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RESOLUTION NO. PC 2022-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF
THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING
THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT AN ORDINANCE TO
APPROVE GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. GPA22-
0002 AND ZONING CODE AMENDMENT NO. ZCA22-0001
TO THEREBY AMEND THE WHITTIER GENERAL PLAN
AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN ANTICIPATION OF
ANNEXATION OF VARIOUS PARCELS IN WHAT IS
GENERALLY KNOWN AS THE WEST WHITTIER-LOS
NIETOS COMMUNITY AND FINDING SUCH ACTION TO BE
CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT UNDER CEQA GUIDELINES
SECTIONS 15061 AND 15319 (ANNEXATIONS OF
EXISTING FACILITIES AND LOTS FOR EXEMPT
FACILITI ES)

RECITALS

A. The Whittier City Council adopted Resolution 2021-67 to request that the Los
Angeles County Local Agency Formation Commission initiate proceedings for the
annexation of approximately 58-acres of inhabited territory from unincorporated
Los Angeles County (the “County”) into the City of Whittier, which territory includes
Whittier Boulevard, a state highway;

B. The annexation would facilitate the City of Whittier eventually accepting a transfer
of ownership of Whittier Boulevard from Esperanza Avenue to Valley Home
Avenue through the legislative relinquishment process with the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans);

C. Whittier desires to ensure that upon the effective date of the annexation if any, that
the City’s General Plan land use map and the City’s Official Zoning Map indicate
which rules would apply to the annexed parcels;

D. Whittier intends to replace the County’s general plan land use designations and
zoning code requirements with the City of Whittier’s general plan and zoning
requirements which are substantially similar to the County’s requirements;

E. Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), the State CEQA
Guidelines, and the City of Whittier’s Local CEQA Guidelines, the adoptions of this
resolution is not subject to CEQA, because it is merely a recommendation of the
City Council. Furthermore, the proposed ordinance is not a ‘project” under State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 because it does not have the potential for
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. The general plan land
use designations and zoning categories will remain the same for all practical
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purposes. Even if adopting the ordinance were a “project”, it would be exempt
under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15061, subdivision (b)(3) because it can be
seen with certainty that there is no possibility the proposed general plan
amendment I rezoning may have a significant impact on the environment, and
because the Los Angeles County Local Agency Formation Commission will be
considering the effect of the annexation itself. Moreover, the pre-zoning ordinance
is categorically exempt from environmental review under State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15319 (Class 19) because it relates to an annexation to a city containing
existing private and public structures developed to the same density allowed by
the current Los Angeles County zoning code and because the annexation does
not include the extension of utility services beyond the capacity serve the existing
facilities. Moreover, none of the exceptions to the exemptions found in State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply; and,

F. On June 6, 2022, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public
hearing and recommended approval to the City Council of General Plan
Amendment No. GPA22-0002 and Zone Change No. ZCA22-0001.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, DOES RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are a substantial
part of this resolution.

SECTION 2. Recommendation. The Planning Commission recommends that the
City Council adopt the ordinance attached hereto as Exhibit A.

SECTION 3. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or
portion of this resolution is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of this resolution. The City Council hereby declares that it would
have adopted this resolution and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. Certification. The Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this
Resolution.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 6th day of June, 2022, bythe following vote:

AYES: 5 Commissioners: Y. Connolly, L. Cornejo, W. Murray, T. Borzi,
R. Quirk

NOES: 0

ABSENT: 0

ABSTAIN: 0
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ATTEST:

Pongeffi, Secretary for
Planning Commission
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EXHIBIT A

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE WHITTIER
GENERAL PLAN AND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP IN
ANTICIPATION OF ANNEXATION OF VARIOUS PARCELS
IN WHAT IS GENERALLY KNOWN AS THE WEST
WHITTIER-LOS NIETOS COMMUNITY

RECITALS

A. The Whittier City Council adopted Resolution 2021-67 to request that the Los
Angeles County Local Agency Formation Commission initiate proceedings for the
annexation of approximately 58-acres of inhabited territory from unincorporated
Los Angeles County (the “County”) into the City of Whittier, which territory includes
Whittier Boulevard, a state highway.

B. The annexation would facilitate the City of Whittier eventually accepting a transfer
of ownership of Whittier Boulevard from Esperanza Avenue to Valley Home
Avenue through the legislative relinquishment process with the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans).

