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Public Comment on The Whittier Cruiser Program (July 14, 2026).
Good evening, Mayor and Members of the City Council.

My name is David Gonzalez, Jr. and | have the privilege of serving as President of the Uptown
Whittier Improvement Association (UWIA). | share this comment tonight on behalf of our UWIA

| want to commend the City and the staff for piloting the Whittier Cruiser. We appreciate the City's
investment in improving mobility, strengthening transit connections, and providing residents and visitors
with transportation options.

The Uptown Whittier Improvement Association supports the thoughtful expansion of the Whittier
Cruiser program. As the Council evaluates the program's future, we encourage that economic vitality
remain one of its guiding objectives alongside mobility and transit connectivity. The proposed
expansion along the Whittier Boulevard corridor presents an opportunity not only to improve
transportation options, but also to strengthen Uptown by making it even easier for residents from
throughout the community to access our historic business district for dining, shopping, services, and
community events. Uptown is Whittier's quintessential commercial, dining, entertainment, and civic
destination, and we encourage the City to continue designing and evaluating the program in ways
that reinforce Uptown as a premier destination while serving the transportation needs of the broader
community. Strengthening Uptown strengthens Whittier.

The staff report shows that Uptown is one of the highest activity areas within the system, which is
encouraging. As the program continues to evolve, we encourage the City to evaluate not only
traditional transportation measures such as ridership, wait times, and transit connections, but also the
program's economic impact on Uptown and all commercial areas that are served. Understanding how
the Whittier Cruiser contributes to access, visitation, and commercial activity will help ensure the
program continues to advance both mobility and local economic development.

We are glad for the City's willingness to innovate, and we look forward to continuing to work
collaboratively to ensure the Whittier Cruiser remains a valuable asset for residents, visitors,
businesses, and the community as a whole.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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