Council Meeting:_01/13/2026
RECEIVED ON: January 12, 2026 Agenda Item No:_9.A

January 11, 2026

Re: Agenda Item 9A - Short-Term Residential Rental Ordinance-Zoning Code
Amendment No. ZCA24-0003.

Banning Short Term Rentals in Very High Severity Fire Zones in the Whittier Hills

Dear Mayor Vinatieri, Councilmembers Warner, Dutra, Martinez, and Pacheco, City Manager
McNamara, et al,

Many of you seem to have taken to heart our 3-year mission to eliminate STRs in several
specific Whittier neighborhoods. Marilyn & Leonard Avila and Janis & | have worked diligently
asking our neighbors on the Hill and in Starlight Estates to come to meeting after meeting to get
our opinions relayed to you, our elected officials. We have rallied our neighbors to write letters
and speak at City Council Meetings. Nearly 40 of these neighbors who had been negatively
impacted by unregulated STRs met with Councilman Martinez and former city manager Brian
Saeki.

Our biggest concern is that we have one way in and one way out of our neighborhoods. Our

extremely narrow road will not be passable if one vehicle breaks down. In fact, it’s now the
generally accepted policy that we are to shelter in place while the LA County Fire Department
makes its way up the hill before we are to attempt departing the hill. It is only a matter of time
until we face a life and death situation like the fiasco in Pacific Palisades last January.

Pacific Palisades Traffic Jam - One Way In - No Way Out - January 7, 2025
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The traffic jam on Palisades Drive prevented emergency vehicles from getting through.
This scenario is highly likely in our neighborhoods if unchecked STRs are permitted.

We have beloved elderly neighbors who may need assistance in the event of a fire. These
people may find it impossible to walk down the hill to escape . We also have many young
families who may also need extra time and help to vacate the hill.

One of our neighbors, an STR host, who we really enjoyed spending time with, has said he
cannot afford to stay in Whittier if he can’t Airbnb his home. This host travels so frequently
that he is rarely available to take part in community block parties, neighborhood watch
meetings, and collaborative projects that encourage interaction and teamwork.

It has been mentioned that the City Council is considering grandfathering some of the STR
operators on our hill. This will only exacerbate an already disastrous situation. Whittier PD
has logged more than 200 calls for service over the last few years, many of them because
of one or two errant operators on the hill who have no qualms about blocking access to
neighbors driveways or preventing emergency traffic from accessing our streets.

By having the STR policy in place, the influx of buyers who want to make money in Whittier
but not live here nor spend money here, will be curtailed overall and stopped completely in
Starlight Estates and the Hill.

We will not be denied the peaceful enjoyment of our homes by entrepreneurs who have no
vested interest in our neighborhoods. Why should the interests of five or six families eclipse
the remaining 95 families who want nothing more than to live in the quiet friendly
neighborhood they moved to years ago.

Yours truly,

Jeanne L Renner & Janis L Cavanaugh
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