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My name is Philip Sywulka. Our family has hosted on Airbnb for 9 years.  Our home is on
College Avenue near Mar Vista.

In previous materials which our family submitted to the Council for the record we have
outlined the economic value to the City of allowing short-term rentals and made the case for
reasonably light restrictions being in the interest of all homeowners.

I do not want to be overly alarmist or confrontational, but honestly my initial impression of the
proposed ordinance is that it is intended to so discourage short term rentals as to create the
hope that they will simply disappear. It seems to reflect an attitude that short term rentals are
an embarrassment and contagion which, if they cannot be eliminated, should at least be
quarantined.  The proposed regulations seem to reflect all the worst aspects of bureaucratic
overreach and arbitrary central planning, and would seem to be in direct conflict with the
stated goal of promoting a strong local economic base.   

My preference would be that the Council reject (or table) the ordinance as proposed and start
over.  I think that it would be helpful, as some have suggested, that we have a workshop for
Short-term hosts (and other interested parties) where we can have a dialogue with Council
representatives and relevant staff.

Specific items (in no particular order) which I would like to see addressed are:
a.) It seems to me that the principal concern is disruptive events.  Would it not be best to
address that directly, rather than trying to address it indirectly through putting many indirect
restrictions on short-term rentals in the hope that they will discourage disruptive events?
b.) With respect to parking, I understand that the State of California has (for better or worse)
severely restricted the ability of local governments to require property owners to provide off-
street parking.  Is it fair to require of short-term rental operators that which you cannot require
of most others?  While it is tempting for the community to take out its frustration on short-
term rentals, something tells me that if short-term rentals were completely eliminated, there
would hardly be a perceptible change in the parking situation.   I understand that there is a
concern where there are narrow streets in the hills regarding emergency access.  Perhaps a
solution is to require anyone needing to leave a vehicle unattended on the street (Contractors,
Electricians, Plumbers, Gardeners, etc.) to notify the City with contact information so they can
be asked to move on short notice in an emergency.  Residents would need to provide shuttle
service for others such as guests and have them park far enough away to not interfere with
Emergency access and not to park in otherwise restricted areas. 
c.) My suggestion is that when residents complain about parking, you first refer them to their
state representatives.
d.) Any hard data regarding fire risks from short-term rentals.
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e.) A clear definition of a disruptive event.  Is this already covered elsewhere in the City’s
codes?  Should it not apply equally to all residential type units?
f.) A distinction between renting a whole dwelling unit (house or apartment) ie. unhosted vs.
renting spaces within a dwelling unit (hosted).
g.) Can a host have multiple what we might call sub-listings?  For example, we rent out the
whole second floor of our home, or individual bedrooms.  Others also have multiple listings of
different rooms within the same dwelling. 
h.) Questions regarding the City specifying a minimum length of stay.  We have set minimum
stays which work for us (two nights for individual bedrooms, three nights for the whole floor),
but would like the ability to grant exceptions.  For instance we have had  guests who come for
three or four days in this area then go to Las Vegas or San Francisco for a few days, then
would like to come back for one night on their way home.  We also would like to be able to
accommodate regular guests who occasionally would have a need to stay a single night.
i.) Questions on the total number of guests.  We (and others) have some larger rooms which
can easily accommodate more than two guests.  As an example we have a room with a King
and a twin bed.  We have many groups of three who book that room.  It might be a adult with
their parents, or a couple with one child, or three friends, etc.  
j.) Are the various proposed notification requirements consistent with what are required of
others?  
k.) Do I understand correctly, that we will be required to obtain ( and pay for) a business
license before we can apply for an STR permit?  Is this not inverting the logical order,
especially if the City is to restrict the number of STRs and take applications first come first
served.
l.) We often will get bookings several months out.  Will the Council give us a reasonable exit
time if we are forced or choose not to continue?

I could go on and others will doubtlessly have additional topics if the Council is willing to
hold a workshop before proceeding further. 

Thanks

-- 
Philip Sywulka
(562) 693-3339 (home - calls generally screened)
(562) 556-59Comments for the Council Meeting December 9th10 (my cell)
philip.sywulka@gmail.com
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