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Mayor,  Mayor Pro Tem, and City Council Members,

Please uphold the ban on Short Term Rentals in the Whittier Hills Fire Hazard Severity Zones that you
voted unanimously for on July 8, 2025.    The virtual workshop held by the State Fire Marshal last June was
a wake-up call on the extreme vulnerability of these hills, and all five of you discussed and agreed
adamantly that STRs must be banned in the red, orange, and yellow fire zones.

I have heard comments from STR owners stating that STR guests are no more of a fire risk than permanent
residents.  This is completely untrue.  There is no comparison of a resident or family living in the house, 
versus the constant incoming of various groups of transient guests.  They are not always quiet families.
They are mostly in vacation mode, partying, and in many cases intoxicated or high.  They do not have the
same caution or awareness of the fire danger as long term residents do. 

If a resident happens to smoke,  they most likely do it inside of their own home.   But by the STR operators'
own rules,  the guests are only permitted to smoke outside, in close proximity to the windy hills.   Cigarette
butts were discarded into our neighbors’ yard next to an STR house after the guests were there, and we also
have observed guests setting off fireworks in the street as well as the backyard of an STR house which is up
against Hellman Park.  Even when police are called,  one careless incident will be too late.  A single flying
ember from whatever they’re smoking can spark an inferno.  The recent rain means the hills will have much
more vegetation growing that will become dry fuel in the hot season for a catastrophic fire.  We need to do
everything possible to avoid a Palisades or Eaton type fire in our Whittier Hills.

Many of the Whittier Hills neighborhoods have no outlet, or very narrow streets, so evacuation in an
emergency would be much more difficult.  This situation could cause residents to become trapped, or
emergency vehicles unable to have access, if such a scenario were to happen. 

I see no reason to continue delaying the finalization of the STR ordinance.  We have been discussing this
issue at numerous meetings for almost 3 years.   We need to have it in place and effective by the time
summer arrives.

I am asking the City Council to retain in the new ordinance,  item #13 - the ban of STRs in the three Fire
Hazard Severity Zones.

Thank you,

Marilyn Avila

RECEIVED ON: January 12, 2026
Council Meeting:_____________________ 
Agenda Item No:_____________________

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department

01/13/2026
9.A

mailto:maavila1@mac.com
mailto:CCD@cityofwhittier.org



