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I am writing to reiterate my opposition to allowing any short term rentals in the three
Fire Hazard Severity Zones in our Whittier Hills neighborhoods.  Recommendations
have been made to the City Council to ban STR's in these areas, and were voted on
UNANIMOUSLY (July 8, 2025) to be banned.  That recommendation should not be
changed.  The risk to lives and property is too great to allow non-residents, who have
no investment in ensuring a safe environment for the area.

We are stewards of these hillsides and must treat them respectfully.  The occasional
tourist passing through has a bed to sleep in for a night or two, but no concern for the
longevity or safety of the neighborhood and those that reside within. Every summer
we have non-residents driving into the hills to “celebrate” by setting off fireworks in
our dry hills.  STR rules currently ban smoking within the residence, so smoking is
done outside, furthering the risk to our homes.
It takes hightened vigilance to live in these neighborhoods.  Through daily walks,
open shared contact with fellow neighbors, and formalized Neighborhood Watch
meetings we maintain a communal safety watch.

There are many times city officials have made decisions contrary to the wishes of our
community. Changing this particular recommendation is a decision that has the
potential to endanger the lives and property of not just the hillside residents, but
residents and businesses throughout the city.  I oppose grandfathering in existing
STR's as this voids any restriction placed on these zones.

The Altadena fire was not so long ago.  That fire included the loss of 19 lives.
9,000homes, businesses and other structures, burned to the ground. These Altadena
residents are now trying to recreate the setting and income (=tax basis) that was lost
to the flames. I ask that you ban short term rentals in the Fire Hazard Severity Zones
of Whittier as recommended.

Lorena Vinet

11821 North Circle Dr

Whittier, CA 90601
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