
Good morning Mayor Becerra, Councilmembers, and City staff. 

First, I want to thank Mayor Becerra and Councilmember Macedo for being present at the library 
Wednesday and for taking the time to speak with concerned community members. I also 
appreciate that this discussion is taking place now. To me, that demonstrates a willingness to 
listen to the community and learn from what occurred. 

I am here to ask that the City seek guidance from experts such as Public Counsel, review its 
compliance with SB 54, the TRUST Act, and the TRUTH Act, strengthen protocols and staff 
training, build relationships with local community groups, and develop a plan for timely 
communication with residents when situations like this arise. 

While the City may not have authority over federal immigration operations, it does have 
authority over how city facilities respond, how staff are trained, how information is 
communicated to residents, and how the City ensures compliance with California law. 
Regardless of one's views on immigration policy, this was a public safety incident that affected 
residents' access to a public facility. 

As such, I ask that the City seek guidance from experts who already do this work. Public 
Counsel, in particular, has developed trainings, materials, and example protocols for institutions 
navigating these situations. For context, Public Counsel provides pro bono legal services to 
community members, nonprofits, and small businesses. The City does not need to start from 
scratch. 

I would also encourage the City to review its current policies and training, including compliance 
with SB 54, the TRUST Act, and the TRUTH Act, and report back publicly on what policies 
already exist and where improvements may be needed. That review should specifically address 
what collaboration, if any, occurs between local law enforcement and federal immigration 
authorities, what limitations California law places on that cooperation, and how those 
requirements are communicated to staff and the public. 

Another key issue is communication. On Wednesday, many residents learned about ICE 
presence through informal means. When there is a traffic collision, a road closure, or a weather 
event, the public is provided information so people can make informed decisions for themselves 
and their families. I believe the same principle applies here. Providing information is not telling 
people what to do. It is not obstructing activities. It is ensuring residents have accurate 
information while decisions are being made in real time. I hope the City will explore how it can 
provide timely, accurate information when situations are unfolding, especially when activity is 
occurring near public facilities.  

Finally, I encourage the City to build relationships with local community groups that are already 
monitoring activity in our area. Those relationships can improve situational awareness, 
information-sharing, and community trust. 
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My hope is that this conversation results in clear protocols, stronger partnerships, better 
communication, and a preparedness plan that can guide future responses. 

Thank you. 
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