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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
 
CEQA requires that when a public agency completes an environmental document which includes measures to mitigate 
or avoid significant environmental effects, the public agency must adopt a reporting or monitoring plan. This 
requirement ensures that environmental impacts found to be significant will be mitigated. The reporting or monitoring 
plan must be designed to ensure compliance during project implementation (Public Resources Code Section 21081.6). 
 
In compliance with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, the attached Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
has been prepared for the proposed 22-008 Parnell Park Renovation and Improvements Project. This Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program is intended to provide verification that all mitigation measures identified in the Initial 
Study prepared for the project are monitored and reported. Monitoring will include 1) verification that each mitigation 
measure has been implemented; 2) recordation of the actions taken to implement each mitigation; and 3) retention of 
records in the project file. 
 
This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program delineates responsibilities for monitoring the project, but also allows 
the City to have discretion in determining how best to monitor implementation. Monitoring procedures will vary 
according to the type of mitigation measure. Adequate monitoring consists of demonstrating that monitoring procedures 
took place and that mitigation measures were implemented. 
 
Reporting consists of establishing a record that a mitigation measure is being implemented, and generally involves the 
following steps: 
 

• The City distributes reporting forms to the appropriate entities for verification of compliance. 
 

• Departments/agencies with reporting responsibilities will review the Initial Study, which provides general 
background information on the reasons for including specified mitigation measures. 

 
• Problems or exceptions to compliance will be addressed to the City, as appropriate. 

 
• Periodic meetings may be held during project implementation to report on compliance of mitigation measures. 

 
• Responsible parties provide the City with verification that monitoring has been conducted and ensure, as 

applicable, that mitigation measures have been implemented. Monitoring compliance may be documented 
through existing review and approval programs such as field inspection reports and plan review. 

 
• The City prepares a reporting form periodically during the construction phase and an annual report 

summarizing all project mitigation monitoring efforts. 
 

• Appropriate mitigation measures will be included in construction documents and/or conditions of 
permits/approvals. 

 
Minor changes to the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, if required, would be made in accordance with 
CEQA and would be permitted after further review and approval by the City. Such changes could include reassignment 
of monitoring and reporting responsibilities, plan redesign to make any appropriate improvements, and/or modification, 
substitution or deletion of mitigation measures subject to conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162. No 
change will be permitted unless the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program continues to satisfy the requirements 
of Public Resources Code Section 21081.6. 
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING CHECKLIST 
 

 

Mitigation 
Number Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
and 

Reporting 
Process 

Monitoring 
Milestones 

Party 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date Remarks 
AESTHETICS       

AES-1 All field lighting shall be turned off by 10:00 p.m. daily. 
In order to ensure that visitors are able to exit the field 
safely, a dimmer switch shall be installed to allow the 
lights to be reduce to 50 percent of the full light intensity 
for ten minutes, and further reduced to 30 percent for 
five minutes, until all lights are completely shut off by 
10:00 p.m. Further, field lighting shall only be turned on 
when there is a scheduled game; otherwise lights are 
to remain off. 

On-site 
inspection 

Project 
Operations 

Public Works 
Department 

   

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
BIO-1 If project-related ground-disturbing activities including 

removal of any trees, shrubs, or any other potential 
nesting habitat are scheduled within the avian nesting 
season (generally from January 1 through August 
31), a qualified biologist retained by the City of 
Whittier shall conduct a pre-construction clearance 
survey for nesting birds within three days prior to any 
ground disturbing activities. The qualified biologist 
shall survey all suitable nesting habitat within the 
project impact area, and areas within a biologically 
defensible buffer zone surrounding the project impact 
area. If no active bird nests are detected during the 
clearance survey, the negative results shall be 
documented with a brief letter report indicating that no 
impacts to active bird nests would occur before 
construction can proceed; no additional avoidance 
and minimization measures shall be required. If an 
active bird nest is discovered, the species shall be 

Completion of 
Pre-

Construction 
Clearance 
Survey for 

Nesting Birds 

No More Than 
Three (3) Days 
Prior to Initiation 

of Ground 
Disturbance and 

Vegetation 
Removal 
Activities 

Public Works 
Department; 

