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Dear City Council and Friends,

I've attended many meetings over the several past months at City Hall about the
Uptown Promenade Plan that was revised and approved by the City Council in
December 2023. I’ve heard what local residents have had to say about the
revised/current Plan, as well as those who have businesses in Uptown. What is clear
is that every person that has spoken up during Public Comments, or written an
email, loves Whittier and is deeply committed and passionate about their
community. 

After much listening, I continue to support a “phase-in” Plan that will SAVE OUR
TREES and SAVE OUR CANOPY. You need to reconsider your vote on June
18th and Change the Plan you approved 3-1. We need to Save Our Trees--not just
for the shade (which considering global warming is irresponsible not to consider),
or for what our trees do to clean our air (which many people have addressed in
Public Comments), but also because of the way they make us FEEL. Over and over
during Public Comments at City Council meetings, people have described what they
FEEL when standing beneath our leafy Uptown Ficus canopy or seeing them lined
up along Greenleaf Avenue. They all describe an overwhelming feeling of awe and
wonder that no concrete improvement could, or will, ever equal. Our trees beautify
our community, and they are a balm to our collective soul. And they belong to the
people.

When conservationist John Muir learned Hetch Hetchy Valley, Yosemite’s fairer
twin, was planned to be submerged under 200 feet of water as a dam, he pleaded to
save this natural wonder for future generations…stating, 

Dam Hetch Hetchy! As well dam for water-tanks the people’s cathedrals and
churches, for no holier temple has ever been consecrated by the heart of
man… Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray
in, where Nature may heal and cheer and give strength to body and soul
alike. This natural beauty-hunger is made manifest in the little window-sill
gardens of the poor, though perhaps only a geranium slip in a broken cup, as
well as in the carefully tended rose and lily gardens of the rich, the thousands
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Dear City Council and Friends, 
  
I've attended many meetings over the several past months at City Hall about the 


Uptown Promenade Plan that was revised and approved by the City Council in 


December 2023. I’ve heard what local residents have had to say about the 


revised/current Plan, as well as those who have businesses in Uptown. What is clear is 


that every person that has spoken up during Public Comments, or written an email, 


loves Whittier and is deeply committed and passionate about their community.  
  
After much listening, I continue to support a “phase-in” Plan that will SAVE OUR 


TREES and SAVE OUR CANOPY. You need to reconsider your vote on June 18th 


and Change the Plan you approved 3-1. We need to Save Our Trees--not just for the 


shade (which considering global warming is irresponsible not to consider), or for what 


our trees do to clean our air (which many people have addressed in Public 


Comments), but also because of the way they make us FEEL. Over and over during 


Public Comments at City Council meetings, people have described what they FEEL 


when standing beneath our leafy Uptown Ficus canopy or seeing them lined up along 


Greenleaf Avenue. They all describe an overwhelming feeling of awe and wonder that 


no concrete improvement could, or will, ever equal. Our trees beautify our 


community, and they are a balm to our collective soul. And they belong to the people. 
  
When conservationist John Muir learned Hetch Hetchy Valley, Yosemite’s fairer 


twin, was planned to be submerged under 200 feet of water as a dam, he pleaded to 


save this natural wonder for future generations…stating,  
  


Dam Hetch Hetchy! As well dam for water-tanks the people’s cathedrals and 


churches, for no holier temple has ever been consecrated by the heart of man… 


Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where 


Nature may heal and cheer and give strength to body and soul alike. This 


natural beauty-hunger is made manifest in the little window-sill gardens of the 


poor, though perhaps only a geranium slip in a broken cup, as well as in the 


carefully tended rose and lily gardens of the rich, the thousands of spacious city 


parks and botanical gardens, and in our magnificent National parks—the 


Yellowstone, Yosemite, Sequoia, etc.—Nature’s sublime wonderlands, the 


admiration and joy of the world. 


(https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5720#:~:text=the%20Almighty%20Dollar.-


,Dam%20Hetch%20Hetchy!,–257%2C%20260–262.) 
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I believe that John Greenleaf, for whom our street is named, and the street on which 


our Ficus trees grow, would agree with John Muir. And yet, Muir’s plea fell on deaf 


ears—much like what happened during the June 18th City Council meeting--and Hetch 


Hetchy was submerged under 200 feet of water. Its destruction broke John Muir’s 


heart (and the hearts of all the people who supported protecting this natural wonder). 


This short-sighted action by a few to create the dam robbed us all of Hetch Hetchy’s 


wonder, beauty, and healing potential. The loss of our Uptown Ficus trees, while not 


on the same scale as Hetch Hetchy, are just as important to the welfare of Whittier and 


if destroyed, will be a deep wound and scar left on our community for generations to 


come.  


 


Please reconsider and DO NOT move forward with an ill-conceived Plan that was not 


approved by the people that will see all our Uptown Ficus trees and the Uptown 


canopy destroyed. If you can’t save our Uptown Ficus trees with the current Plan—


then please have the courage to Change the Plan to accommodate them.  Not doing so 


will rob the people of Whittier of their legacy Trees and their awe-inspiring beauty, 


shade, and healing power, forever.  
 


Best,  


  
Patti McCarthy 
Whittier Resident 


 


PS: After the recent heat wave, and faced with ongoing global warming, can you 


honestly believe that people will visit Uptown businesses when all the trees are cut 


down and it reads over 145 degrees on the pavers in that concrete desert?  You can’t 


walk a dog. You can’t take out the kids, you can’t do anything, but swelter in such 


heat. Please reconsider your recent vote and Change the Plan. 
 







of spacious city parks and botanical gardens, and in our magnificent National
parks—the Yellowstone, Yosemite, Sequoia, etc.—Nature’s sublime
wonderlands, the admiration and joy of the world.
(https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5720#:~:text=the%20Almighty%20Dollar.-
,Dam%20Hetch%20Hetchy!,–257%2C%20260–262.)

I believe that John Greenleaf, for whom our street is named, and the street on which
our Ficus trees grow, would agree with John Muir. And yet, Muir’s plea fell on deaf
ears—much like what happened during the June 18th City Council meeting--and
Hetch Hetchy was submerged under 200 feet of water. Its destruction broke John
Muir’s heart (and the hearts of all the people who supported protecting this natural
wonder). This short-sighted action by a few to create the dam robbed us all of Hetch
Hetchy’s wonder, beauty, and healing potential. The loss of our Uptown Ficus trees,
while not on the same scale as Hetch Hetchy, are just as important to the welfare of
Whittier and if destroyed, will be a deep wound and scar left on our community for
generations to come. 

Please reconsider and DO NOT move forward with an ill-conceived Plan that was
not approved by the people that will see all our Uptown Ficus trees and the Uptown
canopy destroyed. If you can’t save our Uptown Ficus trees with the current Plan—
then please have the courage to Change the Plan to accommodate them.  Not doing
so will rob the people of Whittier of their legacy Trees and their awe-inspiring
beauty, shade, and healing power, forever. 

Best, 

Patti McCarthy
Whittier Resident

PS: After the recent heat wave, and faced with ongoing global warming, can you
honestly believe that people will visit Uptown businesses when all the trees are cut
down and it reads over 145 degrees on the pavers in that concrete desert?  You can’t
walk a dog. You can’t take out the kids, you can’t do anything, but swelter in such
heat. Please reconsider your recent vote and Change the Plan.
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