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*B10. Significance (continued):   
 
As Whittier's population steadily grew to 14,822 by 1930, so did the diversity of goods and services provided within Whittier along with 
the rise of substantial new public and private buildings like the Murphy Memorial Hospital (1921), First National Bank (1923), and the 
Hoover Hotel (1930). Most of Whittier's new development during this period remained concentrated in the greater Uptown area, with 
residential development becoming increasingly dense around Whittier's commercial core. 
 
Like other communities, Whittier's growth slowed during the Great Depression (1929-1941), and the agriculture and oil industries 
declined after World War II. However, Whittier's growth accelerated as distribution and manufacturing became important industries in 
the community because of its proximity to Los Angeles, major road networks, and a large worker population. New construction also 
flourished during the past-World War II period.  
 
Between 1940 and 1960, Whittier's population more than doubled from 16,115 to 33,663 residents. Vast new tracts of residential homes 
and apartment buildings were developed in conjunction with commercial, industrial, medical, and institutional uses, which replaced the 
former agricultural land and oil fields that were once the backbone of Whittier's economy.  
 
By 1970, the City's population had climbed to 72,863. Several annexations of unincorporated areas into Whittier during the 1950s and 
1960s were partially responsible for this large population increase. Whittier was also experiencing the same kind of rapid growth that 
was occurring throughout Southern California after World War II. This growth was induced, in part, by an influx of returning soldiers, 
new families moving into California, and rising birth rates. Whittier was now a firmly established bedroom community with a well-
developed infrastructure and the ability to provide its residents with numerous goods and services. However, to maintain the aesthetic 
appeal and to entice additional growth and development, rehabilitation and redevelopment would play a major role in the future of the 
City as the 1970s dawned. 
 
Parnell Park History 
Beginning in the late nineteenth century, the park property had been developed for residential and agricultural uses as depicted on area 
topographic maps. A large orchard and residential and agricultural buildings are first depicted in aerials in 1928, and by 1949, Parnell 
Girls School had been added to the property. The school sold part of its acreage (6.4 acres) to the County of Los Angeles in 1962 in 
anticipation of a move to the Chino area in 1963. Additionally, the school and adjacent landowners together requested the City of 
Whittier to consider annexation and purchase of another approximately 12.6 acres of land for use as a park. (USGS 1896, 1899, 1902, 
1923, 1942, 1949, 1965; UCSB 1928, 1936; Daily News 1962)   
 
The 6.4 acres of land sold to the County was approved for park use and the County moved forward with design plans for approximately 
$133,000 with construction beginning in the next fiscal year, presumably summer 1963. Beginning in early 1963, news articles began 
discussing potential names for the park, and ultimately decided on Parnell Park in March 1963. At the same time, the City purchased 
the adjacent 12.6 acres for park use and area residents began petitioning the City to purchase the County-owned park. The City ultimately 
purchased the County-owned land in 1963 and it was annexed to the City in March 1964. (Whittier Star Review 1963; East Review 
1963a, 1963b, 1964)  
 
The County’s original plans for the park included a 1500-square-foot community building, hard court play area, play structure, picnic 
area, off-street parking, and landscaping. Those plans were carried forward with the inclusion of a restroom building, petting zoo, and 
pool remodeling (the pool was originally constructed by the school). Grading for the park started in July 1964 and was partially 
completed in the summer of 1965, allowing the use of some of the recreational areas. It was fully operational by August 1966. An 
opening ceremony was held August 20, 1966. Since then, the park has hosted many community events. (East Review 1963b, 1966; 
Whittier Star Review 1964a, 1964b, 1964c, 1965a, 1965b)  
 
The park underwent minimal change until circa 2006 when the pool was removed and replaced with the current community and senior 
center and enlarged storybook zoo. The original community building was demolished circa 2006. (Google Earth 2023) 
 
Park development is not identified as significant theme in the City’s historic resources element, and Parnell Park was developed after 
the area’s first park, Penn Park, which was developed as part of the Works Progress Administration project in 1939-1940. (Whittier 
2021; Whittier Public Library 2023)    

 
Architect 
Architect Raymond Walter Johnson designed the park. He self-reported personal and business information to the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) throughout the 1950s-1970s. According to AIA records, Johnson was born in Langdon, North Dakota, on January 6, 
1920. He graduated from the Pacific Coast University School of Engineering and University of Southern California School of 
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Architecture. From 1939 to 1941, he worked as a draftsperson for architect Leo F. Bachman. From 1945 to 1950, he was a draftsperson 
for Francis J. Heusel. He owned his own firm called Ray W. Johnson, AIA, Architect by 1950. Projects he identified as notable included 
Berry’s Flower Shop in Altadena (1951), Bath House Building for the Whittier City Parks Department (1953), Fluid Packed Pump Co 
in Los Nietos (year not identified), Vaupel's Men's Furnishings in Whittier (1954), Oilfields National Bank in Brea (1954), Ellenwood 
Homes in West Covina (1955), Harvey Machine Co (1952-1955), McDonnels Restaurants (1950-1952), Leffingwell Chemical 
Corporate Building (1968), Macrodyne Corporate Building (1969), Kyro Corporate Building (1969), S.C.M. Walton Printing Corporate 
Building (1970); and Pasadena Hydraulics, Inc. Building (1970). Johnson did not identify Parnell Park as a noteworthy project for his 
firm. His early commissions were a diverse array of commercial, bank, and residential projects, whereas his later commissions appear 
to have focused on commercial corporate buildings.  
He operated his business at 726 S. Painter in Whittier. (Whittier Star Review 1964b, 1965a; AIA 1956, 1962, 1970) 
 
Johnson is not identified in the Pacific Coast Architecture Database as a notable architect and additional targeted research failed to 
identify information to suggest Johnson could be considered a master architect (Pacific Coast Architecture Database 2023; Internet 
Archive 2023; Calisphere 2023; Newspapers.com 2023; CDNC 2023).  
 
