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Nicholas Gutierrez
Whittier, CA

January 13, 2026

Whittier City Council
13230 Penn Street
Whittier, CA 90602

Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council,

I am writing as a Whittier resident to formally oppose any amendments to the proposed Short Term
Residential Rental Ordinance that would allow STRs in Fire Hazard Severity Zones or grandfather
existing STR operations in those areas.

Recent history makes the risk clear. We are only one year removed from the fires in Altadena and Pacific
Palisades, and the reality is that rebuilding has been slow and limited. These events demonstrate how
destructive hillside fires are and how long communities suffer after them. Allowing or expanding STR
activity in fire prone hillside neighborhoods ignores these lessons and exposes residents to unnecessary
danger.

Starlite Estates is a hillside community with real fire vulnerability. Guests who rent STRs are temporary
visitors who lack familiarity with local conditions, fire behavior, and city regulations. | have personally
observed STR guests setting off fireworks in hillside neighborhoods, despite fireworks being prohibited in
Whittier. In dry and windy conditions, this behavior presents an obvious wildfire risk.

STR operations also create secondary fire hazards. Because guests are often prohibited from smoking
indoors, smoking occurs outside where a discarded cigarette can easily ignite surrounding brush. This
type of risk does not exist at the same level with long term residents who understand the consequences
and permanence of their actions.

The physical layout of hillside neighborhoods further compounds the danger. Starlite Estates is a cul de
sac with a single access point. In an emergency, evacuation and emergency vehicle access are already
constrained. Additional traffic, illegal parking, and congestion caused by STR guests make emergency
response slower and more dangerous.

Beyond fire safety, STRs fundamentally alter residential neighborhoods. Homes with scenic views are
marketed for short term stays and events, resulting in noise, parties, traffic congestion, parking problems,
littering, and late night disturbances. Residential neighborhoods are not designed to absorb the impacts
of rotating occupancy and commercial activity.

At a broader policy level, STRs are a business. They operate as a commercial use within residential
zones that are intended for personal living, not hotel or motel style operations. The proposed changes
being pushed by STR owners serve their private financial interests and do not benefit the neighborhoods
where these rentals operate. These amendments shift risk and disruption onto residents who did not
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choose to live next to a commercial enterprise.

In my professional work with Los Angeles County, | have seen how heavily regulated STRs must be to
reduce their negative impacts on safety, land use, and quality of life. Those regulations exist for a reason.
Allowing STRs in hillside fire zones runs counter to the safeguards jurisdictions have had to adopt after
learning hard lessons.

As elected officials, your responsibility is to the residents who live in these neighborhoods, not to outside
investors or short term rental operators. | urge you to weigh the long term safety and stability of Whittier's
residential communities over proposed amendments that primarily benefit STR businesses.

| respectfully ask the City Council to maintain the full ban on short term rentals in all Fire Hazard Severity
Zones, Very High, High, and Moderate, and to reject any grandfathering provisions or amendments that
weaken these protections.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Gutierrez
Whittier Resident
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