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I am submitting public comment regarding Council Member Octavio Martinez’s recent social media activity
promoting white supremacist content.

On or around January 2, 2025, Council Member Martinez reposted a video from an account named “Do Not Mix
Snow With Dirt” explicitly racist white supremacist messaging being amplified by one of our elected
representatives.

This Council Can No Longer Ignore Its Pattern of Protecting Racist Behavior
When Planning Commission Vice Chair Richard Quirk posted himself and his husband in ICE agent and “criminal”
costumes and other MAGA imagery, this Council received over 100 documented public comments across multiple
meetings demanding accountability. You dismissed community concerns and took no action.

More significantly, when Mayor Vinatieri requested a staff analysis on the city’s response to federal immigration
enforcement concerns, removing Commissioner Quirk was formally listed as Option 3 in the staff report. City staff
officially recommended his removal as a means to address community concerns. This Council never discussed it.
Never debated it. Never voted on it. You simply ignored a formal staff recommendation because it was politically
inconvenient.

Now we have a sitting Council Member - not just an appointee - sharing content from white supremacist accounts.
Council Member Martinez has also documented “likes” of content depicting ICE agents and anti-immigrant
messaging. Making his account private after his posts gained attention doesn’t erase what he chose to share publicly
as an elected official. The community has documented his activity.

Council Member Warner: You dismissed comprehensive ethics codes as unnecessary when residents demanded
accountability for Commissioner Quirk, insisting existing policies are “sufficient.” What training would teach an
elected official that sharing content from “Do Not Mix Snow With Dirt” is problematic?
The issue isn’t lack of training. It’s lack of consequences. It’s a Council that refuses to even discuss formal staff
recommendations. It’s leadership that protects racist behavior over constituents.

How Can Council Member Martinez Represent Whittier Equitably?
How can he make fair decisions for our majority Hispanic community when he shares content devaluing non-white
cultures and promoting white supremacist mythology? The answer is clear: he cannot.

Elections Are April 14, 2026
Council Member Martinez, Fernando Dutra, and Mayor Vinatieri are on the ballot. Residents are documenting. We
are paying attention. And we will remember which elected officials chose to protect racist behavior over
representing their constituents.
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