Qualified Biologist 
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Mitigation 
Number Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
and 

Reporting 
Process 

Monitoring 
Milestones 

Party 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date Remarks 
identified, and a “no-disturbance” buffer shall be 
established around the active nest. The size of the 
“no-disturbance” buffer shall be increased or 
decreased based on the judgement of the qualified 
biologist and level of activity and sensitivity of the 
species. The qualified biologist shall periodically 
monitor any active bird nests to determine if project-
related activities occurring outside the “no-
disturbance” buffer disturb the birds and if the buffer 
shall be increased. Once the young have fledged and 
left the nest, or the nest otherwise becomes inactive 
under natural conditions, project activities within the 
“no-disturbance” buffer may occur following an 
additional survey by the qualified biologist to search 
for any new bird nests in the restricted area. Results 
of the pre-construction survey and any subsequent 
monitoring shall be provided to the City of Whittier, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), 
and other appropriate agency(ies). 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
CUL-1 In the event that any subsurface cultural resources 

are encountered during earth-moving activities 
associated with the project, it is recommended that all 
work within 50 feet be halted until an archaeologist 
can evaluate the findings and make 
recommendations. Prehistoric materials can include 
flaked-stone tools (e.g., projectile points, knives, 
choppers) or obsidian, chert, or quartzite toolmaking 
debris; culturally darkened soil (i.e., midden soil often 
containing heat-affected rock, ash, and charcoal, 
shellfish remains, and cultural materials); and stone 
milling equipment (e.g., mortars, pestles, 
handstones). Historical materials might include wood, 
stone, or concrete footings, walls, and other structural 

Review of 
Archaeological 

Plan of 
Treatment (If 
Applicable) 

During 
Construction, 

Excavation and 
Other 

Construction 
Activity 

Public Works 
Department; 

Qualified 
Archaeologist; 

Consulting Native 
American tribes; 

Project 
Construction 
Contractor 
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Mitigation 
Number Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
and 
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Process 

Monitoring 
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remains; debris-filled wells or privies; and deposits of 
wood, metal, glass, ceramics, and other refuse. The 
archaeologist may evaluate the find in accordance 
with federal, State, and local guidelines, including 
those set forth in the California Public Resources 
Code Section 21083.2, to assess the significance of 
the find and identify avoidance or other measures as 
appropriate. If suspected prehistoric or historical 
archaeological deposits are discovered during 
construction, all work within the immediate area of the 
discovery shall be redirected and the find must be 
evaluated by a qualified archaeologist meeting the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications 
Standards for archaeology. 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
GEO-1 Prior to the start of ground disturbing activities, the City 

of Whittier shall retain a Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology (SVP) qualified paleontologist to monitor 
or supervise full-time should ground disturbing 
activities occur into native Pleistocene-age soil and 
bedrock greater than 1.5 feet in depth. Ground 
disturbance refers to activities that would impact 
subsurface geologic deposits, such as grading, 
excavation, and boring. If no significant fossils have 
been recovered after 50 percent of excavation has 
been completed, full-time monitoring may be modified 
to weekly spot-check monitoring at the discretion of the 
qualified paleontologist. If the project paleontologist 
determines during the course of excavations that 
project excavations are located within fill or disturbed 
soils, or that the sensitivity for significant 
paleontological resources is otherwise low, then 
monitoring may be reduced or suspended at the project 
paleontologist’s discretion. The determination to 

Paleontological 
Monitoring; 
Review of 

Paleontological 
Plan of 

Treatment (If 
Applicable) 

Prior to the Start 
of Ground 
Disturbing 

Activities; During 
Construction, 

Excavation and 
Other 

Construction 
Activity 

Public Works 
Department; 

Certified 
Paleontologist; 

Project 
Construction 
Contractor 
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Mitigation 
Number Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
and 

Reporting 
Process 

Monitoring 
Milestones 

Party 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date Remarks 
reduce or discontinue paleontological monitoring in the 
project area shall be based on the professional opinion 
of the qualified paleontologist regarding the potential 
for fossils to be present after a reasonable extent of the 
geology and stratigraphy has been evaluated.  
 
