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Dear City Council Members, Community Development,

High fire zones already have dense housing in the wildland—urban interface, so
adding tourist stays increases the number of people exposed when a fire, inevitably
occurs. Repeated wildfire threats and actual incidents drive up insurance costs,
depress property values, and destabilize local housing markets. These effects are
amplified when large numbers of transient visitors must be protected and evacuated.
Wildfire districts have higher operational and liability burdens when unregulated or
under-regulated short-term rentals can contribute to injuries, property losses, or
even failed evacuations. A complete ban in officially mapped, high fire hazard
zones can be argued as a precautionary policy that prioritizes the safety of residents,
manageable evacuations, and long-term community resilience over discretionary
tourism uses.

We have repeatedly presented the issues of rowdy parties, trash, illegal fireworks
and blockage of the narrow streets in our hillside neighborhood to the council.
Because of the terrain and the era in which our roads were constructed, many of our
streets are not wide enough for large fire trucks to navigate (specifically, portions of
Circle and Grande Vista Drives), and you have already voted unanimously to ban
STR’s on high fire zones.

Grandfathering existing STR’s defeats the hold purpose of mitigating risk in high
fire zones which was the entire purpose of the State’s designation of hazardous fire
zones. In our particular area there are more existing STR’s than the proposed
ordinance allows given proximity and density.

No STR’s in all Fire Hazard Zones!
Larry Scher

11821 N Circle Drive
Whittier, CA 90601
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