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Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem,  & Council Members,

On March 24, 2025 our hillside neighborhoods were designated on the Cal-Fire map as three Fire Hazard
Severity Zones (Very High, High, and Moderate).  This is a direct warning  of impending wildfire in our
hillside neighborhoods.  On July 8, 2025 the City Council voted unanimously to ban all Short-Term Rental
businesses in all three Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  This unanimous vote shows that the City Council
understands that STR guests are endangering the safety and well-being of Whittier’s residential hillside
residents.

We live with the constant fear that STR guests will start a fire that burns down our neighborhood.  STR
guests are not permitted to smoke inside, so they smoke outside.  I have seen them throw cigarette butts into
planters and side yards and neighbors have found cigarette butts and trash in their backyards and side yards. 
On occasions,  STR guests have set off sky rockets and fireworks in the STR backyard and in the street in
front of our house, that have flown over ours and our neighbors’ roofs. 

Greenleaf Avenue is a one way in and one way out street.  If a fire occurs, the street may be blocked by fire
trucks or an accident caused by panicked people trying to flee from the fire.  This would leave us trapped
with no vehicle escape route. There is only a chain link fence to separate the STR backyard from acres of
dry, windblown brush that is Hellman Park.  We are grateful that a fire hasn’t already occurred.  We are
wondering how long our good luck will continue to hold out.  We should not have to fearfully live with the
danger to life and property of a wildfire caused by ignorant, irresponsible STR owners and STR guests who
do not care about the safety of our neighborhoods because they do not live here.

We ask you not to make any changes to the STR Ordinance Zoning Code Amendment #ZCA24-0003 such
as “grandfathering in”, modifications or special exceptions for any STR owners currently operating
unpermitted STRs within the three Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Do not allow STR owners to continue to
place their profits over the safety and well-being of hillside residents who worked hard and earned the
opportunity to purchase homes in the beautiful Whittier Hills.

We have participated in six City Council meetings since March 28, 2023 hoping to convince the City
Council to ban STR businesses in all of Whittier’s residential hillside neighborhoods.  We do not want a
wildfire , like those that occurred in the Palisades and Eaton fires, to destroy our homes.  The heavy rains of
this winter will cause a big increase of highly flammable brush in our hills this summer.  This situation
creates a definite urgency to quickly pass an STR ban in our Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  We ask that you,
the City Council, to uphold your unanimous vote on July 8, 2025 to ban STRs in all three Fire Hazard
Severity Zones, without making any changes to the STR ban.  Please direct the STR ban in all three Fire
Hazard Severity Zones to be kept in the STR zoning code amendment as it is now written and have it
enacted as quickly as possible.

Thank you.

Leonard Avila
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