In the event that paleontological resources are 
encountered during earth-disturbing activities, all 
construction activities within 100 feet of the discovery 
shall be temporarily halted. The qualified paleontologist 
shall evaluate the find. If the qualified paleontologist 
finds that the resource is not a significant fossil, then 
work may resume immediately. If the qualified 
paleontologist finds the resource is potentially 
significant, then the qualified paleontologist shall make 
recommendations for appropriate treatment in 
accordance with Society for Vertebrate Paleontology 
guidelines for identification, evaluation, disclosure, 
avoidance, recovery, and/or curation, as appropriate. 
The City shall determine the appropriate treatment of 
the find. Work cannot resume within the no-work radius 
until the City, through consultation as appropriate, 
determines that appropriate treatment measures have 
been completed to the satisfaction of the City. Any 
fossils recovered during mitigation shall be cleaned, 
identified, catalogued, and permanently curated with 
an accredited and permanent scientific institution with 
a research interest in the materials, such as the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County. 

RECREATION 
REC-1 Prior to and during project construction, the City of 

Whittier shall ensure public notice is posted on-site 
and online (for example, on the City’s website) related 
to the temporary closure of Parnell Park. The park 

Noticing of 
Temporary Park 

Closures 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

Public Works 
Department 
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closure notifications shall provide park users with 
information related to alternative recreational facilities 
within the City that may be accessed while Parnell 
Park is temporarily closed. 

TRANSPORTATION 
TRA-1 Prior to project construction activities, the project City 

of Whittier shall prepare a construction Traffic 
Management Plan (TMP) for approval by the City 
Traffic Engineer. The TMP shall include measures 
such as construction signage, limitations on timing for 
lane closures to avoid peak hours, temporary striping 
plans, and the need for a construction flagperson to 
direct traffic during heavy equipment use. The TMP 
shall specify that one direction of travel in each 
direction must always be maintained along Lambert 
Road, Scott Avenue, or Mulberry Drive throughout 
project construction. Bicycle lanes, pedestrian 
sidewalks, and bus stops shall remain open and 
accessible, to the greatest extent feasible, during 
construction or shall be re-routed to ensure continued 
connectivity while maintaining Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility. The TMP shall be 
incorporated into project specifications for verification 
prior to final plan approval. 

Traffic 
Management 
Plan; Review 

and Approval of 
Final Project 
Plans and 

Specifications 

Prior to 
Commencement 
of Construction; 

Prior to Final 
Plan Approval 

Public Works 
Department 

   

TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
TCR-1 Retain a Native American monitor prior to 

commencement of ground-disturbing activities. A 
qualified Native American monitor shall be retained 
prior to the commencement of any ground-disturbing 
activity for the project. The monitor shall complete 
daily logs that will provide descriptions of the relevant 
ground-disturbing activities, the type of construction 
activities performed, locations of ground disturbing 
activities, soil types, cultural-related materials, and 

Native American 
Monitoring 

Prior to and 
During 

Construction 

Public Works 
Department; Native 

American 
Representative 
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Mitigation 
Number Mitigation Measure 
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and 
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Process 

Monitoring 
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VERIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

Initials Date Remarks 
any other facts, conditions, materials, or discoveries 
of significance to tribal cultural resources (TCRs). The 
monitor shall maintain monitoring logs and will identify 
and describe any discovered TCRs such as but not 
limited to Native American cultural and historical 
artifacts, remains, places of significance, and any 
discovered Native American (ancestral) human 
remains and burial goods. On-site tribal monitoring 
shall conclude upon the completion of all ground-
disturbing activities and phases that may involve 
ground-disturbing activities associated with project 
construction. Upon discovery of any TCRs, all 
construction activities within approximately 50 feet of 
the discovery shall cease and shall not resume until 
the discovered TCR has been fully assessed by the 
qualified monitor. 

 


