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FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: October 28, 2025
Dear Friends,

Please vote NO and do not pass the agenda item tonight titled the “Ordinance
Temporarily Suspending Application of The Parkway Tree Manual” which would suspend
the City’s Tree Manual Ordinance to allow the random cutting down of healthy trees
without a public right to appeal or without any determination that a tree is diseased or
dangerous per the Tree Manual.

Questions abound without answers why this agenda item--that gives a blanket approval
to the City to cut down any tree without adequate reason or option for appeal--is even on
the agenda considering over 8,000 local citizens have signed a petition to stop such
needless tree destruction (see: www.saveourtreeswhittier.com).

The suspension of the Parkway Tree Plan that protects trees in Whittier, would do the
absolute opposite and allow for the indiscriminate destruction of healthy, mature trees
which would be a tragedy too terrible to contemplate. Over the past few years, too many
healthy trees have been chopped down in Whittier that will never be replaced. Parnell
Parkis a good example. Over 200, beautiful HEALTHY and MATURE trees were chopped
down and destroyed in a day. 200 majestic HEALTHY and MATURE trees that provided a
space for relaxation, celebration and shade for local residents are GONE—and many
people in the community are grieving the loss. Same with 500 HEALTHY and MATURE
trees off Whittier Blvd that were destroyed to make way for houses and shopping without
mitigation and now another 100 or so will be chopped down to widen Whittier Blvd near
5-points. So far very few trees have been planted to replace those that have been
chopped down or are scheduled for the chopping block. And those that have been
planted today won’t reach maturity for many, many years to come. Our mature trees are
irreplaceable.

We don't need to cut down any more healthy trees to make way for “progress,” a whim or
favor, or because of excuses to cut down trees based on lawsuits that happened many
years ago that didn’t even involve a tree.

Trees are a public trust and belong to the people, not to individual city council or city
staff members who will come and go. Trees must be protected as community treasures.
I trust you all will do the right thing and vote NO and Save Our Trees in Whittier
(www.saveourtreeswhittier.edu).

We are proud Whittier is the City of Trees, no one wants Whittier to be known as the City
of Stumps.

Respectfully,

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department
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irreplaceable.
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Respectfully,
Patti McCarthy

Whittier Resident
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