California Register Evaluation 
 
Criterion 1 – Parnell Park was developed between 1964 and 1966 as part of a planning process that began in 1962. It was not developed as 
part of a master plan; was not one of the area’s first parks; does not have development features that influence park or landscape design; nor 
did it contribute to recreational development of the City, County, state, or nation in a singularly important way. Therefore, the park is 
ineligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1.  
 
Criterion 2 – Research failed to identify information regarding significant individuals associated with the park. Therefore, the property 
does not appear associated with persons significant in our past and is not eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 2.  
 
Criterion 3 – The park was constructed between 1964 and 1966, and updated throughout the 2000s. It generally lacks the features of a 
designed landscape and much of its built environment is less than 50 years of age. Further, research regarding the architect Raymond Walter 
Johnson failed to suggest that he would be considered a master architect, due to the lack of documented evidence. For these reasons, Parnell 
Park does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction, is not a work of a master, and does 
not display high artistic value. Therefore, Parnell Park is not eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 3. 
 
Criterion 4 – The built environment of Parnell Park is not likely to yield valuable information which will contribute to our understanding 
of human history because the property is not and never was the principal source of important information pertaining to subjects such as mid-
twentieth century park development; therefore, the park is not eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 4. 
 
In conclusion, Parnell Park is ineligible for listing in the California Register under Criteria 1, 2, 3, and 4 because it lacks significance within 
a historic context. Additionally, the resource was evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)–(3) of the CEQA Guidelines using 
the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and it is not a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA. 
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P5a. Photographs (continued): 
 

    
Figure 1 

Left: 1960 aerial view of the park property depicting agricultural operations and residential buildings (UCSB 1960). 
Right: 1976 aerial of the park depicting the original elements of the park (UCSB 1976). 
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Figure 2  

2007 aerial after alterations and depicting the current conditions. 
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P5a. Photographs (continued): 
 

 
Photograph 2. View northwest of park. 
 

 
Photograph 3. View northeast of current barbecue area and modern play structure.  
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P5a. Photographs (continued): 
 

 
Photograph 4. View northwest of original restroom building.  
 

 
Photograph 5. View southwest of original restroom building.  

 

1-----

L I 
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P5a. Photographs (continued): 
 

 
Photograph 6. View north of a defunct fountain and modern play structure areas.  
 

 
Photograph 7. View southwest of fountain and beyond is the picnic area. 
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Results 

 



 
 

Research & Collections  

 

e-mail: paleorecords@nhm.org 

 

 
May 7, 2023 

 

Michael Baker International 

Attn: James T. Daniels, Jr. 

 

re: Paleontological resources for the Parnell Park Renovation Project (195056) 

 

Dear James: 

 
I have conducted a thorough search of our paleontology collection records for the locality and specimen 

data for proposed development at the Parnell Park Renovation project area as outlined on the portion of 

the Whittier USGS topographic quadrangle map that you sent to me via e-mail on April 25, 2023. We do 

not have any fossil localities that lie directly within the proposed project area, but we do have fossil 

localities nearby from the same sedimentary deposits that occur in the proposed project area, either at the 

surface or at depth. 

 

The following table shows the closest known localities in the collection of the Natural History 

Museum of Los Angeles County (NHMLA). 

 
Locality 
Number Location Formation Taxa Depth 

LACM VP 3347 
11204 Bluefield; 
Whittier 

La Habra Formation 
(lacustrine silt with 
caliche and plant 
detritus) Horse (Equus) 2 feet bgs 

LACM VP 7702 

Intersection of 
26th St and 
Atlantic Blvd, 
Bell Gardens 

Unknown Formation 
(Pleistocene; silt) 

Fish (Gasterosteus); Snake 
(Colubridae), Rodents (Thomomys, 
Microtus, Reithrodontomys); Rabbit 
(Sylvilagus) 

30 feet 
bgs 

LACM IP 2690 

South of railroad 
tracks; crossing 
103 St., Watts 

Unknown formation 
(Pleistocene) 

Acorn barnacle (Megabalanus), 
scaphopod (Dentalium), (Stagnicola), 
pond snails (Callianax), moon snail 
(Euspira), turban snail (Megastrea), 
Venus clam (Tivela), piddock 
(Penitella), cardita (Cyclocardia), 
tellin (Tellina), lucine (Lucinisca, 
Epilucina), cerith (Lirobittium), sand 
dollar (Dendraster), cowry 
(Neobernaya), tower shell 
(Turritella),dwarf-venus (Nutricola) Unknown 

LACM VP 3266 
W Athens Blvd 
& Menlo Ave 

Unnamed formation 
(Pleistocene, Uncatalogued vertebrates 

15-18 feet 
bgs 

Natural History Museum 

of Los Angeles County 

900 Exposition Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 

tel 213-763.DINO 
www.nhm.org 

mailto:smcleod@nhm.org
mailto:smcleod@nhm.org
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