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RECEIVED ON: July 9, 2026 Agenda Item No: 6
From: Gaby Zamora
To: James Becerra; Aida Macedo; Mary Ann Pacheco; Vicky Santana; Cathy Warner
Cc: WebMail - CCD; WebMail - Admin
Subject: Request for City Council Review of Fence Determination Due to Public Safety Concerns
Date: Thursday, July 9, 2026 4:06:11 PM

You don't often get email from g.zamora@ymail.com. Learn why this is important

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Whittier -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Dear Mayor and Members of the Whittier City Council,

I am writing to respectfully request your review and assistance regarding a fencing determination affecting
my property (APN ending in 8170-404-1000).

| have previously discussed my concerns with both the Planning Division and Public Works Department.
While | appreciate the time and attention staff have given to this matter, | remain concerned that the
current approved fencing solution does not adequately address the unique safety conditions that exist on
my property.

| understand the City's position regarding the existing 6-foot vinyl fence and the requirement for greater
visibility through fencing located along street-facing areas. | recognize that the current vinyl fence may not
meet the City's open-view fencing standards. My request is not to preserve the vinyl fence itself, but
rather to seek a practical solution that maintains public safety while complying with the intent of the City's
regulations.

The property contains unique topographic conditions that distinguish it from a typical residential lot.
Portions of my property sit significantly below the adjacent street grade, with elevation differences
approaching 3 feet in certain areas. As a result, the fence serves not only as a property boundary but also
as a protective barrier between pedestrians and a lower grade condition on private property.

My concern is that removal of the existing barrier and replacement with a 4-foot wrought iron fence
located directly on the property line may create a circumstance where pedestrians, children, or other
members of the public walking alongside the property have less protection from inadvertently entering or
falling into the lower portion of the property. In my view, this creates a foreseeable safety concern that
should be carefully evaluated.

| would also like to note that prior to the installation of the vinyl fence, a wrought iron fence existed in
substantially the same location. Therefore, my request does not involve creating a new barrier where
none existed before. Rather, | am seeking consideration of restoring an open-view wrought iron fence in
the historical fence location, which would better align with the City's visibility objectives while continuing to
provide an important safety benefit.

Although | understand the City's concern regarding the view-obscuring nature of the vinyl fencing,
replacing it with an open-view wrought iron fence in the same location would satisfy the City's visibility
goals while preserving an important safety barrier for pedestrians and residents. Removal of the barrier
and relocation of fencing to the property line may unintentionally create a hazardous condition due to the
grade differential.

The City has recognized the importance of health, safety, and welfare in its residential fence regulations
and review processes, and | respectfully ask that these unique site conditions be given additional
consideration. The City's fence review procedures also provide for Planning Commission review and
consideration of alternatives when standard solutions may not adequately address unique circumstances.

I am respectfully requesting that the City Council review this matter and consider directing staff to
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evaluate a design exception, variance, or other appropriate accommodation that would allow for an open-
view wrought iron fence in the existing location based upon the property's unique topography, historical
fencing configuration, and public safety considerations.

My goal is to work collaboratively with the City to identify a solution that satisfies both the intent of the
Municipal Code and the legitimate safety concerns associated with this property.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued commitment to the safety and well-being of
Whittier residents. | would welcome the opportunity to provide photographs, site information, or any
additional documentation that may assist in evaluating this request.

Respectfully,

Gabriela Zamora
Whittier Resident
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