RESOLUTION NO. 2025-38

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, REGARDING ENFORCEMENT
OF FEDERAL IMMIGRATION LAWS IN WHITTIER

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the federal government, through the United States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and other agencies, has launched broad immigration
enforcement efforts, as part of the Trump Administration's immigration enforcement
operations; :

WHEREAS, Federal agents ‘have conducted operations while wearing face
coverings, including gaiters and ski masks;

WHEREAS, there have been some reported incidents of individuals impersonating
ICE officers in Southern California;

WHEREAS, under California state law, the City of Whittier and the Whittier Police
Department are prohibited from assisting Federal agents with regard to immigration
enforcement, except in limited circumstances;

WHEREAS, the City of Whittier and the Whittier Police Department have not
assisted federal agents concerning immigration enforcement;

WHEREAS, Atticle VI of the United States Constitution establishes the principle of
federal supremacy, declares the US Constitution the supreme law of the land, and
ensures that federal laws made under the US Constitution take precedence over state
and local laws; and

WHEREAS, local governments and officials have wide discretion in determining
their own policy for the safety, peace, and good order of their own people so long as such
laws do not conflict with federal laws.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA, DOES
RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct are a substantial part of this
resolution. '
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SECTION 2. That the City of Whittier City Council:

1)

6)

Reaffirms the existing policies and practices of the Whittier Police
Department that prohibit engagement in immigration enforcement activities,
consistent with State and Federal law.

Temporarily subsidize all City fees associated with the processing of
passport applications submitted through City services, to support
community access to identification services.

Approves the appropriation of additional funding, in a total amount not to
exceed $130,000, to support the Hispanic Outreach Taskforce and/or the
Interfaith Food Center to aid families experiencing hardship due to
immigration enforcement actions.

Directs Staff to make available “Know Your Rights” informational materials
in English and Spanish at all City facilities, including libraries, community
centers, and City Hall, and post such information on the City website and
social media channels.

Directs Staff to support local community-based organizations and legal aid
groups to assist residents with the preparation and filing of immigration-
related paperwork and applications, including, but not limited to, financial
resources in the amount of $50,000.

Directs Staff to engage with local businesses affected by reduced foot traffic
or customer activity due to ongoing immigration enforcement operations,
and to identify strategies to provide support, including promotion or other
assistance.

Formally urges the California State Legislature, including Whittier's state
legislators, to introduce and adopt legislation making it a felony offense to
impersonate a law enforcement officer, including immigration enforcement
agents, within the State of California.

Direct Staff to provide a monthly update at a City Council meeting on the
progress of implementation of items outlined in this resolution.

Request monthly updates from Federal representatives on the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement and Customs and Border Protection detentions
within the City of Whittier.

10) Consistent with Senate Bill 54, directs Staff not to share information,

including Automated License Plate Recognition data, with federal
immigration authorities.
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11) Advocate to State and County officials to provide free education and legal
representation for undocumented immigrants.

12) Advocate to Congressional leaders for the expedited review and
processing of citizenship applications.

13) Formally urges the United States Congress to introduce and adopt
bipartisan legislation which leads to a comprehensive solution of
immigration reform and a pathway to the American Dream.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption thereof.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 12" day of August 2025.

&S/EP’H A. VINATIERI, Mayor

ATTEST:

RIGOBERTO CIA JR., City Clerk
(s

| CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION NO. 2025-38 was passed and
adopted by the City Council of the City of Whittier at the regular meeting held on the 12t
day of August 2025, by the following vote:

AYES: 5 Council Members: Vinatieri, Martinez, Dutra, Pacheco*, Warner**
NOES: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

ABSENT: 0

RIGO TO GA JR., City Clerk

(seal)

* Council Member Pacheco abstained on Subsection 2.1
** Council Member Warner abstained on Subsections 2.3 and 2.5.



