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Public Comments for City Council Meeting, July 14, 2026

Hi, Friends,

First, I want to thank you all for your service to our community. It doesn’t go unnoticed. The
people of Whittier are watching.

I ask tonight that you thoughtfully consider the items before you on the Consent Calendar with
the understanding that just because you approved the budget created by those voted out of office
it does not mean you have to vote YES tonight to approve the items on the calendar that were
earmarked as placeholders in that budget. You can also vote NO to make way for other things
you can build (like a park) or protect (like our urban canopy) that the community needs and
wants. Think of the parks we can create, parkway trails we can finish, trees we can plant, roads
we can pave, landmarks we can preserve, or dumps we can clean up with the money saved by not
approving money earmarked in the budget for things, like tanks, we don t need. Consider other
uses (like a park and parking structure) for property that has been recently zoned by the City to
conveniently support the building of a 5-story, @100,000+ sq ft storage facility that will lead to
the destruction of more trees in our urban canopy we don t want.

Be the voice of reason, don’t listen to those who tell you that you must vote YES or allow
obscure Consent Calendar items to move forward without an appeal that you are told are
innocuous, but are not. The Whittier community is taking note. A YES vote is easy and preserves
the status quo, a NO vote or an appeal takes courage and vision. A YES vote only preserves the
legacy of those who came before you, not the will of the people or the community you serve.
Have the courage to blaze your own trail, do the RIGHT thing, make your own mark, create your
own legacy; one that is meaningful and will best serve the people who depend upon your
leadership.

Respectfully,
Patti McCarthy

Whittier Resident
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