Council Meeting:_ 07/14/2026

RECEIVED ON: July 13, 2026 Agenda Item No:__8.F & 8.G
From: Civic Whittier
To: WebMail - CCD
Cc: Vicky Santana; Mary Ann Pacheco; Aida Macedo; James Becerra; Cathy Warner
Subject: Public Comment — Items 8.F and 8.G, July 14 Council Meeting (Please Pull 8.F from Consent)
Date: Saturday, July 11, 2026 12:47:49 PM

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers,

I'm asking the Council to pull Item 8.F (Peregrine Technologies) from tonight's consent
calendar, and to slow down on Item 8.G (the $428,033 armored rescue vehicle) as well. Both
ask the same question of this Council: what does Whittier actually value, and are we willing to
fund it?

Item 8.F — Peregrine Technologies

This isn't ordinary "integration software." Peregrine's own order form lists Thomson Reuters
CLEAR as a data source for WPD, and CLEAR is the same product Thomson Reuters sells
directly to ICE for license-plate tracking and deportation-related investigations. Peregrine's
founders came out of Palantir, and its CEO has said Palantir's influence runs deep in the
company. That connection is exactly why Durham, NC pulled a $517,000 Peregrine contract
this year after council members and residents raised data-privacy and immigration-
enforcement concerns, and why Charlottesville, VA backed out of its own Peregrine contract
for the same reason. Two other cities looked at this same vendor and said no, in public, on the
record. Whittier shouldn't approve it quietly on consent. Given the current national
conversation around Al surveillance and immigration enforcement, this deserves a
public staff presentation and real community input, not a rubber stamp.

Item 8.G — Armored Rescue Vehicle

I continue to object to the $428,033.34 purchase of a Ballistic Armored Tactical Transport
(BATT-X) from The Armored Group, which also bundles in a Motorola APX8500 radio
($9,974.27) with no explanation in the staff report's fiscal impact section.

At the June 9 study session, Chief Bar said the department's two armored vehicles are
deployed to planned events roughly 8 to 10 times a year, I wonder if that count includes
community events like National Night Out? plus an unspecified number of unplanned
deployments. The one unplanned example given was a neighbor experiencing a mental health
crisis, not an active-shooter or hostage situation. That's a behavioral health emergency, not
evidence our community needs two militarized vehicles. Officers already carry ballistic vests
and firearms. Staff have framed this purchase as replacing a vehicle from the 1970s, largely
for upkeep reasons but the department's other armored vehicle, purchased in 2016, isn't going
anywhere. So even after a $428,033 purchase, Whittier still ends up with two armored vehicles
in service. If age and maintenance cost are really driving this, the Council should ask whether
refurbishment or a lower-cost replacement was considered, and whether keeping two vehicles
of this kind is proportionate to a deployment rate of 8 to 10 planned events a year.

Weigh that against the City's broader budget picture. Police compensation totals $34.1 million,
53% of the City's entire $64.4 million payroll across 201 employees, an average of nearly
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$170,000 per employee. Compare that to Public Works (140 employees, 18% of budget),
Parks, Recreation & Community Services (254 employees, just 11%, mostly part-time
positions earning under $20,000/year with no benefits), and the Library (78 employees, 5%).
Police overtime alone hit $6.5 million last year, enough that a patrol officer and a lieutenant
both out-earned the Chief.

Before approving another half-million-dollar purchase for a department that already
commands more than half the City's payroll, I'm asking the Council to require an accounting
of prevention-versus-enforcement spending, and to ask what a meaningful, fully-benefited
expansion of Parks & Rec, the department actually running our youth programs, would cost
instead. CDC-funded Youth Violence Prevention Centers have documented that
comprehensive, community-based prevention strategies reduce youth violence in high-risk
areas.

Both items point to the same gap: department heads and elected officials pricing out
equipment and software without a shared, public conversation about what this community's
values actually require. Vendors like Peregrine are in the business of selling to cities, that's
their job. It's this Council's job to ask what happens when the data is misused, who
answers for it when it is, and whether residents ever got a real say before it happened.

Sources on Peregrine and related law enforcement data-sharing concerns:

e Axios — "Durham police consider contract Peregrine Technologies for real-time crime
data": https://www.axios.com/local/raleigh/2025/11/24/durham-police-seek-contract-
with-peregrine-for-real-time-digital-crime-center

o Duke Chronicle — "Durham City Council declines vote on contract allowing Al use in
police data": https://dukechronicle.com/article/duke-university-durham-city-council-
policing-technology-ai-peregrine-data-surveillance-aggregate-contract-20260205

e The Press Democrat — "Alameda County reviews law enforcement technology
contracts for Flock and Peregrine":
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/04/22/alameda-county-supervisors-ok-contract-
with-flock/

e NPR — "She raised concerns about her company's contracts with ICE. Then she lost her
job": https://www.npr.org/2026/04/21/nx-s1-5786915/ice-immigration-enforcement-
data-thomson-reuters

. Law81tes "The Legal Tech Giants Powering ICE"

thomson reuters and-lexisnexis-helped-support-americas-immigration-surveillance-
machine.html

Ashley
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