Agenda Report

City Council

August 13, 2024
To: Brian Saeki, City Manager

From: Kyle Cason, Director of Public Works
Ben Pongetti, Director of Community Development

Subject: West-Whittier — Los Nietos Annexation (City of Whittier Annexation No. 2021-
09) - Supplemental Joint Resolution Notice

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt Resolution No. 2024-50, memorializing the agreed-upon transfer 750 housing
units of the County’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocation to the City as a
part of Annexation No. 2021-09.

BACKGROUND

On October 8, 2019, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill No. 1810, which included
an amendment to Section 372 of the Streets and Highways Code authorizing the
California Transportation Commission to enter into relinquishment negotiations with the
City of Whittier to formally transfer State Route 72 (Whittier Boulevard) to the City. The
relinquishment negotiations regard an approximately 6.8-mile portion of Whittier
Boulevard bounded by Esperanza Avenue to the west and Valley Home Avenue to the
east. Within the westerly 1.5 miles of the corridor from Esperanza Avenue at the west to
Sorensen Avenue at the east (see parcels to be incorporated map- Figure No. 1 below),
Whittier Boulevard delineates a shared jurisdictional boundary with the City and pockets
of unincorporated County of Los Angeles. Because of this, Caltrans requires the City to
first annex these unincorporated areas along Whittier Blvd before executing any of the
Relinquishment Agreement of the entire corridor to the City.
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Figure No. 1. — Parcels to Be Incorporated

On September 28, 2021, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2021-67, a
Resolution of Application Requesting the Local Agency Formation Commission for the
County of Los Angeles (LAFCO) to Initiate Proceedings for Change of Organization of
Territory. The adoption of Resolution No. 2021-67 (Attachment A) was the first step in a
multi-step process pursuant to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government
Reorganization Act of 2000 (California Government Code § 56000 et seq.). However,
the adoption of Resolution No. 2021-67 does not guarantee or require any party to enter
into or complete relinquishment of Whittier Boulevard or annexation of the
approximately 58-acres of unincorporated land of the County, commonly known as
West Whittier.

On December 13, 2021, the City of Whittier submitted an application to LAFCO to
annex the properties at the west end of the City located proximally along the westerly
1.5 miles of Whittier Boulevard from Esperanza Avenue at the west to Sorensen
Avenue at the east (Figure No. 1 above). On January 3, 2022, the City received a
Notice of Incomplete filing that listed items to be addressed, including the preparation of
a "Pre-Zoning Ordinance."

On June 6, 2022, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing
and recommended that the City Council adopt an ordinance (Attachment B) to approve
General Plan Amendment No. GPA22-0002 and Zoning Code Amendment No. ZCA22-
0001 in the event of the annexation of various parcels in what is generally known as the
West Whittier.
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On July 12, 2022, the City Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing and adopted
Ordinance No. 3139 (Attachment A) to approve General Plan Amendment No. GPA22-
0002 and Zoning Code Amendment No. ZCA22-0001 in the event of the annexation of
various parcels in what is generally known as West Whittier. The “pre-zoning”
Ordinance will only take effect if LAFCO and the City Council mutually approve the
annexation, through the duly-noticed public meeting process as required by the
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Government
Code Section 56000 et seq.).

On June 25, 2024, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2024-38, a joint Tax
Transfer Resolution between various Los Angeles County agencies and the City of
Whittier, approving and accepting the negotiated exchange of property tax revenue
resulting from the West-Whittier — Los Nietos Annexation territory from the County to the
City for the fiscal year after completion of the annexation.

DISCUSSION

Los Angeles County made the City aware that the proper legal terms for the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) transfer of 750 housing units from the County to
the City were not properly outlined by the County in Resolution No. 2024-38. With the
approval of the attached Supplemental Resolution, the negotiated and agreed-upon
terms of the RHNA transfer will be included in the Tax Transfer Resolution prior to
approval by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no additional Fiscal Impact with the approval of this Supplemental Resolution.

STRATEGIC PLANNING GOAL

e Transparent & Open Government

ATTACHMENTS

A. Supplemental Resolution No. 2024-50
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ATTACHMENT A

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-50

SUPPLEMENTAL JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS,
AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, AND
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER,

RELATED TO ANNEXATION 2021-09

WHEREAS, the City of Whittier (City) initiated proceedings with the
Local Agency Formation Commission for Los Angeles County (LAFCO) for the
annexation of territory identified as Annexation 2021-09 to the City; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 99 of the California Revenue and Taxation
Code, for specified jurisdictional changes, the governing bodies of affected agencies
shall negotiate and determine the amount of property tax revenue to be exchanged
between the affected agencies; and

WHEREAS, the territory proposed for annexation in Annexation 2021-09 consists
of approximately 58+ acres of inhabited unincorporated territory generally located in Los
Angeles County (County) adjacent to the City (annexation area); and

WHEREAS, this resolution is intended to supplement a joint resolution entitled
"JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AS THE GOVERNING
BODY OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND THE LOS ANGELES
COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE GREATER LOS ANGELES
COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT, THE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT
NO. 18 OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, AND THE WATER REPLENISHMENT
DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE
NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX REVENUE RESULTING FROM THE
ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY KNOWN AS ANNEXATION 2021-09 TO THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, DETACHMENT FROM COUNTY ROAD DISTRICT NO. 1, COUNTY ROAD
DISTRICT NO. 4, AND WITHDRAWAL FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
LIBRARY PURSUANT TO ANNEXATION 2021-09" (Joint Resolution) that addresses
the exchange of property taxes and other matters between the taxing entities affected
by Annexation 2021-09;

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles, as
governing body of the County, and the City Council of the City of Whittier ("City"), seek
to supplement the Joint Resolution to memorialize the agreed-upon transfer to the City
of the County's Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocation for the area proposed
to be annexed to the City pursuant to as Annexation 2021-09, as set forth below.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:
1. Responsibility for 750 housing units of the County's Regional Housing
Needs Assessment ("RHNA") allocation for the annexation area shall be transferred

from the County to the City, of which 247 are to be categorized as "Very Low Income"
and 503 are to be "Above Moderate Income."
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2. This transfer of the County's RHNA allocation is contingent upon full and
final completion of annexation proceedings for Annexation 2021-09.
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this day of
, 2024 by the following vote:

AYES: ABSENT:
NOES: ABSTAIN:

Mayor

City of Whittier, California
ATTEST:
City Clerk
City of Whittier

e T e T T T T

/
(Signed in Counterpart)
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The foregoing resolution was on the day of
2024, adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles and ex OffICIO
the governing body of all other special assessment and taxing districts, agencies and
authorities for which said Board so acts.

EDWARD YEN, Executive Officer
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Los Angeles

By

Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DAWYN R. HARRISON
County Counsel

By

Deputy

B e e T

/
(Signed in Counterpart)
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