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Dear Mayor Becerra and Members of the City Council,

Federal agents are stationing themselves outside our library and near our schools, one year
after they pulled people from our Home Depot and car washes and parked vans at our City
Hall, not to run operations, but to make residents afraid to use services their taxes fund.
Tonight, Council can direct staff on what Whittier actually controls: its property, its staff, and
its data.

I also have to be direct about Council Member Pacheco's response. Praising the Chief for
being "consistent" is praising him for being consistently vague. Repeating the same uncertain
answer is not the same as verified fact, and suggesting that residents raising these concerns are
misinformed is disrespectful to the constituents you represent. We are not confused. We are
informed. There are real, documented concerns about how Flock surveils us day to day and
who can access our whereabouts.

And it does not require our city to sign anything. ICE holds no contract with Flock and does
not need one. It asks local police to run searches on its behalf — more than 4,000 such
immigration-related lookups have already been documented nationwide. A back door does not
ask our permission before someone walks through it.

The documented record, in California, in the past year:

California's SB 34 bars sharing license plate reader data with federal and out-of-state
agencies, a law written to keep this information here in California.
The Attorney General is suing El Cajon right now for sharing exactly this kind of data
with federal authorities and agencies in more than two dozen states.
Audits in San Francisco, Ventura County, Oxnard, and El Cerrito found that Flock
granted federal and out-of-state access that the departments believed was blocked,
traced to vendor-side settings that switched sharing back on after local police had turned
it off. "I think it's deleted" is precisely what those departments believed, too.

When federal agents are operating in our city, our own cameras cannot serve as a backdoor for
them. We need to operate with what we know, and Flock, as configured, is a threat to us all.
Fear should not get to set up outside our libraries or inside our camera network, unanswered.
Please direct staff accordingly. 

https://noalprs.com/

Thank you for your time and for taking this moment seriously.

Ashley
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