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Good evening Councilmembers and Commissioners,

My name is Christopher Covarrubias. I’m a disabled veteran and Whittier
homeowner.

Short-term rentals are how I afford to live in my home. They allow me to
pay my mortgage, maintain my property, and be a good neighbor. I’ve
never had a complaint or caused issues.

Whittier already has high costs, including extremely high water bills.
Adding new fees, licenses, taxes, or a seven-day minimum stay would
make it impossible for me to continue living here.

Most of my guests stay two to three nights. They are families visiting
students, parents coming to Whittier College, and visitors who eat in
Uptown and spend money locally. STRs bring money into Whittier. We
actively promote local small businesses to our guests.

These proposed rules don’t stop bad actors. They hurt responsible residents
who rely on STR income to stay housed.

I respectfully ask you to keep the minimum stay at two days and avoid
adding new fees or licensing requirements.

Please don’t pass ordinances that hurt Whittier residents more than they
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help.

Thank you.
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