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Hector and Denise Gutierrez
12635 Carinthia Drive
Whittier, CA 90601
Starlite Estates

January 12, 2026

Whittier City Council
13230 Penn Street
Whittier, CA 90602

Dear Mayor and Members of the Whittier City Council,

We are writing as residents of Starlite Estates to reiterate and strengthen our opposition to short term
rentals in our hillside neighborhood. We strongly disagree with any proposed amendments to the Short
Term Residential Rental Ordinance that would weaken the existing ban in Fire Hazard Severity Zones,
including any effort to grandfather in existing STRs.

We previously submitted a letter on September 22, 2024 expressing our concerns, and those concerns
remain not only unresolved but even more urgent today. We are now only one year removed from the
devastating fires in Altadena and Pacific Palisades. Very few homes have been rebuilt since those
disasters, which is a sobering reminder of how permanent and life altering wildfire damage can be. These
fires should serve as a warning, not a reason to take additional risks in hillside communities like Starlite
Estates.

Starlite Estates is a unique hillside neighborhood that is especially vulnerable to fire. Our dry brush, steep
terrain, and wind conditions create a constant risk. Allowing short term rentals introduces guests who do
not live here and do not have the same caution, awareness, or sense of responsibility as permanent
residents. Guests renting STRs often do not know or care that fireworks are banned in the City of
Whittier. We have personally witnessed guests setting off fireworks in our neighborhood, which creates
an extreme wildfire risk.

In addition, STR guests are typically prohibited from smoking indoors, which pushes smoking activity
outside. A single discarded cigarette in our dry hillside conditions could ignite a wildfire and put our entire
neighborhood at risk. This danger is real and foreseeable.

Starlite Estates is a cul de sac with only one road in and one road out. In the event of a fire or other
emergency, access for emergency vehicles and resident evacuation would already be difficult. STR
related traffic, illegal parking, and unfamiliar guests would further delay emergency response and
increase the risk to lives and homes.

Beyond fire danger, the scenic views of Starlite Estates have made it attractive for STR parties and large
gatherings. This has resulted in serious quality of life issues, including traffic congestion, blocked access
for emergency vehicles, littering, parking problems, public intoxication, drug activity, and noise
disturbances that last throughout the night. Our homes are meant to be places of safety and enjoyment,
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not hotels or event venues.

We also believe that short term rentals should be limited and highly regulated within the City of Whittier
because they are, in fact, a business. STRs operate as a commercial enterprise within neighborhoods
that are zoned for personal residential use, not for hotel or motel style operations. The amendments being
proposed by STR owners primarily benefit their private business interests, not the established
neighborhoods that are being disrupted by this commercial activity. These changes do nothing to protect
residents or preserve neighborhood character.

As locally elected representatives, it is your responsibility to prioritize the needs, safety, and wishes of
your constituents who live in these neighborhoods over the interests of businesses and outside investors
who do not reside in Whittier. We ask that you consider the real disruptions STRs cause to residential
communities and the long term consequences of allowing commercial operations in areas never intended
for that purpose.

We are deeply concerned for our safety and the protection of our homes. We do not want STRs in our
neighborhood at all. Allowing them, or grandfathering them in, places hillside residents at unnecessary
and avoidable risk. If an STR related fire were to destroy homes in Starlite Estates, it would represent a
failure to protect residents despite clear and known dangers.

We respectfully urge the City Council to uphold its unanimous July 8, 2025 vote and maintain the full ban
on short term rentals in all Fire Hazard Severity Zones, Very High, High, and Moderate. Please reject any
amendments or grandfathering provisions that would weaken these protections.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Hector and Denise Gutierrez
Residents, Starlite Estates
Whittier, California
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