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Mayor,  Mayor Pro Tem,  and Council Members,

We are against this proposed ordinance to “temporarily” suspend the 30-day notice and posting requirement
before the City can remove a parkway tree.  What happens after June 30, 2026?  Does it go back to the
original ordinance that follows the Tree Manual?  Or is it just a way to make it become permanent?

We do not support having one person,  the City Manager,  who has not even been in this position for 6
months, decide solely whether a tree should be removed or not.  

If it is a dangerous situation,  the area should be cordoned off or blocked until the proper authorization is
acquired to remove it if absolutely necessary,  or do as many cities do - repair whatever damage it may be
causing rather than just ripping it out because it’s easier.

Replacing a healthy mature tree with a small one is not the same as it was in the past.   Besides the decades
it would take to grow,  the extreme heat,  UV exposure,  lack of watering, and air & soil pollution is
stunting the growth of new trees,  as is seen all along both sides of Painter around Whittier College.  

We are very disappointed in the city council members who continue to vote to chop down so many of
Whittier’s mature, healthy, beautiful trees that make this city special.  We have been in Whittier since the
1950’s and saw what the city looked like before the trees began to be planted.  It was much hotter even back
then.  We truly believe that the citizens of Whittier did not vote you in so that you could systematically
destroy our iconic and majestic trees that Whittier is famous for.   

As citizens of Whittier,  we are asking that you adhere to the Parkway Tree Manual in deciding the fate of
our trees.

Thank you.

Marilyn & Leonard Avila
Greenleaf Ave.
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