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TO THE WHITTIER CITY COUNCIL:

As a Whittier resident for 52 years living in the very high risk fire area, I support
the current draft of the STR Ordinance, protecting our hillside neighborhoods. I
strongly urge that our City Council be PROACTIVE, not REACTIVE, regarding
potential fire threat with STRS being allowed in the very high, high, and
moderate fire hazard severity zones. 

Why would the Council put residents in those areas in harm's way because
some STR owners state there is no fire danger in the hills? How do they know
how STR renters are going to act, people who are not invested in our
residential neighborhoods or, for that matter, the City of Whittier? Does the
STR ownership of businesses in residential areas (because that is what STRs
are) take precedence over the hundreds of home owners in the fire hazard
severity zones whose homes would be at risk? WHAT IS THE PRIORITY HERE?

STR owners in the fire severity zones have options:  They can sell their
property.  They can rent their property to long-term renters, who would be
invested in the neighborhood where they live. The STR owners' decision to
have a business in our residential areas should NOT take precedence in the fire
hazard severity zones.

Respectfully submitted,
Diane Britton
12835 Rose Drive
Whittier, CA  90601
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Bdbritton@aol.com
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