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28 October 2025

To: The Whittier City Council: Mayor Joe Vinatieri, Mayor Pro Tem
Octavio Martinez, and Council Members Fernando Dutra, Mary Ann
Pacheco, and Cathy Warner

Subject: Temporary Suspension of Parkway Tree Manual
To the City Council,

| am writing in opposition to the proposed suspension on tonight’s
agenda.

Despite a thorough web search, | couldn't find a staff report explaining
why the suspension is needed at this time.

Given Whittier’s status as a “Tree City, USA” and the improved quality
of life our urban forest offers (which boosts real estate values and
more), surely an alternative solution to whatever issue is being
addressed can be found.

If the proposed suspension is related to the recent $7.5 million
settlement against the city due to a sidewalk fall and related injuries
(Whittier Daily News, October 20, 2025), it should be noted that the
settlement resulted from an incident that occurred in 2018, before the
city’s current policies were implemented. As the News reported,
“Gurrola’s attorneys said the city of Whittier had no inspection system in
place and only started putting one in place two years after the incident,
when the city’s insurance group required an inspection system for the
city to renew its insurance.”
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Neutering our current policies because of an accident that occurred
before they were put in place makes no sense.

What would be very helpful is a staff report to the public and the council
on how well the city’s current policies balance the protection of our
urban forest with public safety. If changes are needed, they should be
considered only then.

Finally, the city needs to approach the issue of costly legal settlements
holistically. While no one disputes the fact that those who are injured
should be justly compensated, there is a large body of opinion that
states that our current legal system of high contingency feels (over
30%) encourages an overly litigious, expensive, and unpredictable legal
environment that makes balancing the legitimate interests of those
injured and public entities too difficult.

Given this, | would like the city to take a public stand in favor of tort
reform to encourage the consideration of this matter at the state level.

| believe these steps would help balance the preservation of our city’s
valuable (in many ways!) urban forest with other legitimate concerns.

Respectfully submitted,
Ken Bodger

8101 Painter Ave. Apt. 223
Whittier, CA 90602
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