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Hello,

I'm submitting my public comment for tonight's City Council Meeting. I wanted to express my
upset about the approval of the purchase of an armored vehicle for Whittier PD.

Given that it was recently discovered that the police force currently makes more in overtime
due to a lack of staffing, I find it disgusting that the Police Chief thinks it necessary to request
an armored vehicle, rather than finding appropriate staff.

Furthermore, the City supposedly prides itself on being "Ye Olde Friendly Towne." Having an
armored vehicle COMPLETELY discredits this notion. It also points to the police
department's utter lack of community engagement or unwillingness to engage civilly. Armored
vehicles should ONLY be used on the battlefield or in high-stakes situations (e.g., ATM
filling/withdrawals). In a small town such as Whittier, there is honestly no need for this.

I am not upset with the Council. I feel this was thrust upon them in the 11th hour by the
Former Mayor and Police Chief, who viewed the community's rightful fear of ICE as a
"danger." I'm more upset with the Police Chief. Not once was the community consulted on this
matter. I've scoured local "forums" (e.g., Whittier Informed and the current Council's
Instagram profiles). A LOT of comments say that they DO NOT approve of the Police
Department acquiring a piece of militarized gear for a small town. 

I therefore urge the Council to deny the request and to urge Whittier PD and its management
to engage more with the community. There is a clear lack of communication and trust -- this
needs to be resolved.

Thank you for your time. I'm more than happy to discuss this matter further; please see my
contact information below.

Best,
Elizabeth Carrera
ehcarrera17@gmail.com
(562) 348.2733

RECEIVED ON: July 14, 2026
Council Meeting:_____________________ 
Agenda Item No:_____________________

CC: CM; DCMs; CA; Council; Original to CC; Public Binder; Department

07/14/2026
8.G

mailto:ehcarrera17@gmail.com
mailto:CCD@cityofwhittier.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:ehcarrera17@gmail.com