C. Whittier desires to ensure that upon the effective date of the annexation, if any,
that the City’s General Plan land use map and the City’s Official Zoning Map
indicate which rules would apply to the annexed parcels.

D. Whittier intends to replace the County’s general plan land use designations and
zoning code requirements with the City of Whittier’s general plan and zoning
requirements which are substantially similar the County’s requirements;

E. Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), the State CEQA
Guidelines, and the City of Whittier’s Local CEQA Guidelines, the proposed action
is not a “project” under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 because it does not
have the potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the
environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the
environment. Even if it were a “project” it is exempt under State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15061, subdivision (b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there
is no possibility the proposed action may have a significant impact on the
environment as a result of the annexation boundary change. Moreover, it is
categorically exempt from environmental review under State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15319 (Class 19) because it is an annexation to a city containing existing
private and public structures developed to the same density allowed by the current
Los Angeles County zoning code and because the annexation does not include
the extension of utility services beyond the capacity serve the existing facilities.
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Moreover, none of the exceptions to the exemptions found in State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Land Use Map. The General Plan for the City of Whittier is hereby
amended as shown in Exhibit A to this ordinance.

SECTION 2. Zoning Map. The City of Whittier Official Zoning Map established by
Whittier Municipal Code section 18.08.020 is hereby amended as shown in Exhibit B to
this ordinance.

SECTION 3. Repeal. Any provision of the Whittier General Plan or Whittier
Municipal Code or their appendices inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, to
the extent of such inconsistencies and no further, are repealed or modified to that extent
necessary to effect the purposes of this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or
portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the
decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would
have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or mote sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 5. Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption
hereof and shall cause this ordinance to published as required by law.

SECTION 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its
adoption. However, the changes to the Whittier General Plan Land Use Map and the
Whittier Official Zoning Map shall become effective upon the effective date of the
annexation, if any.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _th day of 2022 by the following
roll call vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

JOSEPH A. VINATIERI, Mayor
ATTEST:

RIGOBERTO GARCIA JR., City Clerk
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:

RICHARD D. JONES, City Attorney
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WHITTIER OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
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From: WebMail - ComDev
To: Luis Escobedo
Cc: Ben Pongetti
Subject: FW: Proposed Annexation - GPA22-0002/ZCA22-0001
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 12:17:06 PM

Good Afternoon Luis,

Please see the following public comments received regarding the proposed
annexation.

Thank you.

Leslie M. Martins | Office Supervisor
Community Development Department | 13230 Penn Street | Whittier, CA 90602
(562) 567-9320 |  Email: lmartins@cityofwhittier.org
Go Green! Please consider the environment before printing this email.

This email and any information and/or files transmitted /attached with it may contain confidential
information that is exempt from disclosure under applicable law, and is intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. No right to confidentiality is waived by this email
transmission. If you are not the intended recipient, or responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, dissemination, distribution, or use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
email in error, please destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving
them in any manner. Thank you.

From: Marie Cobian 
Sent: Sunday, May 29, 2022 10:59 AM
To: WebMail - ComDev <ComDev@cityofwhittier.org> 
Subject: Proposed Annexation - GPA22-0002/ZCA22-0001

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Hello,

I am unable to attend the public hearing on June 6th, 2022. 
I'd like to submit the following comments regarding the proposed annexation and accompanying
land use and zoning. If the annexation is approved, I request that the land use/zoning and residential
density of Loch Avon Drive between Norwalk Blvd and Glengarry remain for single-family. Please do
not upzone our neighborhood. State laws already allow for ADUs and junior ADUs to
accommodate additional units on single-family parcels. Therefore, no upzoning is necessary.
Additionally, please make the proposed land use designations and zoning available online. Many
cities utilize online webmaps that provide residents access to parcel level information through
searchable maps. Also, we would like to maintain the current character of our street. Many
homeowners on this street do not support the installation of sidewalks. Lastly, we would like an

ATTACHMENT H

mailto:ComDev@cityofwhittier.org
mailto:lescobedo@cityofwhittier.org
mailto:bpongetti@cityofwhittier.org
mailto:lmartins@cityofwhittier.org


additional speed bump to control the speed of cut-through traffic. The county installed two speed 
bumps that are very far apart and cars continue to speed between the two. An additional 
intermediate bump is needed near Glencannon.

Please add me to the interested parties list for this project.

Thank you.

Marie Cobian


