gone.   There appear to be many more
people who have voiced opposition to the destruction of the trees than for it.
I truly believe removing the trees will NOT draw customers to the area.  On
the contrary, I believe businesses would decline, even with all of your
proposed cement improvements, umbrellas and small box trees.  

One needs only to look up at this towering, bright green canopy to know
they are healthy, and to feel the cooling and oxygen-filled benefits that they
are giving off.   It only takes common sense to know that destroying healthy
trees is a very bad thing to do in this current global environment of extreme
weather and climate change.  It seems like a crime against nature.  Due to
extreme heat and air & ground pollution, the majority of newly planted trees
are not growing as quickly and as healthy as they have in the past and this
is happening in many places.  It is plainly obvious locally, on Painter in front
of the college, where the beautiful trees were replaced with small, sickly-
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looking trees that do not appear to have grown much at all, and provide
absolutely no shade.   According to an article in October, 2019 by a scientist
at the Yale School of the Environment, we need to leave older and middle-
aged trees intact because of their superior carbon-sequestration abilities.  
New trees will take decades to do this,  if they grow at all.   Even the young
people can’t afford to wait that long.  I can’t even believe we are having this
conversation because of a “beautification” plan that changed into cutting
down all our trees.  How can destroying nature in an area possibly improve
it??   A good plan would be to find a way to incorporate improvements and
tree preservation.  I can’t accept that this is an impossible solution.  

I am hoping and praying that you will find a way to revise the plan to
preserve the majority of the trees that are not causing the problems that
have been cited.   Surely not ALL of them are a problem.  It can't be that
difficult to repair sidewalks and hire a maintenance crew to sweep and
steam clean them occasionally.  Perhaps the money not spent on chopping
down our trees can be used to help business owners to repair any plumbing
problems that are specifically caused by some of the roots of certain trees.  
Please keep GREENLEAF Avenue green!!

Marilyn & Leonard Avila
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