Council Meeting:_01/13/26

RECEIVED ON: January 13, 2026 Agenda Item No.:9.A
From: Alejandro Franco
To: WebMail - CCD
Subject: STR
Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 2:26:44 PM

[You don't often get email from castleonthehill32@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/I.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments
unless you are sure the content is safe.]

I am a responsible STR business owner in the Whittier Hills- at my primary residence. [ am supportive of
regulations that address legitimate STR complaints regarding parking, parties, and outside entities. These seem well
addressed in the planning commission's recommendations.

However, I ask that council does not ban STRs and take our small businesses based on the fire maps. There is no
evidence at state and national level showing that STRs increase fire risk. In fact, STR guest patterns are associated
with lower fire risks than long term renters and even owners. Mainly because they aren't allowed to smoke and don't
cook- the two main causes of residential fires. Below is a summary of evidence demonstrating these points.

The few loud voices I've heard lobbying to use the fire maps appear to be seeking any technique they can to attack
STRs and inappropriately using the tragedy of last winter's fires as a leverage point. Most seem to be long-term
residents who probably either fully own their homes or bought them when they were affordable. But now many of
us in the middle class need this sort of supplemental income to stay here.

There are few business opportunities in Whittier better than STRs. Normal residents can't compete with the likes of
Target or Amazon or shell our $500k to start a coffee shop, so our options for supplementing income are restricted.
STRs bring money directly into the city and its residents with almost no outflow. Assuming we address the actual
legitimate concerns, I can't think of a more efficient and logical business for residents and the city.

Lastly, if the council does decide to ban STRs and take our small business opportunities from us, I ask that we be
given a fair and compassionate transition period. I, for one, will likely have to sell my house of 10 years. I would
like to have at least a year to do this.

STR AND FIRE RISK SUMMARY

There is no evidence indicating that short-term rentals (STRs) pose an increased fire risk. No state or federal fire
dataset identifies STRs or STR guests as a cause of fires (CAL FIRE), and there is no study demonstrating a
correlation between STRs and increased wildfire or structural-fire risk.

The leading causes of residential fires are cooking (49%), smoking, and heating or electrical equipment (National
Fire Protection Agency). When these risk factors are applied to housing types, STRs align with lower-risk
occupancy models compared to long-term rentals and, in many cases, owner-occupied homes.

Short-term renters cook less frequently than long-term occupants, and smoking is typically prohibited and enforced,
significantly reducing exposure to the most dangerous residential fire risks (NFPA). STR platforms require
disclosure and maintenance of fire-safety equipment such as smoke alarms, carbon-monoxide detectors, fire
extinguishers, and emergency instructions (Airbnb). In addition, STR hosts are subject to more frequent inspections
and compliance requirements under municipal STR ordinances than typical homeowners or long-term rentals.

U.S. Fire Administration studies show that long-term rental housing experiences a higher rate of cooking-related
fires, while hotels and motels (the closest analog to STRs) show lower fire incidence rates and a greater likelihood
that fires are detected early and confined (US Fire Administration). These reductions are attributed to the same
factors present in STRs: reduced cooking, no-smoking policies, safety equipment, and routine inspections, as
documented in municipal STR compliance programs (City of South Lake Tahoe; Sonoma County; City of San
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Diego; City of Palm Springs).

In summary, while STRs are not tracked as a separate category in fire data, all available evidence indicates that STR
operating conditions reduce exposure to the leading causes of residential fires, and no data supports the claim that
STRs increase fire risk

Thank you
Alex Franco
Sent from my iPad





