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To the Whittier City Council:

As a Whittier local who grew up in this special city and played in the shade of its trees, I have
been following with concern your actions to threaten the city's beauty and livability by
removing the trees on Greenleaf Avenue in Uptown Whittier. I was alarmed to learn that in
today's meeting, the Council plans to declare an "urgent emergency" to speed up the
destruction of the trees and the vandalism of the city by those who are supposed to steward its
future — YOU. The proposed new ordinance, which eliminates any resident appeal process,
lays bare what I have sadly suspected all along — that you KNOW this is not what your
citizens want, and that you are beholden to interests other than the health, happiness and
prosperity of your constituents.

I am deeply concerned by your values as individuals and as a "governing" body. Please follow
the rules and don't just bend them to your will. This "emergency" is clearly a sham.

Sincerely,
Emma Cofer Patel
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