
LAW OFFICE OF CARLOS R. PEREZ 

A Professional Law Corporation 

215 N. Marengo Avenue, Third Floor

Pasadena, California 91101

(626) 657-6350 

Carlos R. Perez  carlos@laweagles.net

Alejandra Gonzalez-Bedoy alejandra@laweagles.net 

May 4, 2025 

By E-mail Only 

Members of the Whittier City Council 

  Mayor James Becerra   

  Mayor Pro Tem Mary Ann Pacheco 

  Council Member Aida Macedo 

  Council Member Vicky Santana  

City of Whittier  

13230 Penn Street  

Whittier, CA 90602 

Re:  Complaint Re Fernando Lopez, Member of the Whittier Personnel Board 

Dear Members of the Whittier City Council: 

In February 2026, I wrote to the prior City Council regarding the enclosed complaint, and 

the majority of the Council at that time, namely, Mr. Vinatieri, Mr. Martinez, Mr. Dutra and Ms. 

Warner, ignored me.  

Your election represents a new beginning for the City, and it is my hope that the present 

majority, being much more responsive to the Whittier community, will review the attached 

complaint and act accordingly.   

Respectfully, 

CARLOS R. PEREZ 

CP/cp 

cc: Yolanda Martinez, 

       Director of Human Resources & Risk Management (via e-mail) 

      Rigo Garcia, City Clerk (via e-mail)  

RECEIVED ON: May 4, 2026
Council Meeting:_____________________ 
Agenda Item No:_____________________

CC: CM; ACM; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department
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LAW OFFICE OF CARLOS R. PEREZ 

A Professional Law Corporation 

215 N. Marengo Avenue, Third Floor

Pasadena, California 91101

(626) 657-6350 

Carlos R. Perez  carlos@laweagles.net

Alejandra Gonzalez-Bedoy alejandra@laweagles.net 

February 3, 2026 

By E-mail Only 

Members of the Whittier City Council 

  Mayor Joe Vinatieri  

  Mayor Pro Tem Octavio Cesar Martinez 

  Council Member Fernando Dutra  

  Council Member Mary Ann Pacheco  

  Council Member Cathy Warner  

Rigo Garcia, City Clerk 

City of Whittier  

13230 Penn Street  

Whittier, CA 90602 

Re:  Complaint Re Fernando Lopez, Member of the Whittier Personnel Board 

Dear Members of the Whittier City Council and City Clerk Garcia: 

On December 12, 2025, Pomona Superior Court Judge Hon. Timothy Martella issued a 
civil restraining order against Fernando Lopez for his brutal beating of Whittier resident Rolando 

Cano.  

The incident happened on a public street (near the cross section of Greenleaf Avenue and 

Philadelphia) on August 22, 2025. Other people were present and observed the beating. Videos 

of the brutal attack were subsequently posted on social media.   

During the incident, Mr. Lopez punched Mr. Cano, causing his phone to fall to the 
ground. As Mr. Cano tried to reach for his phone, Mr. Lopez punched Mr. Cano in the back of 

the head and placed Mr. Cano in a chokehold. He was unable to breathe and fell forward face 

first. Mr. Lopez then tightened his hold on Mr. Cano and positioned himself on top of him. As 

Mr. Lopez tightened his grip harder, Mr. Cano turned blue, hit his head on the floor and blacked 

out. A true and correct copy of the Court’s final Order against Mr. Lopez (which was served to

the Whittier Police Department on January 6, 2026) is attached.

We are disturbed to learn that Mr. Lopez currently serves as a member of the Whittier 

City Personnel Board. There should be no doubt that Mr. Lopez has proven by his behavior that 

he is not fit to serve on any city commission. His continued retention by the City on its Personnel 

Board will be perceived as support for and potential ratification of this despicable conduct. 
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Accordingly, by this letter, Mr. Cano requests that the City Council reconsider its 

appointment of Mr. Lopez to the Personnel Board, and remove him promptly.   

Very truly yours, 

CARLOS R. PEREZ 

CP/cp 

Attachments (1)

cc: Yolanda Martinez, Director 

        Human Resources & Risk Management (via e-mail) 
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